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A Glance at the Contents— 





New Gas Drying Plant. 


An account is published of a combined gas drying and 
naphthalene washing plant installed by the Chemical En- 
gineering and Wilton’s Patent Furnace Company at an 
80-million works. |p. 556.] 


Gas Company Meetings. 


Reports are published of the General Meetings of the 
Cape Town and District Gas Light and Coke Company, 
Ltd. [p. 572], the Imperial Continental Gas Association 
|p. 569], and the Montevideo Gas and Dry Dock Company, 
Ltd. |p. 574.] 


Society of British Gas Industries. 


The Annual General Meeting and Dinner of the Society 
of British Gas Industries were held at the Hotel Metropole, 
London, on Tuesday, May 19. The President (the Right 
Hon. Lord Eustace Peycy, M.P.) was in the chair at both 
functions. |p. 557.] 


Kitchen Equipment at Chesterfield Kinema. 


Described in to-day’s issue is an up-to-date example 
of gas equipment in the kitchen of the Chesterfield Kinema, 
where not only is gas used for cooking for the modern 
restaurant, but also for central heating and for the stand- 
by lighting of the premises. |p. 554.] 


Engineer and Manager Required at Oswaldtwistle. 


As will, be seen from our advertisement columns, the 
Oswaldtwistle Urban District Council are inviting applica- 
tions for the appointment of Gas Engineer and Manager. 
"he commencing salary is £350, and candidates must be 
practical engineers and draughtsmen. [p. 580.] 


Manchester Juniors at Thorncliffe. 


_ On May 13 members of the Manchester and District 
Junior Gas Association paid a visit to the Thorncliffe 
lronworks of Messrs. Newton Chambers & Co., Ltd., in 
the morning and to the Smithywood coke oven plant in 
the afternoon. The latter is stated to be one of the largest 
coke oven installations in Great Britain, having a carbon- 
izing capacity of 1200 tons of coal per day by means. of -a 
battery of 59 Becker regenerative ovens. [p. 566.] 


Novel Use for Gas Lighting. 


_ The application of gas for special purposes has re- 
ceived further impetus by its use as a lighting medium in 
commercial photography. [p. 555.] 


Visits of the Institution. 


A remarkable series of photographs of the places of 
interest to be visited by the Institution of Gas Engineers 
during the week of the Institution’s Annual Meeting com- 
mences on p. 545. 


Midland Association. 


On Thursday last the Midland Association of Gas 
Engineers and Managers visited the works of their Presi- 
dent, Mr. H. J. Woodfine, at Wellington (Salop). After 
luncheon at the invitation of the Chairman and Directors 
of the Wellington (Salop) Gas Company, the members went 
to Donnington, where they inspected the works of Messrs. 


C. & W. Walker, Ltd. [p. 564.] 


Co-Operative Tar Schemes. 


In his Presidential Address to the Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire District Institution of Gas Engineers and 
Managers, Mr. Octavius Thomas urges all those who have 
not done so to join the co-operative tar scheme appropriate 
to their area. ‘“‘ As one,’’ he remarks, ‘‘ who had one of 
the best contracts for tar at the time of the scheme being 
started in 1921, I can say that during the past ten years I 
have received over 10 p.ct. more than I should have done 
under the contract I had when the scheme was _ in- 
augurated.”’ [p. 567.] 


An Efficient Group of Industries. 


“You are emphatically an efficient group of indus- 
tries. No carping politician, no candid friend from across 
the Channel or the Atlantic, can accuse you of slackness 
or lack of inventiveness in face of competition. The easy 
criticisms advanced from some quarters to account for the 
ills of society can have little application to you, for the gas 
undertakings of this country are precluded by law from 
profiteering at the expense of the consumer, and they have 
precluded themselves, by their pioneer schemes of profit- 
sharing, from profiteering at the expense of their work- 
men.’’—Lord Eustace Percy. in his Presidential Address ta 
the Society of British Gas Industries. [p. 559.] 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 





Next Week 


By the time this issue of the ‘* JourNaL ”’ reaches sub- 
scribers, thoughts will mostly be turned towards London, 
where next week the Annual General Meeting of the 
institution of Gas Engineers is to take place. So far 
as the organization of the meeting is concerned, every- 
thing that enthusiasm and foresight could suggest would 
seem to have been thought of; but, when all is said and 
done, it rests finally with the members themselves to 
make the proceedings a success, and here, also, there is 
no cause for uneasiness. Quite the reverse. There is 
every reason to believe that the record attendance of 
1000 at the Leeds meeting last year will be exceeded by 
at least 25 p.ct.; while the gathering will be truly inter- 
national in character, definite notifications of intention to 
participate having already been received from America, 
Australia, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, 
Holland, Hungary, Norway, Sweden, and Switzerland. 
In all probability further acceptances will have been in- 
timated by the time these lines are read. 

We urge every member who can in any way do so to 
make up his mind to be present at the meeting; and 
in saying this, we would venture the reminder that, as 
was the case at Leeds last year, specially arranged visits 
for the ladies (in addition to an ** At Home ”’ by the 
President’s wife, Mrs. Copp) are a feature of the pro- 
gramme on the present occasion. The Sussex tour to 
Brighton, Worthing, Arundel, and Haywards Heath, too, 
needs nothing but fine weather and good spirits to make 
of it a joyous memory. The second of these requirements 
members and friends will themselves provide; the first 
we hope will be provided for them. Watson House, the 
Southall Gas-Works, and the National Physical Labora- 
tory should fully occupy members during the ‘‘ off time ” 
on Wednesday; and there is, of course, the President’s 
dinner to the Council and representatives from overseas. 
The social side is stressed here, because we regard it as 
an important branch of the Institution’s activities; and 
in order to add still further to the lure of these items 
on the programme, a number of pictures are included in 
this issue showing something of the beauties and interest 
that the visits will include. Should any member, or mem- 
ber’s wife, be hesitating about coming to London for the 
meeting, perhaps these views will lead to a decision to 
do so. In this case, we shall regard their publication 
as having been amply justified. 

The technical fare to be provided for the business 
sessions promises to be as good as it will be varied, and 
a welcome feature will be papers by Dr. H. Schiitte, 
of Bremen, Immediate Past-President of the German 
Gas and Water Association, and Mr. Clifford E. Paige, 
of New York, President of the American Gas Association. 
There will be reported a gratifying increase in member- 
ship. together with progress in other directions. As to 
the Benevolent Fund, the administration and the basis 
upon which grants are made have been entirely re-or- 
ganized. The number of subscribers to this valuable 
Fund is growing, but comparison of the total with the 
membership roll of the Institution shows how great is 
the scope for further growth. The briefest glance at the 
details of individual grants during 1930 should be 
sufficient to satisfy anyone of the usefulness of the Fund. 

It will be impossible personally to greet everybody 
who will be coming to London for the meeting, and so 
this opportunity is taken of wishing one and all a happy 
and profitable stay, and the President (Mr. Harold E. 
Copp) complete fulfilment of his highest hopes, 
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The Executive Chairman of 
the B.C.G.A. 


Tue Industry as a whole will have learned with satisfac. 
tion that, as already foreshadowed in the * Journat,” 
and officially stated to-day, the Executive of the B.C.G.A, 
have made arrangements with Sir Francis Goodenough 
whereby his services to the Industry will be retained ‘at 
their full capacity after his retirement in the near future 
from duty as Controller of Gas Sales to the Gas Light and 
Coke Company. These services, we need hardly remind 
our readers, include not merely the inspiration and diree- 
tion of the activities of the B.C.G.A., but important work 
for the Institution of Gas Engineers, as Chairman of the Gas 
Education Committee, and for the National Gas Council, 
particularly as Chairman of the Gas Safety Committee, 
In the latter capacity, it will be remembered, he gave 
evidence before the recent Board of Trade Committee 
on Gas Poisoning (at the request of all the organizations 
of the Industry), to which, in all probability, was largely 
due the satisfactory nature of that Committee’s report. 

We do not hesitate to say that the thought of complete 
retirement by Sir Francis Goodenough from work for gas, 
following his retirement from his Company’s service, at 
this critical period in the history of the Gas Industry, 
would have been regarded, and rightly regarded, as a 
catastrophe by all who know the full extent and realize 
the full nature of his services to that Industry, direct 
and indirect. That Sir Francis has sacrificed his leisure 
and devoted his great capacity for work, without rest or 
hesitation, for several years to service of value alike to 
the nation and the Industry, is perhaps hardly realized 
and appreciated as it should be throughout the Gas 
Industry; but we speak from knowledge when we say 
that these facts are well known and recognized through- 
out the general business community, and that if he had 
at certain junctures studied his own selfish interests, in- 
stead of those of the Industry in which he has spent all 
his working years, it would have been much to the loss 
of that Industry. We rejoice, with all who realize the 
facts, that Sir Francis has decided to devote himself, as 
in the past, to public service for the world of commerce 
(and particularly to the commercial needs of the Gas In- 
dustry) for the rest of his working years. May they be 
many and fruitful. 


Twenty-Five Years’ Service 


Ir was in the year 1905 that the Wales and Monmouth- 
shire District Institution of Gas Engineers and Managers 
was formed, and it was in the same year that Mr. 
Octavius Thomas agreed to fill the position of Hon. 
Secretary. Now he can look back upon a quarter of a 
century’s faithful and valuable service in that Office, and 
upon a year’s work as President in 1922. Now, also as 
President this year, he can be happy in the knowledge 
that his devotion to the interests of the Institution has 
been warmly appreciated. Mr. Thomas never had much 
of a Mair for publicity—that is, of course, self-publicity. 
We regard Mr. Thomas as the “* Father ” of the Wales 
Institution (to be known in future as the ** Association ”’), 
all the members of which individually number him as 
among their dearest friends. He has, in fact, occupied the 
réle of prime mover of the Institution; and his Presiden- 
tial Address, published in later columns to-day, is typical 
of the man—deeds, not words. Yet we know that he 
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could say a great deal that would be interesting, if only 

he thought it to be necessary. There is much, for ex- 
| ample, behind his simple statement that ‘* the quantity 

jf gas made in the works of our members last year was 
| 6943 million c.ft., compared with 3064 millions in 1905.”’ 

There are two interesting points about Mr. Thomas’ 
Address. One concerns co-operative tar schemes, and 
the other education in our Industry. Regarding the first, 
he calls the attention of those members of the Institution 
' who do not belong to the Wales co-operative scheme to 
the benefits to be derived from membership. ‘* As one,” 
he remarks, ** who had one of the best contracts for tar at 
the time of the scheme being started in 1921, I can say that 
during the past ten years I have received over 10 p.ct. 
more than I should have done under the contract I had 
when the scheme was inaugurated.”’ Dealing with the 
Education Scheme of the Institution of Gas Engineers, 
he considers that the numbers of students attending the 
necessary Classes at the Cardiff Technical College is not 
as large as it ought to be, and that this is especially 
marked in the Gas Engineering classes. And he looks 
upon Gas Engineering as the most important of all the 
subjects, and maintains that the classes should be at- 
tended not only by those engaged on the works,, but by 
others in the Industry, so that they may become con- 
versant with all that goes on in the works. 


Attitude and Recompense 


Tue Presidential Address of Lord Eustace Percy to the 
Society of British Gas Industries last week is one of 
philosphic reflection on the country’s present severe 
economic ills, and it will be appreciated by all our 
readers just as it was appreciated by those who were for- 
tunate in being able to hear it at the Hotel Metropole on 
Wednesday last. Lord Eustace points to the changed 
conditions of the industry of Great Britain to-day, 
brought about by industrial development in other coun- 
tries, and he emphasizes that these changed conditions 
demand sacrifice all round if we are to retain our econo- 
mic status, and therefore our strength as a nation. The 
old method of muddling through crises in the knowledge 
that other countries would have to turn to us eventually 
has no place now, as is evident enough from the attitude 
of not only foreign countries but our own Dominions. 
New methods—and essentially painful ones—will have to 
be adopted, and quite a new outlook on world economics 
is demanded. It is the view of many that we are over- 
civilized. Of course, idealistically there can be no such 
thing as over-civilization. Economically, alas, Nemesis 
must await a policy which calls for a wage standard of 
living out of focus with the rest of the world. There is 
no general recognition in this country that high wages in 
themselves are not a true index of standard living, and 
insufficient attention is paid to the effects of slovenly 
spending. 

Nor, as yet, is there a general understanding between 
employers and employed, and we have no doubt at all 
that the present difficulties can be overcome only by a 
change in the psychological attitude of the ‘‘ workers ”’ 
towards the power of industry to recompense them for 
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their work, and towards the goodwill or otherwise of those 
who pay them their money. The trouble is that the 
worker feels a change for the worse immediately, and 
he suspects, sometimes with reason and sometimes with- 
out, that he only is called upon to pay the price of bad 
trade. This appearance of the inequality of sacrifice is 
dealt with in such a manner by Lord Eustace Percy that 
further comment or attempted elaboration on our part 
would satisfy neither our readers nor ourselves, but we 
hope and believe that much thought will be given to that 
part of the Address concerned with the ‘* sharing in the 
cake.?? And We make no apology for quoting the follow- 
ing: ** Though we cannot eliminate differences between 
class and class, though every effort to redress inequality 


by taxation only leads to greater inequality and wide- 


pread distress, we must put ourselves in a position where 
we ean assure all our fellow-countrymen that at least 
ione of us is * at ease in Zion.’ ” 

The Gas Industry is in a singularly fortunate position 


543 


in being able easily to set in operation schemes of co- 
partnership. This is admitted; but we think that this 
facility in no way lessens the feeling of the workers in 
our Industry that there is a deep and sincere desire on 
the part of employers to give them a clear-cut and square 
deal. It is the spirit behind these schemes rather than 
the schemes themselves which has resulted in an 
exemplary goodwill. The manufacturers of plant and 
appliances are to an extent in a favoured position, but 
it is different from that of the Industry itself, and they 
are less immune from the contagion of the present trade 
depression. They will overcome their difficulties, for 
there can be no doubt of the truth of the following ap- 
preciation of Lord Eustace: ‘* You are emphatically an 
efficient group of industries. No carping politician, no 
candid friend from across the Channel or the Atlantic can 
accuse you of slackness or lack of inventiveness in face 
of competition. . . . You are highly organized for re- 
search and for co-operation with Government.”” The 
virtues of this policy are such as to weather a storm even 
as that which now prevails. 


The Small «Unit 


WE are able to record this week the addition of Dewsbury 
tv the number of gas undertakings which have arranged 
to adopt as a gas unit the figure of 4000 B.Th.U. The 
announcement was made in last week’s ** JouRNAL ”’ that - 
the Gas Charges Committee of the National Gas Council, 
in conjunction with the Institution of Gas Engineers, 
considered a unit of 4000 B.Th.U. the most suitable for 
those undertakings wishful to employ a small gas unit 
for the purpese of facilitating ready comparison of rela- 
tive costs of gas and electricity. 

In view of the confusion that must arise from the adop- 
tion of small units of various sizes, it is satisfactory that 
the official organizations of the Industry should have seen 
their way to give this lead in the matter, after having 
thoroughly considered the whole of the facts; and it is 
to be hoped, for the sake of that uniformity which must 
be in the general interest, that' those undertakings which 
feel the need for a small unit additional to the therm will 
adopt the figure suggested. 


‘a . 
Salaries 
Tue salaries question has sprung rather into prominence 
again during the last little while, and a Salaries of Gas 
Engineers Committee has been formed by the Institution 
of Gas Engineers to consider whether anything can be 
done to ensure the payment of adequate remuneration. 
The subject is, of course, of vital importance, not only 
to the individual, but to the Industry. It is only a few 
days since Dr. E. W. Smith pointed out at the Annual 
Dinner of the Eastern Counties Gas Managers’ Associa- 
tion that young men to-day are not well enough paid 
when they are prepared to enter the Industry, and that 
if they are willing to go in at low salaries they know they 
are not likely later on to get the remuneration which 
should be paid to men of great experience. From a report 
appearing on later pages of this issue, it will be seen that, 
at a luncheon given by the Directors of the Wellington 
Gas Company to the Midland Association of Gas, Engi- 
neers and Managers last Thursday, Mr. R. J. Milbourne 
also referred in an emphatic manner to the inadequate 
salaries offered. It is a subject on which Mr. Milbourne 
it as entitled to enter this protest viewing the matter 
from one angle, as Dr. Smith is entitled to do viewing 
it from another.. The Wellington Gas Company is one 
of those undertakings which recognize merit and pro- 
perly reward it; for they have appointed their Engineer 
to the position of Managing-Director. This is a recogni- 
tion of services rendered which we are always pleased to 
note; and there is no doubt whatever that it is a sound 
proposition from the point of view of the undertaking 
itself. 

There is, however, another aspect of Mr. Milbourne’s 
remarks, to which we are specially desirous of calling at- 
tention here, because what he had to say coincides with 
our own feeling. Mr. Milbourne is of opinion, as we 





ourselves are, that the profession of Gas Engineer should 
be among the best paid, and that it to a large extent 
lies in the hands of the Gas Engineers themselves to secure 
adequate remuneration for their services. At the best, 
but an incomplete measure of success can be expected 
to attend efforts to secure higher salaries, while crowds 
of applicants are prepared to put in for such appointments 
as may be offered at rates of pay which are perhaps, as 
Mr. Milbourne says, ** not more than would be given 
to a shop manager.”’ 


PERSONAL 


HONOUR FOR A.G.A. PRESIDENT. 

Among the company present at the dinner last Thursday 
at the Dorchester Hotel, given by the London Committee 
of the British Trade Exhibition at Buenos Aires to H.R.H. 
the Prince of Wales, was Mr. CLirrorp E. Paice, the Presi- 
dent of the American Gas Association, who arrived in Lon- 
don that day. Mr. Paige, who was the guest of Sir Francis 
Goodenough, had the honour of being presented to the 
Prince, and the gratification of being engaged in conversa- 
tion for some considerable time by His Reyal Highness, 
who subsequently asked Sir Francis to bring Mr. Paige to 
St. James’s this week for a further talk. 


PRESENTATION TO MR. ARTHUR L. GRIFFITH. 


At the annual meeting of the Society of British Gas 
Industries, a presentation was made to Mr. Arthur L. 
Griffith, who has occupied the post of Secretary to the 


Association for the 


past 25 years. 














Mr. Frank West, in making the presentation of a cheque, 
spoke of the esteem in which Mr. Griffith was held by the 
Council and Past Chairmen of the Society. 

Mr. Griffith expressed his gratification that his services 
should have been acknowledged in the manner they had. 


High School of Char 
Degree of Doctor En- 
the Chief Engineer of the 


Technical 
awarded the 
A. KortTInG, 


The authorities of the 
lottenburg recently 
gineer to Herr ING 


Lower Rhenish Light and Power Company, of Rheydt, 
Germany, for his work in connection with water gas 
development. 

The Executive Committee of the British Commercial 


Gas Association received with much regret at their meet- 
ing on May 20 a certificate from Mr. Mason’s doctor stating 
that he had been treating him for an obscure disease affect- 
ing the use of his legs for over eighteen months and recom- 
mending complete rest and relief from all work for four to 
six months. The Committee unanimously approved the 
granting of sick leave with full salary to Mr. Mason and 
sent him a message of sincere sympathy and earnest hope 
(in which his many friends throughout the Industry will 
heartily join) that treatment and rest will result in com- 
plete restoration of health and strength. 
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On Friday, May 22, Mr. R. Crowrner, Assistait Ep. 
gineer and Manager to the Elland-cum-Greetland 
Company, was presented by the staff and employees with 
an oak bureau on his relinquishing his duties to take yw 
the appointment of Manager and Secretary to the Rugeley 
Gas Company. The presentation was made by Mr, j, 
Bridge, the Engineer and General Manager, who congraty. 
lated Mr. Crowther on his new appointment and com. 
mented on the high esteem and regard in which Mr, 
Crowther was held by his colleagues, and on their behalf 
wished him every success at Rugeley. Mr. Crowther has 
been the Secretary of the Yorkshire Junior Gas Association 
for the last three years. 





OBITUARY 


The death occurred on Wednesaay, May 20, at the 
Woolwich War Memorial Hospital, at the age of 57, of Mr, 
G. S. Kennett, following an operation which had previ- 
ously taken place for an internal trouble. For 34 years 
Mr. Kennett had been in the service of the Isle of Thanet 
Gas Company, and was appointed District Superintendent 
in 1905. He was well known and highly esteemed as a 
very capable official, whose advice on practical matters 
was of great value and was much sought after. His genial 
and kindly disposition endeared him to all with whom he 
came in contact, and for many years he was an active 
member of the Margate Ambulance Corps, as well as a 
Past-President and member of the Committee of the Mar- 
gate Working Men’s Club. Mr. Kennett leaves a widow, 
three sons, and two daughters. 


The death has occurred at Sunderland of Mr. 
Knott, in his 75th year. Entering the service of Sunder- 
land Gas Company as a boy, Mr. Knott had served 57 
years with the Company when he retired four-and-a-half 
years ago. For many years he was Chief Accountant, a 
position he held upon his retirement. He leaves a widow 
and family. 


JOSEPH 


The death has taken place of Mr. 
Stockton, who for over 40 years was Works Secretary to 
Messrs. Ashmore, Benson, Pease, & Co. He retired from 
the position last autumn, since when he was in poor health. 
During his long association with the firm he had extensive 
dealings with the numerous customers on the Company’s 
books, and these were transacted with such characteristic 
tact and straightforwardness as to command universal re- 
spect and goodwill. He was a very popular citizen of 
Stockton, and will be greatly missed. Mr. John W. 
Pallister, Assistant Engineer and Manager to the Middles- 
brough Corporation Gas Department, is the nephew of the 
late Mr. Pallister. 

We learn with deep regret of the death, at Saint-Gilles, 
Brussels, on the 14th instant, of JEAN Francois Hye, 
Chevalier de Ordre de Léopold. M. Hye was Adminis- 
trateur Délégué of the Compagnie Nationale d’Eclairage. 


T. A. PALuisteR, of 





Forthcoming Engagements. 


May 28. SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION (EASTERN 
Meeting at 28, Grosvenor Gardens, S.W. 1 
June 2-4._-INSTITUTION OF Gas ENGINEERS.—London Con- 


DistrRict).— 


ference. 
June -ASSOCIATION OF StTaTUTORY INsPEcTORS OF Gas 
Meters.—-Annual Meeting at the County Hall, West- 


minster Bridge, 10.15. 
June 11._-WaLes AND MONMOUTHSHIRE JUNIORS.—Summer 
visit to Messrs. Stewarts & Lloyds, Coombs Wood 
Works, Halesowen, near Birmingham. 


June 13.-NortH OF ENGLAND ASSOCIATION (AUXILIARY 
SECTION).-Twenty-Second Half-Yearly Meeting in 
Newcastle. 

June 20.—LONDON AND SoOuTHERN Ditstricr JuNIORS. 


Summer visit to Isle of Thanet Gas Light and Coke 
Company, Margate. 

June 25.—Society or BririsH 
Meeting. 


Gas’ InpustRIies.—Council 


Gas F 








June 26.._-WaAvVERLEY ASSOCIATION OF 
Annual Meeting in Edinburgh. 

June 30.—-NattonaL Gas Councit. —Thirtgenth Annual! 
General Meeting. 


Gas MANAGERS.— 


June _30.—FEDERATION OF Gas EmpLoyers.—Annual Meet 
ins. 
Sept. 10..-_NorTH BritIsH AssocIATION oF Gas MANAGERS. 


—Annual Meeting in Rothesay. 
Sept. 28-30.—BritisH COMMERCIAL 
Annual Conference at Exeter. 
Oct. 27-28._INsTITUTION OF Gas ENGINEERS.—Autumnal 
Research Meeting. 


Gas  ASSOCIATION.— 
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Q) Both will be centres of attraction for 


WINDSOR AND KEW ’) the ladies during Institution week 














WINDSOR CASTLE FROM THE RIVER. 


Windsor Castle, famous the world over as the residence of the British Sovereign, was founded by William 
the Conqueror, and has been extended and altered by nearly every succeeding monarch. Under Queen 
Victoria no less a sum than £900,000 was expended in this way, and King Edward carried out an 
extensive re-arrangement and embellishment of the interior. The Castle comprises two main portions, 
the Lower Ward, in which are St. George’s Chapel, the Albert Memorial Chapel, the Horse Shoe Cloisters, 
and the residences of the Knights of Windsor and otheys; and the Upper Ward, in which are the State 
Apartments and the King’s Private Apartments. . Between the two portions is the massive Round Tower. 


The Castle is nearly a mile in circumference. 





The Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew combine the attractions of a delightful open space of nearly 300 
acres with those of a museum. The grounds comprise stately avenue and sequestered walks, lakes 
and ponds, palm-houses and conservatories, gorgeous flower beds, rockeries, museums and classic temples, 


and a large herbaceous ground. 
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W A TSO N HO USE Bo To be visited by the Institution on June 3 
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Since the inauguration of Watson House in the latter part of 1926, extensions to the equipment, addi- 
tions to the staff, and greater facilities for the research workers (as an example, a library, where investi- 
gators can toy with the calculus in peace) have been effected. Among the happy ideas is the provision 
of workshop tools (lathes, drilling machines, and so on for the laboratories). Then a ** control section ”’ 
has been organized for testing metals. Work in this department is concerned not only with material 
supplied, but with the study of new forms of materials for the construction of gas appliances. Every 
day Watson House is adding exact knowledge of how all types of gas apparatus function, how they 
should be installed, and how they should be operated by the consumer. At the same time new ideas 
likely to lead to improvement in current practice are being born. Our photographs show two views of 
the Technical Section of Watson House. In regard to training work, four years of intensive develop- 
ment has resulted in a system of gas education which is a model to the industry of this country. To- 
day the entire training and education of employees of the Gas Light and Coke Company who are en- 
gaged, or destined to be engaged, in the Gas Sales Department are controlled from Watson House. 
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gq \ TEWS OF THE - One of the visits arranged for the osti- 


tution on Wednesday, June 3, is to the 


Southall Works of the Gas Light and 


SOUTHALL WORKS Cale Conmans 









On the left can be seen the electro 
static detarrer and the transformer 


house. 














On the right are the waterless 





holder and the booster house. 


























GENERAL VIEW OF WORKS. 
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B RI G H - O N PP H E fe, On the Institution’s excursion on June 5, , 


halt will be made for lunch at the Hote 


- BRILLIANT - 8® Metropol 





















[Reproduced by kind permission of the Brighton Corporation Publicity Department. 
THE MADEIRA ROAD, BRIGHTON. 

















[Reproduced by kind permission of the Brighton Corporation Publicity Department. 


HOTEL METROPOLE, BRIGHTON, VIEWED FROM ENTRANCE OF THE WEST PIER. 


The following arrangements have been made for the Sussex Tour: Victoria Station (9.30 a.m.) by special 
train to Brighton (10.30 a.m.); lunch at Hotel Metropole, Brighton (12.80 p.m.); Brighton (2.15 
p.m.) by motor coach via Worthing (2.45 p.m.) to Arundel (3.30 p.m.); tea at Norfolk Hotel, Arundel, 
and visit to Castle, Keep, Ducal Dairy, Grounds, and Lake; Arundel (5.45 p.m.) by motor coach to 
Haywards Heath (7 p.m.); Haywards Heath (7.10 p.m.) by special train to Victoria Station (8 p.m.). 
Distance: 185 miles. 
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“Unique in the beauty of its setting, Arundel, the gem of 


Sussex, is one of England’s greatest glories, and its story is, in 


cf ARUNDEL 


UMasrwev 


miniature, her history ” 

















[Reproduced by courtesy of Allison & Son, High Street, Arundel, 
ARUNDEL CASTLE AND BRIDGE, 





[Photo. Jacob, Arundel. 


ARUNDEL AND RIVER ARUN FROM WEST. 





The quotation above is from a description, by G. W. Eustace, of Arundel, which will be visited by 
the Institution on June 5. “‘ A home of the early Britons,’’ he continues, “ a station of the Romans 
on their coast road to Pevensey, it shares with ancient Rye the distinction of being a borough before 


on) end 


j Domesday was compiled. Alfred the Great numbered it among his possessions. In his will he leaves it 
i to his nephew Athelm. Harold, pierced through the eye at Senlac, died its owner. It passed to the 
4 Conqueror, who awarded it to Montgomery, commander of the centre of his victorious army. Through 
: the treason of Robert de Belesme, it reverted to Henry I., whose widowed Queen, Adeliza, dowered it 
; upon her second husband, William de Albini. The male succession failing in the fourth generation, it 


passed through the female line to John Fitzalan, Lord of the Manor of North Stoke. On the death of 
‘ the last of the Fitzalans’ in 1580, their heiress brought it by marriage to the head of the great house 
of Howard, who, having thus acquired the Castle, became in right of it Earl of Arundel and premier 
Peer of England. The Castle, although much restored from the destruction suffered in the Civil War, 
still retains its double gatehouse and the rooms above, where Queen Matilda renounced her claim to the 
throne in favour of the chivalrous Stephen of Albemarle, and where King John of evil memory slept.” 
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| THE NEWS 


OF THE WEEK > 
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Arrangements Have Been Completed for the acquisi- 
tion by the South Yorkshire and Derbyshire Gas Company 
of the undertaking of the Thorne Gas Light and Coke 
Company, Ltd. 


The Dewsbury Gas Committee at their meeting on 
May 18 decided to adopt the Gas Unit of 4000 B.Th.U. as 
recommended by the Gas Charges Committee of the 
National Gas Council. “ 


A New Company has lately been formed at Sion, 
Switzerland, with the title of the Société du Gaz de Valais 
Central, to purchase gas in bulk from the gas-works at 
Sion, and to undertake its distribution in the district. 


According to the Report for last year of the Com- 
pagnies Reunies Gaz et Electricité of Lisbon, the output of 
gas from the Company’s gas undertaking amounted to 
only roundly 424 million c.ft., as compared with 458 
million c.ft. in 1929. 


Gas Manufacture in Austria.—From a report lately 
issued we learn that the production of gas from the various 
undertakings in Austria amounted last year to 12,776 
million ec.ft., compared with 13,185 million c.ft. in 1929, a 
decline of approximately 3 p.ct. 


North of England Association (Auxiliary Section).— 
The Twenty-Second Half-Yearly Meeting of the Association 
will be held at the Gas Office, Grainger Street (side en- 
trance), Newcastle-on-Tyne, at 2.15 p.m., on Saturday, 
June 13, 1931. The chair will be taken by Mr. J. E. Dixon. 


A Smoke Abatement Display in the showroom window 
of the Abertillery Urban District Council Gas Department 
attracted much attention recently. Abertillery is situ- 
ated in the centre of the mining area, and the fact that 
only local coal is carbonized at the gas-works added inter- 
est to the exhibit. 


Town Gas Boilers (Bonecourt), Ltd., inform us that, 
though the central heating boilers at schools in Wallasey, 
described in our issue of May 6, p. 340, were actually sup- 
plied by their predecessors, Messrs. Spencer-Bonecourt, 
Ltd., the whole of this type of business is now being handled 
by Town Gas Boilers (Bonecourt), Ltd., as has been the 
case for the past 34 years. 


The Discontinuance of Street Lighting in Halifax 
from May 27 until July 25—a decision recently made by 
the Corporation—will effect a total saving in rates of 
£1208. On the other hand, the Gas Department will lose 
in revenue to the extent of £450, and employees of the 
Gas Committee will lose £629 in wages. It is four years 
since the town had public lighting entirely suspended, the 
practice usually being to turn off the lighs at midnight. 


A Three Days’ Gas Exhibition at Donaghadee (Co. 
Down) proved a great success. Mr. W. Cole, the represen- 
tative of Messrs. R. & A. Main, Ltd., Falkirk and London, 
in distributing the prizes in cake baking competitions on 
behalf of Mr. W. H. Roberts, proprietor of the Donaghadee 
Gas Company, drew attention to the Company’s special 
rateable value scheme, under which by using extra gas 
the price was reduced considerably, and actually brought 
down to about 3s. 6d. per 1000 c.ft. He also drew atten- 
tion to the gas switch, which was also specially reduced, 
being only 8s. fixed, and pointed out that one could get 
any variation of light. 


** Punch ’’ Summer Number.—Illustrations of summer 
sports and pastimes predominate in the summer number 
of ‘‘ Punch.” References to politics and politicians are 
entirely absent from the issue, which is composed of just 
pure fun. It can be strongly recommended as an ideal 
companion for a quiet, restful hour. In an Alpine scene 
Arthur Watts depicts a climber roped between two guides 
in an agony of terror on the side of a precipice, with the 
leading guide advising him to “ Take it easy, Sir, and keep 
your strength for the difficult part;’’ while one of George 
Morrow’s characteristically quaint pictures introduces us 
to ‘Cruel Sports of Olden Times—‘ Stoning the Henge ’ 
on Salisbury Plain.’ The Summer Number is full of enter- 
taining jokes and pictures. The price is Is. 
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Invitations Are Being Issued by the Directors of the 
South Metropolitan Gas Company to 4000 South Londo, 
children, for a Co-partnership Féte at the Crystal Palace 
on June 13. All the guests, who will be under 15 years of 
age, are the children of co-partners employed by the (onm- 
pany. The programme includes field sports, a large variety 
of other entertainments, and a gigantic tea. 


Gas Production in Czecho-Slovakia.—The Ministry of 
Public Works of Czecho-Slovakia has recently issued a re- 
port which shows that the production of gas in the country 
during 1929 reached a total of 3829 million c.ft., contrasted 
with only 3399 million c.ft. in the preceding year—an in- 
crease of approximately 12°7 p.ct. The return shows that 
there are 85 gas undertakings in the country, the largesi 
of which is that of Prague, which in 1929 produced 1458 
million c.ft., or nearly 39 p.ct. of the total for the whole 
country. 


Splendid Fire Brigade Work averted what might have 
been a most serious situation at a recent outbreak of fire 
at Bangor (Co. Down) Gas-Works when a large shed 
blazed furiously. For some time it appeared to onlookers 
that not only the shed but the gasholders and adjoining 
buildings would be involved. The fire, which was for- 
tunately got under control, is thought to have been caused 
by a leak in the distillation plant. Immediately it was 
discovered gas-works employees who were on the scene 
assisted in the extinguishing operations. 


The Sunderland Gas Company have made arrange- 
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ments to receive a substantial supply of gas from the 
Fencehouses coke-works of the Lambton, Hetton, and 
Joicey Collieries, Ltd. Work has already commenced on 
laying a 15-in. main from the coke-works to the Gas Com- 
pany’s works at Hendon, Sunderland, about seven miles 
distant, and it is expected that this will be completed by 
the end of this year. The crude gas received from the 
coke ovens will be purified by the Gas Company and mixed 
with their own gas, so that the quality of gas supplied to 
the consumer will not be affected in any way. The 
Houghton-le-Spring and Hetton areas, which are nearer 
to ow coke-works, are already supplied with gas from the 
works. 


The Officials and Staff of the Chester United Gas Com- 
pany met at a Dinner and Social at the Royal Oak Hotel, 
Chester, on Monday, May 11, and made presentations to 
two of the oldest members of their staff who have recently 
retired. The recipients were Mr. C. P. Jones, of the 
Clerical and Collecting Staff, after 49 years’ service with 
the Company, who was presented with a travelling case 
and treasury notes, and Mr. Daniel Sconce (Meter In- 
spector), who has served the Company for the past 52 
years, and who was presented with a gold watch chain 
and pendant suitably inscribed. Mr. H. Hopkinson, 
Secretary of the Company, presided and made the pre- 
sentations, and Mr. J. H. Noble (Engineer and Manager) 
was also present, and proposed the toast to the Chester 
United Gas Company. 


The Acquisition of the Gas Undertaking by the 
Council was recently discussed at a meeting of the Blyth 
Corporation. It was proposed by the Lighting Committee 
that it would be advisable and practicable to take the 
necessary steps to acquire the undertaking of the Blyth 
Company, and to authorize Mr. Valon to negotiate with 
the Blyth Gas Company as to the terms upon which the 
undertaking could be transferred to the Corporation. An 
amendment was moved by Councillor Handley, seconded 
by Councillor Armstrong, that the Town Clerk be instructed 
to inquire as to the price the Company would be prepared 
to accept for the transfer to the Council. The amendment 
was put and lost. A further amendment was moved by 
Alderman Twaddle, and seconded by Councillor Rafferty, 


that the matter be again referred to the Lighting and. 


Water Committee for re-consideration with a view to a 
specific amount being arrived at as an offer to be made 
to the Company for the acquisition of the undertaking, 
and to report thereon to the Council. The amendment 
was lost and the recommendation of the Committee 
adopted. 











AL 
}3| 


the 
don 
ace 
S of 
Om- 
ety 


of 


try 
ted 


lat 
est 








on 


(OURNAL ; 
27, 1931 


GAS 
May 


British Commercial Gas Association. 


At their meeting on May 20 the General Committee of 


’ the British Commercial Gas Association approved the re- 
' commendation of the Executive that Major Geoffrey H. 


Kitson, Chairman of the City of Leeds Gas Committee, 
should be nominated for election as President for the year 
1931-32. The Committee also approved the action of the 
Executive in offering to Sir Francis Goodenough, C.B.E.., 
terms which he was willing to accept for the continuance 
of his work for the Industry as Chairman of the Executive 
on his retirement from the service of the Gas Light and 
Coke Company. 

The General Committee subsequently were entertained at 
luncheon and tea at Watson’ House by the Gas Light and 
Coke Company and spent the afternoon in a tour of in- 
spection of the training shops and laboratories there. Sir 
Francis Goodenough took the chair at the luncheon, and 
thanks to the Governor and Directors for their hospitality 
were expressed by the President, Mr. John E. Daw, and 
Major Kitson. The latter also tendered thanks to the 
General Committee for deciding to nominate him for the 
next presidency. 

ee 


Rotarians Visit Dudley Gas-Works. 


Many of the members of the Dudley Rotary Club had 
an interesting experience on May 18 last, when, after the 
weekly luncheon, they witnessed the processes of manu- 
facture at the works of the Dudley Gas Light and Coke 
Company, a privilege afforded by the Directors of the 
Company and through the invitation of the Engineer and 
General Manager (Mr. F. C. Briggs), who is President of 
the Rotary Club. 

Every arrangement had been made for the convenience 
of the party, and competent members of the staff conducted 
them through the respective departments. 

After spending an interesting time in the works, the 
following figures referring to the output for 1930 were 
given to the visitors: Coal carbonized, 26,300 tons; oil 
used, 39,800 gallons; gas produced, 22,635,500 therms; coke 
produced, 15,137 tons; tar produced, 376,000 gallons; area 
supplied, 35 square miles; miles of mains, 120; number of 
consumers, 18,550; number of employees, 257. 


= 


A Fine Advertising Effort. 


A striking double page advertising display was staged by 
the Gas Industry in a recent edition of the ‘‘ South Wales 
Echo and Express.’’ The British Commercial Gas Associa- 
tion and the Cardiff Gas Light and Coke Company, together 
with a number of appliance manufacturers, including 
Radiation Ltd., R. & A. Main, Ltd., the Parkinson Stove 
Company and others, co-operated in a valuable piece of 
propaganda which could not fail to create an impression 
upon readers of the newspaper. 

An unusual note was struck by the publication on the 
first page of a letter from Sir Francis Goodenough to the 
Editor of the ‘‘ South Wales Echo,’’ in which he pointed out 
that although the Gas Industry has been in existence con- 
siderably over a century, it is neither old-fashioned nor 
‘“‘ ageing.’’ Its continued and progressive expansion proves 
its growing value to the community in supplying an econo- 
mical and convenient fuel alike for domestic and industrial 
use. The announcement on these pages, Sir Francis said, 
will bring to notice appliances which, with the aid of scien- 
tific research and best workshop practice, have been con- 
structed to give efficient service and complete satisfaction 
to the consumer. 

Some of the striking figures of the Gas Industry were 
then given in an article by Sir Francis, who concluded by 
stating that without recourse to prophecy upon its develop- 
ment in the years ahead, we can feel assured that the future 
of the Gas Industry will be as successful as the 125 years 
which have gone before. 

A contribution on the subject of ‘‘Gas in Home and 
Industry ’’ by Mr. J. C. Walker, Secretary of the British 
Commercial Gas Association, showed how the Gas Industry 
is linked up with the everyday needs of the home, the com- 
fort and well-being of rich and poor alike, and how it is 
also linked up with the everyday needs of industry, the 
hodily welfare of the employees, and the financial success 
of the employers in factory, workshop, and commercial 
house. As in the home, gas serves both rich and poor, so 
in the industrial and commercial field gas influences for 

ood the employers, the workmen, and those (whether rate- 
ayers or shareholders) who find the money for the enter- 
rise, 

The display of gas appliances in the accompanying ad- 
ertisements was very comprehensive, and indicated the 

1ost up-to-date, efficient, and attractive of the Industry’s 
as consuming apparatus for all purposes in the home. 
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THE NEWS—continued. 


First International Gas Conference. 


The Secretary of the Institution of Gas Engineers, Mr. 
J. R. Willis Alexander, informs us that the attendance, 
as notified by May 25, at the First International Gas 
Conference and the undermentioned functions was: 





Conference attendance . 1070 
JUNE 2. 

“AtHlome”’... . 220 
Reception and dance 799 
JUNE 3. 

Kew Gardens . “(ier > Eee Pe 110 
ean. os Ss ee ee 77 
Southall Gas-Works . eo A HG 152 
WOE ik kia Nios La 92 
‘* London by Night’’ Tour 238 
JUNE 4. 

Windsor 145 
JUNE 5. 

Sussex Tour 156 





Society of British Gas Industries. 


A meeting of the Council was held at 56, Victoria Street, 
Westminster, S.W.1, on May 19, Mr. Frank West, the 
Chairman, presiding. Those present were: Dr. E. ‘ 
Smith, Col. E. A. Wilson, Messrs. C. A. Goodall, H. E. 
Bennet, L. Hartley, F. J. Gould, H. M. Thornton, E. J. 
Davison, F. C. Tilley, B. B. Waller, W. H. Handley, 
R. J. Milbourne, and A. L. Griffith, Secretary. Apologies 
for absence were reported from Messrs. D. M. Gibb, E. J. 
Fox, C. R. F. Threlfall, R. B. Hodgson, D. W. Turner, 
T. O. Wilton, T. A. Clapham, Ernest West, G. Ewart, and 
W. J. D. Howell. 

A letter was read from the British Commercial Gas 
Association conveying a special vote of thanks to the 
Society for the part played in making the Gas Industries 
Section at the British Industries Fair, Birmingham, 1931, 
the success it had proved, and for the manner in which the 
whole Gas Group Exhibits had been carried out. 

Correspondence which had passed between the National 
Gas Council, the Institution of Gas Engineers, and the 
Society with regard to the desirability of the appointment 
of a Joint Advisory Standing Technical Committee on 
Lighting was considered. 

The following suggestions were approved—viz. : 


(1) That the existing Committee on Street Lighting be 
enlarged. 

(2) That its title be the ‘‘ Joint Advisory Standing Tech- 
nical Committee on Lighting.”’ 

(3) That the terms of reference be extended to include 
all forms of gas lighting. 


It was reported that the paper to be submitted by the 
Society on ‘* Lighting of Factories and Large Public Build- 
ings ’’ at the International Illumination Congress in Sep- 
tember next was now well in hand and would be read by 
Dr. E. W. Smith. 

The announcement that the Right Hon. Lord Eustace 
Percy, M.P., had consented to continue as President of 
the Society for another year was received with much 
gratification. 


ee 





A Victory for Gas Lighting at Crewkerne. 


The struggle between the Crewkerne Gas and Coke Com- 
pany and the local Electricity Company for the public 
lighting of Crewkerne, after keen competition, has come 
to a conclusion in favour of gas lighting. The Gas Com- 
pany provided for 110 lamps of approximately 17,100 c.p. 
at a cost of £300, plus £2 10s. for each additional lamp 
fixed. The Electricity Company provided for 100 lamps 
of approximately 10,450 c.p. at a cost of £398, plus the 
Council obtaining and paying for the necessary wayleaves. 
The charge for each additional lamp was £3 17s. 6d. The 
Electricity Company was not prepared to light certain 
lamps at Redgate and Broadshard. The Gas Company 
proposed to provide 19 special lamps in important centres 
of the town and to replace lamps in important positions 
and to use the lamps replaced in substitution of less efficient 
ones. 

After going thoroughly into the tenders submitted the 
Sub-Committee were of the opinion that the Gas Company’s 
tender was by far the more favourable one, and provided 
the Gas Company were prepared to agree to a modification 
of the period of the contract from five years to three years 
and accept a penalty clause to ensure proper maintenance, 
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THE NEWS-— continued. 


the Committee would be prepared to make a recommen- 
dation to the Council. Accordingly, they interviewed the 
Manager of the Gas Company and suggested certain alter- 
ations and amendments to their tender, which the Direc- 
tors of the Company had accepted. The Committee then 
unanimously recommended that the tender of the Crew- 
kerne Gas and Coke Company as amended be accepted, 
which was adopted. 





New Plant for Dundee. 


The Gas Committee of Dundee Town Council have agreed 
to spend £3595 on the purchase of additional plant. 

The tender was that of Humphreys & Glasgow, Ltd., the 
makers of the present carburetted water gas plant, for the 
extension of one set. The offer amounted to £3075, and, 
with an electric motor blower costing £520, which would 
act as a stand-by to the present steam turbine blowing 
plant, totalled £3595. 

The Department’s portion of work for foundations, 
piping, &c., was estimated at £405. It was suggested that 
it would be advantageous to the Department to accept this 
offer and thus ensure an uninterrupted carburetted water 
gas production during winter months. 


iin, 
—- 





Gas Equipment at “ The Dorchester.” 


To give an idea of the kitchens of the new Dorchester 
Hotel in Park Lane, London, one must realize the 
spaciousness of the planning. An area of roughly 230 by 
120 ft. is devoted to the lay-out, and this space has been 
ably used in planning and equipping a kitchen on 
thoroughly sound, modern lines. A smoothly flowing ser- 
vice to and from the restaurant, grill rooms, and ban- 
queting rooms on the ground floor was the chief desidera- 
tum. The main kitchen occupies an island in the centre, 
with the principal equipment. An inspection revealed that 
the Carron Company have installed modern equipment 
possessing robust construction, combined with efficiency 
and pleasing appearance. 

Apparatus in the main kitchen consists of three large 
central ranges, each having six ovens, electrically heated, 
with gas boiling tops. On each end of the ranges nearest 
the service hot closet, steam-heated bain-maries are fitted. 
These principal ranges offer a smart appearance in their 
black vitreous enamel finish, with bright parts chromium 
plated. Other equipment in this centre island includes a 
large double compartment coke grill and a large gas roast- 
ing oven, three steam-heated tilting pans, three gas-heated 
stockpot stoves, and a special two-tank vegetable boiling 
pan. 

The staff kitchen has a double oven range with electric 
ovens and gas boiling top, a large gas roasting oven, a 
battery of steaming ovens, gas-heated salamanders, and a 
22 ft. steam-heated hot closet. In the still room are a 
gas boiling table and gas salamanders. 

The Carron Company, who were also responsible for 
equipping the services on the upper floors, have every 
reason to be proud of their equipment. Mr. P. J. Glad- 
well, the firm’s London representative, handled the con- 
tract. 


ta, 
—- 





Not a Dying Industry. 


That it is at last beginning to be generally realized that 
the Gas Industry is not a dying industry is indicated by a 
leading article in the ‘‘ Western Mail ’’ of May 22, in con- 
nection with the meeting in Cardiff of the Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire District Institution of Gas Engineers and Mana- 
gers. 

The time has long passed away, stated the article, when 
the highest achievement of the Gas Industry was a pale 
jet of low candle-power. To-day the highly-developed gas- 
burner vies with the electric lamp, while the uses of gas 
for heating purposes are not only numerous but increasing. 
Just as to-day it is fashionable to speak slightingly of coal 
fuel on the ground that “ This is the oil age,’’ so a genera- 
tion ago it was assumed that gas illumination was doomed 
to *‘ extinction ”’ through the aggressive rivalry of electric 
light. But the Gas Industry has not yielded to fate, and 
the coal industry is similarly reasserting itself. It must 
of course be confessed that the great advances which gas 
utilization has made as a source of both light and heat 
have been largely due to the competition of electricity, but 
in almost every sphere of human interest progress is the 
child of rivalry, and the most potent form of rivalry. is 
that of business. 

Despite the advancing employment of electricity, con- 
tinued the article, the consumption of gas in the areas 
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covered by the members of the Wales and Monmouthshire 
Institution has doubled since the year when the Liastity. 
tion was formed a quarter of a century ago. Thanks ty 
the spur of competition, aided by the improved training 
methods of the technical schools, progress has been mace 
over a varied field in the use of gas for heating purpose; 
not only in the lighter industries but in a heavy industry 
like that of tin-plate manufacture, and these results haye 
been accomplished in spite of the restrictions whic! the 
legislature has imposed on development in the gas-works 
owned by public utility companies. The advantazeoys 
employment of gas for heating in industry arises from 
economical transmission, as in the utilization of electricity 
for power purposes. Gas can be carried to any point in 
an industrial process, a high efficiency can be speedily 
attained and waste eliminated, just as in the use of ap 
electric motor for the driving of machinery. The Gas 
Industry in South Wales has set an example to others by 
co-operation in the remunerative disposal of the valuable 
residuals of gas manufacture and by the maintenance at 
Cardiff of a central bureau of information, a showrooi of 
appliances for gas utilization, and a laboratory for expeti- 
ments. 


-— 
— 





Gas Publicity and Advertising in the United 
States. 


The American Gas Association have issued a report on 
statistics compiled of the moneys expended by 47 com- 
panies during the year 1929, which are of interest as show- 
ing the importance attached to publicity in the United 
States. As the report deals separately with the nine com- 
panies selling natural gas, we shall confine our attention to 
the figures submitted by the 38 companies selling manu- 
factured gas. 

Expenditure by these latter companies on publicity and 
advertising (excluding amounts expended in advertising 
coke) averaged 38 cents (say, Is. 7d.) per consumer per 
annum, or less than 1 p.ct. (actually 0°88 p.ct.) of the gross 
revenue derived from the sale of gas. Thus 38 companies, 
with slightly in excess of 5 million consumers and a gross 
revenue of approximately £40,000,000, spent some £383,000 









on advertising and publicity in one year. The consumers 
served by gas undertakings in the British Isles are nearly 
twice the number supplied by the American companies 
quoted, but we doubt whether anything approaching the 
U.S.A. figure is spent on direct and collective advertising. 

A further table of statistics shows that the bulk of the 
expenditure was in respect of newspaper advertising, with 
60°3 p.ct. of the total, direct mail advertising coming 
second with 10°7 p.ct. Of the total expenditure, 2°4 p.ct. 
was in respect of radio broadcasting. The total expendi- 
ture is further analyzed to show that some 49 p.ct. repre- 
sents the cost of advertising gas appliances, while less than 
1 p.ct. is expended on advertising the stock and shares of 
the companies included in this investigation; the balance 
took the form of “service building ’’ and “ goodwill ”’ 
advertising. 

ee 


Benzole Production. 
A New Standard. 


The benzole-producing interests of Britain, France, and 
Germany, states the ‘‘ Manchester Guardian,” are to meet 
in conference in Hamburg early next month to discuss the 
adoption of a new international standard for the refined 
spirit. The conference is held at the instance of the Con- 
tinental producers, and if the end they seek ig reached 
benzole will be marketed of higher quality as a fuel for the 
internal combustion engine, with greater power, while an 
increased output from a given quantity of coal will benefit 
the collieries. 

“The refining method at present in use, especially in 
this country,’’ continues the article, ‘“‘ is what is known as 
the acid process, in which the benzole, in the latest stages 
of refinement, is washed with strong sulphuric acid. It is 
now claimed, however, that this is not wholly satisfactory 
in that certain deleterious qualities are left, and that it is, 
further, wasteful because the method washes out the un- 
saturated hydrocarbons, which as constituents of a fuel for 
an internal combustion engine have a high value. The 
process now preferred is known as the Instil method, in 
which these unsaturated hydrocarbons are retained, and at 
the same time the spirit is freed from any trace of free 
sulphur and gummy and resinous matter, components with 
a harmful effect upon a motor engine. But the fact that.it 
gives the motorist and the motor vehicle user a more 
powerful spirit, and therefore more mileage per gallon, is 











| 


AL 
3] 


Shire 
tity. 
KS to 
ining 
nade 
OSes 
Astry 
have 
the 
Orks 
e0us 
from 
icity 
it in 
‘dily 
f an 
ras 
s by 
able 
P at 
n of 
eri. 


ted 


on 
ym- 
w- 
ted 
m- 

to 
1u- 


nd 
ng 
er 
SS 


SS 
00 








GAS JOURNAL 
May 27, 1931 


| not the chief reason for seeking to change the present stan. 


dard. The method gives something like a 7 p.ct. increase 
of spirit from coal compared with the acid process. It is 
already in use on a big scale in Germany, and in this 


country the practice is followed at the Glasgow Corporation 
Gas-Works and at collieries in Derbyshire and Yorkshire. 
{t is calculated that the annual output of benzole in this 


~ country is about 30 million gallons, and that with the con- 


version of existing plant (estimated at about £200 per 
plant) this could be increased by 2 million gallons. We 
import some 50 million gallons of benzole, so that there 


_ appears to be room for a greater quantity of home- 


produced spirit.” 


- 





Cookery Demonstrations at Kingsbridge. 


Under the auspices of the Devon Gas Association, Ltd., a 
series of demonstrations and lectures on gas cookery were 
given by Miss Lina Parkyn at the Town Hall, Kingsbridge, 
on May 19, 20, 21, and 22. Models of the most up-to-date 
gas cookers, fires, coppers, radiators, fans, geysers, and 
other household necessities were on view. Exhibits which 
attracted considerable attention were the ‘‘ Newbridge ”’ 
gas switch; a gas driven portable fan which can be operated 
for a number of hours at a cost of a penny; and the 
“ Vulean ’’ gas cooker, which automatically regulates the 
heat. 

At the opening of the series of demonstrations, Mr. R. J. 
Rew, Managing Director of the Devon Gas Association, 
said it was nearly a century ago that gas was first supplied 
in Kingsbridge, and it could not be obtained at a cheaper 
rate anywhere in Devon or Cornwall than it was offered to 
consumers in that town to-day. The mains had been ex- 
tended to West Alvington, and 157 new consumers had been 
obtained in the Kingsbridge and West Alvington district. 

It was pointed out that all the gas fires on show were 
made in Devon, and that as far as possible local labour was 
employed. 


ati 
—— 





Ministry of Health Inquiry at Birmingham. 


The need for the provision of a central fittings depét for 
the Birmingham Corporation Gas Department was urged 
at a Ministry of Health inquiry at the Council House on 
May 19, conducted by Mr. J. Gardner, into the application 
of the City Council for sanction to borrow £186,000 for this 
purpose. It is proposed to centralize the section at Lord 
Street. There was no opposition to the application. The 
case for the Corporation was presented by Mr. F. C. 
Minshull, Deputy Town Clerk. 

Figures indicating the growth of the Gas Undertaking 
were submitted by Mr. A. W. Smith, the General Manager 
and Secretary. He stated the number of consumers for 
the year ended March 381, 1900, was 76,952. By 1920 the 
number had increased to 185,183, and for the year ended 
March 31 this year to 279,787. The continued expansion 
of the business of the Department had caused great con- 


gestion, particularly at the head office at the Council House, - 


and the various sections of the fittings department; and 
it had been urgently necessary for some time past that 
additional accommodation should be provided. 

The general office staff at the Council House was in some 
cases working under very unsatisfactory conditions, and the 
staff of the fittings section was housed in three different 
buildings—the Council House Extension, Atlas Buildings in 
Edmund Street, and Lord Street—rendering administration 
and supervision difficult, causing delay in getting materials 
together, and increasing the cost of handling. At present 
there were approximately 286,596 meters, 272,481 cookers, 
140,412 gas fires, and thousands of hot water appliances in 
the area of supply. It was anticipated that these number's 
would be greatly increased in the near future owing to the 
— activities taking place in the city and neighbour- 
100d. 

The Department now undertook the repair and main- 
tenance of apparatus fixed in consumers’ premises, and this 
service was increasing the amount of repair and renovation 
work carried out in.the repair depdt. Recently space in 
the new stores at Lord Street had been allocated for the 
use of a laboratory for testing domestic gas appliances. 
The policy of the Gas Committee was that no new type of 
domestie gas appliance supplied through the Undertaking’s 
various showrooms should be installed in consumers’ pre- 
mises without first having been thoroughly tested out. The 
number of employees at present engaged at the Lord Street 
shops and stores totalled approximately 200, but when the 
scheme of centralizing the fittings department was com- 
pleted this number would be increased by approximately a 
further 300 men, who would be transferred from the Council 
House and Atlas Buildings. 
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THE NEWS—continued. 


Co-Partners Dine at Bishop’s Stortford. 


About a hundred employees of the Bishop’s Stortford, 
Harlow, and Epping Gas and Electricity Company were 
the guests of the Chairman and Directors of the Company 
at the Annual Dinner, held on May 13. Among those 
present were the first four pensioners of the Company’s 
co-partnership scheme, which was inauguratéd eight years 





ago. 

The Chairman (Mr. E. L. Burton) said that during the 
past year the Company had been able to credit the co- 
partnership fund with £592 as a share of their profit. Dur- 
ing the same period dividends on the stock which the co- 
partners held amounted to £377. In a year or two, divi- 
dends would equal the amount of profit allotted. As an 
illustration of the working of the scheme, the Chairman 
pointed out that an employee joining the scheme at 25 
and retiring on pension at 65, should, provided he had left 
his dividends to accumulate, have something like £1200 to 
£1600 to his credit in additon to his pension from the fund. 
Co-partnership, ‘the Chairman added, cemented together 
the staff and management of the Company so that they 
worked as a united team. 

Mr. H. H. Claydon, Chairman of the Bishop’s Stortford 
Urban District Council, who was among the visitors, said 
co-partnership had the happy result of creating a better 
understanding between master and man. He ventured to 
think that the lack of such understanding and friendly 
feeling was the cause of a good deal of the unrest in the 
country to-day. It was quite obvious, he continued, that 
the Company’s staff were a happy body of men. In con- 
clusion, Mr. Claydon remarked that some of the trades- 
men of the town would like to participate in the scheme. 
They would be quite content to receive no dividends, he 
thought, provided the Company could give them a reduc- 
tion in the price of gas and electricity. [|Laughter.] 

Mr. H. Kent, a shareholder, said he was proud to be 
associated with a body of people who were working for 
the good of the Company as a whole and also for the 
good of the community. He could remember the time 
when the Bishop’s Stortford Urban Council felt they would 
like to swallow a good morsel, and that morsel was the 
Bishop’s Stortford Gas Company. Just at that time, 
however, Mr. Burton and Mr. F. H. Jones (Vice-Chairman) 
swept into their circle other gas companies, until the mor- 
sel became so large that it would have been almost an im- 
possibility for the Council to have swallowed it. Mr. Kent 
considered the inauguration of the co-partnership scheme 
one of the best moves ever made by the Company. 

In proposing a vote of thanks to the officers of the Com- 
pany, the Chairman referred to the loss the Company had 
suffered by being deprived of the services of Mr. S. E 
Knowles, who was recently appointed Secretary to the 
Eastbourne Gas Company. 

Mr. W. Hollidge, on behalf of the staff, thanked the 
Chairman and Directors for their hospitalitv. and said how 
much the employees appreciated the happy spirit of unity 
created by the co-partnership scheme. 

During the evening an enjoyable entertainment was pro- 
vided. 


in, 
— 





Notes on New Books. 


THE GERMAN TAR INDUSTRY AND ITS ECONOMIC 
ASPECTS,* 


This book is not a treatise on tar distillation or on the 

manufacture of tar products, but a review of the economic 
situation of the tar industry in Germany. The author has 
succeeded in treating his subject in an extremely interest- 
ing manner and reviews the growth and development of 
the bye-product coke industry and of the Gas Industry as 
well as the present organization of the tar industry. Due 
credit is given to the pioneering work of Great Britain. 
An account is also presented of the historical develdpment 
of the tar industry from the point of view of the various 
applications to which the distillation products and residues 
are put. Information as to exports of tar products and 
the trend of prices over a period of years is also given. A 
valuable feature is the vast amount of statistical informa- 
tion. 
It is of special interest to note that although the Gas 
Industry is still making great strides in Germany, the coke 
oven industry has developed to such an extent that, nowa- 
days, 81 p.ct. of the tar produced is coke oven tar and 
only 19 p.ct. gas-works tar. The economical working up 
of tar in gas-works is generally not feasible in Germany, 
since more than 90 p.ct. of the gas-works have an annual 
production of tar less than 1200 tons. 

* Die deutsche Steinkohlenteerindustrie und ihre wirtschaftlichen Zusam- 
menhinge by F. A. Heydenreich. Volume 26 of the series Kohle-Koks-Teer 
(Halle, 1931, Wilhelm Knapp. Pp. XVI. + 256. Price RM, 23 unbound, 
RM. 24.60 bound). 








AT A PICTURE HOUSE # 


When the Directors of the Chesterfield Picture House 
decided to extend the kinema to provide accommodation 
for an up-to-date ballroom and a first-class Presa on they 
not only added greatly to the amenities of the town, but 
made a much-needed iniprovement in road conditions also. 

The opportunity has been taken to make many techni- 
cal improvements in the kinema, but what interests us 
most here are the restaurant and the catering arrange- 
ments. The restaur: - is on the first Sressy with the ball- 
room adjoining. The bright and ple asing decorative scheme 
of the interior indicates the good taste of all concerned, 
while the excellent kitchen arrangements confirm § their 
judgment and competence 

Rapid and orderly lain service, scrupulous cleanli- 
ness, and the saving of unnecessary labour are points that 
have been studied with the greatest care, and with every 
regard to the most modern practice, in the selection of the 
appliances and in their disposition. Nor was the task of 
arranging the various pieces made easier by the size of 


KITCHEN EQUIPMENT :: 
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A convincing demonstration of 


the advantages of gas for large. 


scale cooking 


of which are suspended from the ceiling) and with a haip- 
marie. The needs of her customers having been seen to 
here, the waitress carries on—always in the same direction 
towards the usual still-room equipment for the making 
of tea, cofiee, and cocoa, the poac ‘hing of eggs, and so 
forth. The necessary items collected there, she re-emerges 
by the exit door from the servery to the restaurant. 
Thus is rapid service ensured, but the arrangement of 
the servery, admirable as it is, represents but a later stage 
in the progress of the food from its raw to its served siate, 
The servery must have an efficient kitchen organization 
behind it. Something of this shall be told later; mean- 
while, there is the no less important matter of cleanliness, 
To this end, all the cooking apparatus is porcelain en- 
amelled, ‘ ‘Rado ” grey mottled-in parts, white in others, 
and all the bright fittings, such as the taps, are chromium- 
plated. Enamel, of course, can easily be kept clean, and 
chromium needs, as is now well known, only the least 
attention to retain its original brightness. Not only so, 














the room intended for the kitchen, which was, indeed, at 
first regarded as too small to serve so large a dining room. 
This and other difficulties, however, were eventually over- 
come in a manner worthy alike of the proprietors of the 
Picture House, of the close and expert attention given by 
the Chesterfield Gas Department, and of the long experi- 
ence and specialized knowledge of the Davis Gas Stove 
Company, Ltd. (Radiation Ltd., Proprietors), the manu- 
Sootueet of the appliances, who were responsible also for 
the lay-out of the kitchen. 

The way in which the kitchen leads directly from the 
banqueting hall or dining-room is a particular example of 
the manner in which the lay-out ministers to speedy ser- 
vice. The servery is part of the kitchen, and has separate 
entrance and exit doors. The details are arranged for the 
waiting-staff to work on the ‘‘ one-way ’”’ principle. In 
her progress, after coming into the servery by the entrance 
door, a waitress first deposits the dirty crockery on a 
teak top on her left. On the opposite side of this, in the 
kitchen itself, is a washing-up machine, whence the washed, 
dried, and sterilized crockery is taken by one of the kitchen 
staff and put into an enamelled gas-heated hot-closet for 
use again. The course of this process—from the depositing 
of the dirty plates to their readiness for re-use—traces the 
smallest possible circle, or rathér‘triangle; there is not a 
single step to be taken that can be avoided. 

After leaving her dirty plates on the teak top, the 
waitress finds next to it the hot-closet into which these 
plates will go when clean. It has doors also on her side, 
and through these supplies of heated plates and dishes can 
be taken out as wanted. A 12-ft. Davis carving-table sur- 
mounts it, and this is fitted with carving-wells (the covers 
























but a picture of glittering cleanliness is presented by the 
kitchen, which the proprietors are proud to throw open 
to the inspection of their customers at any time. 

The enamelled appliances include, on an island site in 
the kitchen, a battery of ovens, four for roasting and one 
for baking pastry; a boiling-t: able, which has a bain- -marie 
and, underneath, a grid shelf for standing pots, and is 
surmounted by a pot-rack supported on standards; a 
griller and toaster; a stock-pot stand; a double-pan fish- 
frier; and a vegetable and pudding steamer automatically 
fed with water. All these appliances, which are gas heated, 
were made by the Davis Gas Stove Company, Ltd. All 
but the fish-frier are supported on stands, so as to make 
for the more convenient handling of trays of food from 
the ovens and to help in the general cleanliness of the 
kitchen by enabling the terazzo-mosaic floor beneath to 
be regularly swept “and washed. 

The rest of the equipment is distributed along the two 
long sides of the kitchen. It comprises on one side “ye 
washing machine already referred to; a teak sink and : 
pot sink made by the Nautilus Company, of Luton; a 
porcelain sink for washing fish and vegetables (conveni- 
ently placed opposite the fish-frier and vegetable steamer 
in the centre island), a potato pealer, and.a gas-heated 
boiler that provides the necessary hot water for the 
general purposes of the agree A teak board runs the 
entire length of the wall; is cut away as need be, and 
it forms a “draining-board for each sink. 

The opposite wall is devoted to a long preparation-tabie 
together with the necessary appurtenances, a chopping 
block, and a pot-rack. The preparation- table is equipped 
at one end with a marble slab for preparing pastry, so 
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placed as to be opposite the pastry oven in the central 
‘island ’’—another of the many examples of labour-sav- 
ing arrangements. 

Such an installation as this at the Chesterfield Kinema 
is an effective advertisement, as it is a convincing demon- 
stration, of the advantages of gas for large-scale cooking. 
And not only is gas utilized for the cooking, but also 
for the central heating and for the stand-by lighting of 
the premises. The business of supplying and fixing the 
whole of the apparatus did not come to the Gas Depart- 
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ment of its own accord; it had to be secured by the ener- 
getic salesmanship of Mr. A. Collard, the Distribution 
Superintendent of the Gas Department (now Distribution 
Superintendent at Birkenhead), supported by the progres- 
sive policy of Mr. H. Davies, the Engineer and Manager. 

To help other gas salesmen similarly to secure this sort 
of profitable business, the Davis Gas Stove Company, Ltd., 
have obtained a number of photographic prints of the 
kitchen, and will be pleased to send a set, with explana- 
tory notes, to any gas company for the asking. 
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A NOVEL USE FOR 


. GAS LIGHTING - 





There exists an impression that the quality and flux of 
light of the incandescent gas burner are unsuitable for 
photographic purposes, and so far very little seems to have 
been done in this direction. It has been left to Messrs. 
Wm. Sugg & Co., Ltd., in conjunction with the Tottenham 
and District Gas Company, to evolve a simple fitment 
which in practical use functions extremely well, permitting 
photographs to be taken quite up to the standard of, if 
not superior to, those which depend upon electricity as the 
illuminant. 


Initially, the lamp in question was evolved to meet the 
requirements of Mr. John Ralph, Commercial Photo- 
grapher, of Palmers Green, N. 13, who was prevailed upon 
by the Tottenham and District Gas Company to permit the 
experiment to be made; and from what he says it has 
been exceptionally successful, for he is able to take still-life 
photographs of objects, most of which are for catalogue 
work, 

The fitment comprises a steel structure mounted on 
small rubber-tyred wheels, at the apex of which is a head 
made up in the form of an enamelled steel reflector, into 
which is fitted a rectangular superheater carrying six 
No. 2 nozzles and mantles. This head is permitted to 

rise, fall, and rotate, the height of the fitting being adjust- 
able by the provision of an extension tube housed in the 
‘entre upright. By this means the beam of light may be 
lirected over a vertical angle of practically 90°, The lamp 
may also occupy any position in the studio, being con- 
1ected to the gas supply by flexible tube. 

This special lighting unit undoubtedly has potentialities; 
ind it is understood that Messrs. Sugg are including it 
n their new season’s catalogue. 


| | The application of gas for special purposes 


C) has received further impetus by its use as a 


lighting medium in commercial photography 











Suggs’ Photographers’ Lamp, 








A NEW GAS - 


DRYING PLANT 





One of the great advantages possessed by the Gas In- 
dustry is that manufacturing efficiency does not depend 
upon the size of the works—in other words a well-run small 
plant can produce results equally as efficient as those ob- 
tained by a large works, for a large works is really only a 
series of small ones. Also, developments in technique can 
be applied by the small undertakings quickly. An example 
of such application of new ideas is to be found in the com- 
paratively recent process of gas drying. 

Last week we had the opportunity of seeing a new plant 
for the dual function of gas drying and naphthalene wash- 
ing at the works of the Hoddesdon Gas Light and Coke 
Company, Ltd. As far as we are aware, the plant is the 
first of its kind in this country, and it is manufactured by 
the Chemical Engineering and Wilton’s Patent Furnace 
Company, Ltd. The capacity of the plant is 2} million 
c.ft. of gas a week, though at present it is treating only 
14 millions, which is approximately the weekly output of 
the Hoddesdon Gas Company. An interesting feature of 
the installation is that it is situated at the outlet of the 
holders, and is, therefore, working straight on to the town 
supply. The usual, though not invariable, practice is, of 
course, to place gas drying plants at the inlet to the 
holders. 

The combined gas drying and naphthalene washing plant 
at Hoddesdon has been in operation for only three months, 
and consequently we cannot give any accurate and de- 
tailed figures as to its working; but on our visit last week, 
we were assured by Mr. G. F. Keene, who is Assistant 
Engineer and Manager of the Company and has been in 
charge of the plant since it was installed, that it has given 
every satisfaction, and that a transformation has already 
taken place on the district. The syphons are now dry, and 
there has been a great and gratifying diminution in the 
number of complaints due to stopped services. 


An account of a combined gas drying and naph. 
thalene washing plant installed by the Chemical 
Engineering and Wilton’s Patent Furnace Company 


GAS JOURNAL 
May 27, 193] 








at an 80-million works 


Without going into any great detail, we will give a brief 
description of this new plant, which impresses one immedi- 
ately with its simplicity and compactness. The gas drying 
medium, which is calcium chloride, is pumped from the 
last of a series of three containing vessels into the top of 
two bays of a Wilton’s rectangular washer, where it is 
sprayed down the bays. From the bottom it flows into 
the first of the three containers, then into the second, 
which is at slightly less height than the first; and from the 
second it passes to the third container, which in its turn is 
slightly lower than the second. This circulation is, of 
course, continuous. Periodic readings of the Twaddell of 
the calcium chloride liquor are taken, and when the 
Twaddell strength falls below that desirable for efficient 
drying, part of the circulating liquor is by-passed over an 
evaporator, and from this evaporator to the first of the 
three containers, where it re-enters into normal circuit. 
Heat for evaporation is obtained from the exhaust steam 
from the engine which dgves the pumps which circulate 
the calcium chloride liquor and also the oil which is em- 
ployed for naphthalene washing. This engine is of 2} H.p., 
and the pumps, four in number, are in line, and are warked 
from the one shaft. They are a ve ry neat job indeed. As 
for the sprays, these are of Wilton’s patent flushing type; 
and windows are placed at suitable levels in each bay of 
the washer so that an observer at ground level may have a 
clear, through view of the action of the washing medium. 

Costs of working the plant are not available, but we are 
informed that they are low and are well offset by financial 
advantages which accrue from the lack of trouble due to 
water and naphthalene on the district. Altogether the in- 
stallation is an interesting one; and we feel that before 





long all gas undertakings, irrespective of size, will come to 
the conclusion that they cannot afford to neglect to dry 
their gas. , 


> + 


IN CONTINENTAL 
COUNTRIES - - - 








SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FINENESS OF DILUENTS 
ADDED TO COKING COALS, 


H. Hock in “ Gliickauf,’’ 1931, 67, 636-638 (May 9), dis- 
cusses blending with special reference to the treatment of 
expanding coals with the object of rendering them suitable 
for carbonization. Expanding coals may often be success- 
fully carbonized when steps are taken to reduce the bulk 
density by fine crushing, by addition of a suitable amount 
of water, and by slow carbonization in wide ovens. As re- 
gards securing the same end by blending with feebly 
coking coals or other inert material, it is shown that very 
fine grinding of the added material enables success to be 
achieved with much smaller additions than are needed 
when fine grinding is not practised. Thus, in a crucible 
test, the addition to a very strongly coking coal of 10 p.ct. 
of cannel coal having an average grain size of sy in. had 
but slight effect, though the effect on the swelling power 
was enhanced several times when the grain size was ap- 
proximately z%> in. The swelling pressure of a 90: 10 
mixture of coking coal and dull coal was halved by re- 
ducing the grain size of the latter from 135 in. to sbo in. 

Special attention must be paid to the securing of effi- 
cient mixing in the case of blends. The experiments de- 
scribed show that the added material must be ground more 
finely than the main bulk. Whereas crushing and mixing 








Abstract Translations from the 
Technical Press of France and Germany 


are generally effected in one machine or, alternatively, 
mixing precedes crushing, the proper course is to crush 
first and then blend. 


REMOVAL OF SULPHURETTED HYDROGEN AND 
HYDROCYANIC ACID FROM CRUDE BENZOLE. 


‘* Brennstoff-Chemie,’”’ 1931, 12, 174 (May 1), quotes a 
paper by K. Keller (Ber. Ges. Kohlentechnik, 1931, 3, 
429-36) to the effect that when crude benzole is treated 
with air in presence of ammonia, the ammonium sulphide 
at first formed is converted into polysulphide and then 
into thiosulphate. At the same time, the hydrocyanic acid 
present is removed since, in the ammoniacal medium, it is 
converted into ammonium thiocyanate under the agency 
of the ammonium polysulphide transitorily present. 

The process has the advantage that the crude benzole is 
freed from harmful bodies prior to removal of phenols and 
the preparation of pure phenols is thus considerably facili- 
tated. It has, further, an advantage over the washing of 
the benzole with ammoniacal liquor, in that smaller quan- 
tities of ammonia are required. With a closed washing 
tank and a high-speed agitator which brings the liquid 
into intimate contact with air, 7 gallons of 5 p.ct. am- 
monia suffice for 200 gallons of crude benzole containing 
0°15 gm. H.S and 0°03 gm. HCN per 100 ml. 
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Which contains Full 
Reports of Meetings 
of Gas and Allied 


Associations 





Society of British Gas Industries 


ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER—LORD EUSTACE PERCY AGAIN PRESIDENT 


The Annual General Meeting and Dinner of the Society 
of British Gas Industries were held at the Hotel Metropole, 
London, on Tuesday, May 19. The Presipent (the Right 
Hon. Lord Eustace Percy, M.P.) was in the chair at both 
functions. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

After the minutes of the last annual general meeting and 
the autumn meeting had been confirmed and signed, the 
Council’s Report for 1930-31 was presented. 


REPORT OF THE COUNCIL FOR 1930-31. 


In the first place it has to record with sincere regret the 
passing away of two of the gx f s distinguished Past-Presi- 
dents, Prof. Harold B. Dixon, C. ., F.R.S., and the Right 
Hon. Lord Melchett, F.R.S., both of whom rendered valuable 
service. 

It also has to record with regret the death of the following 
members : 

George A. Sugg, Director, William Sugg & Co., Ltd. 

td Glover, Director, West’s Gas Improvement Company, 

Ltd. 
Ernest Wilson, Director, Wilsons & Mathiesons, Ltd. 

John A. Macleod, Director, Parkinson & Cowan, Ltd. 

Walter Grange, Managing Director, Foster & Pullen, Ltd. 

Alderman Sidney Flavel, Chairman, Sidney Flavel & Co., Ltd. 

Congratulations are offered to Dr. E. W. Smith, C.B.E., D.Sc., 
F.1.C., on the conferment on him by His Majesty the King of a 
Commander of the Order of the British Empire for his services 
as Technical Director to the Area Gas Supply Committee. Also 
to Mr. Percy F. Holmes, J.P., on his election as an Honorary 
Member of the Institution of Gas Engineers. 

The Society is much indebted to the Right Hon. Viscount 
Cecil of Chelwood, Past-President, for the admirable Address he 
presented at the last Annual Meeting in which he dealt with 
Industrial Relationship. This Address was full of valuable sug- 
gestions and very interesting to all the members. Sincere thanks 
are offered to him for the Address and the time he devoted to 
the interests of the Society during his Presidency. 

British Commercial Gas Association.—Congratulations are 
offered to the Association on their very successful Conference, 
held at Hull and Bridlington in October, at which many of the 
members of the Society were present. 

Board of Trade Committee on Deaths from Gas Poisoning.— 
The Society was invited by the National Gas Council to appoint 
four representatives to the Central Body, which was formed 
under the recommendation of the Departmental Committee on 
Deaths from Gas Poisoning and is represented on this Body by 
Mr. H. M. Thornton, J.P., Dr. E. W. Smith, C.B.E., D.Se., 
F.1.C., Mr. F. J. Gould, and Mr. E. J. Fox. This Central Body 
has now adopted the title of The National Gas Appliances and 
Fittings Advisory Committee. This Committee will from time 
to time confer with the Board of Trade Officials, and will be 
employed in devising means for improving the safety and effici- 
ency of apparatus used in the distribution and supply of gas. 
Sir Francis Goodenough, C.B.E., has been appointed permanent 
Chairman of this Committee. 

The following is Recommendation 3 of the Departmental Com- 
mittee : 


To institute and encourage research into, and to collect in- 
formation regarding, means of rendering gas non-toxic 
and, generally, of improving the safety and efficiency of 
the apparatus used in the distribution and supply of gas. 


Joint Committee on Gas Heating.—The Society is represented 
on the Joint Committee set up by the British Commercial Gas 
Association and the Institution of Gas Engineers. 

British Industries Fair, Birmingham, 1931. —Gas Industries 
Section.—The Society took a leading part, as in the past, in 
the organization of the Special Gas Industries Section at Bir- 
mingham, and members of the Society gave their support to the 
Section as individual exhibitors. There were over 70 exhibitors 
1 this Section. This year there was an innovation in the form 
an Information Bureau provided by the members of the 
Heavy Sections of the Society, in conjunction with the British 
: ymmercial Gas Association. The Bureau was considered by 

all who visited the exhibition as the outstanding feature of the 


f 
Ci 


Fair, standing as it did in the centre of the Gas Section. This 
was staffed by expert salesmen whose services were given _by 
kind permission of several prominent gas undertakings. The 
Bureau is so arranged that with a minimum of alteration it will 
be available for future years. 

The Joint Gas Conference was again arranged, but in the 
second week of the Fair, and was presided over by Sir Arthur 
Duckham, G.B.E., B., one of the Past-Presidents of the 
Society, who opened it the first day with a very admirable ad- 
dress. On the second day Dr. C. H. Lander, C.B.E., D.Sc., gave 
an address on the Gas Industry and its relation to the Fuel 
Problems, and Sir Francis Goodenough, C.B.E., finished up the 
proceedings on the third day with an address on ‘ The Prin- 
ciples of Salesmanship.’’ There was a very good attendance at 
these meetings and the addresses were very well received, and 





LORD EUSTACE PERCY, 
President of the S.B.G.I. 


, 


thanks are due to Mr. H. C. Smith, of Tottenham, for his work 
as Hon. Secretary of the Conference. 

The Right Hon. Lord Eustace Percy, M.P., President of the 
Society, was present at the Luncheon on the first day, and in 
proposing the toast of the Gas Industry, referred to it with much 
enthusiasm. 

In addition to the Joint Gas Conference there were meetings of 
the Junior Gas Associations and also the Gas Salesmen’s Circles. 
Sir Francis Goodenough arranged for a party of prominent lady 
journalists to visit the Fair and inspect the Gas Section and be 
supplied with up-to-date information on present uses of gas for 
heating, lighting, and cooking. 

The whole of the arrangements and organization of the Gas 
Section was admirably carried out, and from the excellent at- 
tendance it would appear that the Fair is becoming more popular 
as time goes on. The Society is very much indebted to the 
Birmingham Corporation Gas Department for its co-operation 
and support given in such an ungrudging manner and to Mr. 

Rogers who has again helped so much as Hon. Secretary. 

The Society was specially thanked for the support the mem- 





bers gave as exhibitors and generally for their co-operation and 
assistance. 

Joint Committee on Street Lighting.—The Society is repre 
sented on the Joint Committee set up by the Institution of Gas 
Engineers. . F 

Retort Setters.—The Manchester Agreement between Section 
I. and the Amalgamated Union of Building Trade Workers has 
continued to work satisfactorily. 

Gasholders.—The Sub-Committee appointed to draw up regu- 
lations embodying safety precautions to be observed by con- 
tractors when carrying out repairs to gasholders, is making 
good progress with its work, and hopes shortly to submit prac- 
tical suggestions to the Home Office which will be effective and 
satisfactory to them and all concerned. ; 

Gas Meter Testing.—The Meter Section has collaborated with 
the Institution of Gas Engineers on the subject of the new Regu- 
lations for Gas Meter Testing, suggested by the Association of 
Statutory Inspectors of Gas Meters; several meetings have been 
held during the year between the four members nominated by 
Section 5, and the Meter Committee of the Institution. 

Refractories.—During the past year the interest shown by 
the Society in refractories has been maintained. The members 
of Section X. are much indebted to the Chairman of the Council 
for his address at the Autumn Meeting which dealt with the 
question of refractories for the Gas Industry. The Joint Refrac- 
tories Research Committee of the Society and the Institution of 
Gas Engineers, under the Chairmanship of Dr. H. G. Colman, 
recently met-at Stoke-on-Trent and had an opportunity of in- 
specting the laboratories there and of discussing matters with 
the various workers. Extremely interesting results are being ob- 
tained there, notably on the permeability of refractories—an 
investigation which bids fair to provide a key to unlock many 
doors hitherto obstinately: closed to investigators, and also dn 
the destructive effect of carbon-monoxide on refractories. Fur- 
ther work is being done on cements and hot patching com- 
pounds, and this has now reached the practical stage. 

Coal Mines Act.—The position has been closely watched, and 
now that the effects of the Quota system are making themselves 
felt, it may become necessary for the members of Section XIV. 
to consider what action should be taken to protect their in- 
terests. 

British Engineering Standards Association.—The Sub-Com- 
mittee of the Illumination Industry Committee, upon which the 
Society is represented, has prepared the British Standard Classi- 
fication of 4" mmetrical Light Distributions from Lighting Fit- 
tings, which has now been approved and published. 

City and Guilds of London Institute.—The prizes in the City 
and Guilds of London Institute in the recent examinations in 
Gas-Works Practice, Gas Supply Practice, and Gas Fitting have 
been duly aw arded and announced in the Technical Press. 

Gas Salesmen’s Circles.—Last year the Society offered a Gold 
Medal to be awarded annually for the best technical paper in 
the Gas Salesmen’s Circles. The papers submitted for the 
session of 1929-30 have been adjudicated, and the Society’s Gold 
Medal has been awarded‘to Mr. Joseph E. White, of the New- 
c astle- upon-Tyne and Gateshead Gas Company, for his paper 
on ‘* Gas and the Modern Engineer.’ 
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The Society wishes to accord its best thanks to the Right Hon. 
Lord Eustace Perey, M.P., for his able and valuable services as 
President during the past year and has much pleasure in an- 
nouncing that he has accepted the Presidency again for the com- 
ing year. 

It also desires to place on record its best thanks to Mr. Frank 
West, M.I. Mech. k., Chairman of the Council, for his opportune 
address on ** The Activities of the S.B.G.I., with Special Refer- 
ence to Refractories,’’ at the Autumn Meeting, which led to a 
good discussion. 

The Council regrets that Mr. D. MacCallum Gibb, the Vice- 
Chairman, for reasons of health and pressure of business, is un- 
able to see his way to be nominated as Chairman for the coming 
year, and wishes to place on record its appreciation of his ser- 


vices to the Society. 
On behalf of the Council, 
Frank West, 
Chairman. 


Mr. Frank West, moving the adoption of the Report, 
first referred to the death of a number of distinguished 
members during the year; and at his request those present 
stood for a few moments as a mark of respect. 

Continuing, Mr. West expressed gratification that Lord 
Kustace Perey had consented to continue as President for 


another year. The Report, he said, contained but a brief 
outline of the activities of the Council during the year, but 
there had been a considerable amount of detail work carried 
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on for the benefit of the members of the Society as a whole, 
rhe Report, however, testified to the fact that the Society 
was increasing its sphere of usefulness as time went on, 3 
large amount of work was also being carried out !y th 

Council in conjunction with other Associations in reg ard ty 
special problems peculiar to the Gas Industry, an| that 
type of activity would also increase rather than di:ninis) 
in the future. This co-operation with other organi: ations 
in the Industry was proving of the greatest value and jn. 
portance. Referring to the British Industries Fair at Biy. 
mingham, Mr. West said the Gas Section was again ex. 

tremely well attended this year; the results had _ heey 
greatly to the benefit of the Industry, and the Soc ‘lety had 
decided to continue its support to the Gas Section in i932, 

Dr. E. W. Smiru, seconding the motion for the adoption 
of the Council’s Report, assured those who were not mem. 
bers of the Council that the work being done increased 
every year both in volume and importance. The Chairman 
this year had laid the foundation for a very definite step 
forward in the future, and the Society, as one of the essen. 
tial units in the Industry, was not only holding its own, 
but was taking on greater responsibility, and co-operating 
with the rest of the Industry in a manner it had never 
previously done. He supported the Chairman in con. 
gratulating the Society that Lord Eustace Percy had con- 
sented to act as President for another year, because the 
Society was very fortunate in having as its President such 
a leader in the best form of political thought in the country, 

The Council’s Report was then carried unanimously 
without discussion. 

Mr. F. J. Goutp (Hon. Treasurer), presenting the ace- 
counts, congratulated the Society on an increase in mem- 
bership during the past year, and, referring to money 
allocated to special purposes, mentioned £2000 for the 
British Commercial Gas Association, £340 for the British 
Industries Fair, and £1000, to be spread over two years, in 
support of the Bureau which occupied such a prominent 
position in the Gas Section at the Birmingham Fair this 
year. 

Mr. Leonarp Harttey seconded the adoption of the ac- 
counts, and the motion was carried without comment. 

The Prestpent then announced that the following had 
been elected to serve on the Council as representatives of 
the Section: 


Mr. W. H. Handley : Mead” Section I, 
Mr. T.A.Clapham .. . oi a Il. 
ewes wee se OO I OE 2 Ill. 
Mr. Leonard Hartley ple ) gta ie IV. 
Mr. H. E. Bennet d efi. 7. Te a V. 
ee Se - VI 
Cal. ©, A. Wem, A wc oo 4... oe 
Mr. T. F. C. Potterton ae se VIII. 
ee ee ew cw ee hat IX. 
Mr. W. J. Gardner . ap Maa me xX. 
Mr. B. B. Waller. . . ye? gee - XT. 
Mr. Thomas O. Wilton .-. . . . . >. (ee 
Alderman George Clark : XIII. 
Mr. Alexander Comley . . . . ‘ os) eee 


Mr. Douglas W. Turner. . ... . i | ae 


Mr. Frank West, moving the election of Dr. E. W. 
Smith as Chairman of the Council for the coming year, 
referred to the large amount of work Dr. Smith had already 
done for the Society, and expressed his confidence that the 
proposal would be received with enthusiasm. 

Mr. B. B. WALLER, in seconding, expressed similar senti- 
ments, and the belief that the traditions of the Society 
would be well maintained with Dr. Smith in the Chair. 

The proposal was adopted with acclamation. 

Dr. E. W. Smiru said he regarded his election as Chair- 
man as a great honour. He was a very young man to 
follow such a wonderful line of Chairmen which prec eded 
him, but if the Council and the Past- Chairmen would give 
him the assistance they had always given one another, he 
would 7 only too happy to carry on. 

Mr. M. THORNTON then moved the election of Mr. 
E. J. A as Vice-Chairman, an office almost as important, 
he said, as that of Chairman, because in due time Mr. Fox 
would follow into the Chair. In Mr. Fox they would have 
a very capable leading industrialist, and a man who had 
been able to maintain the position of his Company and its 
associated Companies under the most trying and difficult 
conditions. That showed capacity; and he felt sure they 
would be doing the right thing in the interests of the 
Society to elect Mr. Fox as Vice-Chairman. 

Mr. R. J. Mirsourne, who seconded, said that, as Mr. 
Fox had been on the Council for many years, there had 
been an opportunity of judging his ability. Mr. Fox was 
a man who controlled the destinies of a great number of 
Companies and a large amount of labour, and was a man 
who would help forward the interests of the Society in 
every way. 

The motion was carried with acclamation, the PRESIDENT 

mentioning that Mr. Fox had sent his regret at his inability 
to be present at the meeting. 

On the motjon of Mr, C. A, Goopati, seconded by Mr, 
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Secretary, and this was agreed to unanimously. 
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T. A, Leappock, the meeting unanimously re-elected Mr. 
ay J. 4 id rs Hon. Treasurer. 

Mr. ‘I. F. C. Porrertron proposed, and Mr. F. J. GouLp 
: Rae : Fay re-election of Mr. E. J. Davison as Hon. 


Mr. Frank West was elected an elective member of the 


’ Council on the motion of Mr. B. B. Wa.ter, seconded by 
i Mr. E. J. 


Davison. 
Messrs. R. J. Milbourne, F. C. Tilley, and C. A. Goodall 


> were re slestne elective members of Council on the motion 


of Col. E. A. Witson, seconded by Mr. C. S. BENNETT. 

On the motion of Mr. F. R. SmiTH, seconded by Mr. H. E. 
BENNETT, the auditors—Messrs, ( Cash, Stone, & Co.—were 
re-elected. 

Major RicuHarp MILEs, moving a hearty vote of thanks 
to the Council for their services during the past year, said 
the success of the Society was ample testimony to the work 
that was done by the Council. 

Mr. ALBERT GLOVER seconded, 
was passed with acclamation. 

Mr. Frank West acknowledged the vote of thanks on 
behalf of the Council, adding that the Council was mindful 
of the important trust imposed.in it, and was doing its very 
best in the interests of the Society. Personally he had had 
an extremely happy year as Chairman, and he extended his 
personal thanks to his colleagues for the great assistance 
they had given him. 

Proposing a vote of thanks to the Hon. Treasurer, the 
Hon. Secretary, and the Secretary for their services during 
the past year, Mr. West said that no one could appreciate 
more than the Chairman the work which these officials did. 
In this connection he presented to Mr. Griffith, the Secre- 
tary, a cheque as a small token of the esteem of the Council 
and the Past-Chairmen for the work he had done during 
the past 25 years. 

Mr. F. C. Tittey seconded the vote of thanks, which was 
carried with acclamation. 

Mr. GriFFITH acknowledged the vote on behalf of his 
colleagues and himself, and expressed his personal gratifica- 
tion that his services should have been acknowledged in the 
manner they had. 

The PRESIDENT then delivered his Address. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


In this Society, a Presidential Address is also usually an 
address of farewell, for your President is a swan who sings 
only when dying. On this occasion, however, I have to 
thank you not only for the opportunity you have given me 
in the past year to learn something of your problems and 
your achievements, but also for the great honour you have 
done me in extending that opportunity for another year. I 
must apologize, alas, for my failure hitherto to make as 
much of that opportunity as I ought to have done, but I 
hope I may be of somewhat more service to you in the 
future than in the past. 

If you will pad me, I propose to-day to speak to you 
less about the Gas Industries themselves than about the 
general industrial situation. I think this is appropriate. 
You are emphatically an efficient group of industries. No 
c af ey politician, no candid friend from across the Channel 

r the Atlantic, can accuse you of slackness or lack of in- 
ts Lom in face of competition. The easy criticisms 
advanced from some quarters to account for the ills of 
society can have little application to you, for the gas 
undertakings of this country are precluded by law from 
profiteering at the expense of the consumer, and they have 
precluded themselves, by their pioneer schemes of profit- 
sharing, from profiteering at the expense of their workmen. 
You are highly organized for research and for co-operation 
with government. Yet your efficiency has given you no 
immunity from the general contagion of the present trade 
depression. The sources of this contagion and the remedies 
that can be proposed for it are therefore your chief concern 
at this moment. 

There is, no doubt, room for much difference of opinion 
about the causes of the general epidemic from which the 
world is suffering, but there is no doubt about the diagnosis 
of the peculiarly virulent form which the disease has taken 
in this country. The simple truth is that the consumers 
of the world can buy the goods they need more cheaply 
than we in Britain can produce them. There are clearly 
only two possible remedies for this disease: to raise world 
prices or to reduce our own costs; and, equally clearly, only 
the second of these remedies lies wholly within our own 
power. Costs of production may be reduced either by in- 
creasing sales or by reducing outgoings; and, here again, it 
is only the second of these that lies wholly within our own 
power. Outgoings can be reduced only by employing fewer 
people in the processes of production and marketing, or by 
reducing their remuneration or by reducing the rate of 
interest on capital. The first, whatever form it takes, 
whether the mechanizing and speeding up of manufacturing 
processes or the elimination of middlemen, must result, at 
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any rate at first, in an increase of the number of persons 
unemployed. The second and third must result, at any 
rate at first, in a diminution of private saving or a reduc 
tion in the demand for consumable goods or both. 

Now, what is the common factor in all these remedies? 
This: That, except to the extent that we can increase 
sales of our own goods in our own home market, all these 
remedies involve sacrifice by some section of the com- 
munity. I hold strongly that a protective tariff is neces- 
sary at this juncture, and that such a tariff will substan- 
tially diminish the amount of sacrifice to be made by all 
sections of the community, because it will in many direc- 
tions increase sales in the home market without raising 
prices or reducing employment or reducing wages. But it 
would be fatal to regard a tariff as dispensing us from the 
unpleasant necessity of making any sacrifices at all. On 
the contrary, a tariff should be regarded as the essential 
first step in a work of re-organization which will restore to 
our industry its power of competing on equal terms in the 
markets of the world. Similarly, we must by all means 
seek to equalize competition in world markets by inter- 

national agreements for the regulation of labour conditions, 
the distribution and use of gold reserves and the like; but 
such agreements, too, are valuable only as helping us to 
put our own house in pore Hg not as relieving us from the 
duty of good national housekeeping. All re-organization 
means change, and all change means sacrifice. 


SACRIFICES NECESSARY. 


All this, you will say, is nothing but a string of plati- 
tudes. Perhaps, but will you then follow me one step 
further? Our whole experience during the last ten years 
demonstrates that we shall not induce the people of this 
country to make sacrifices unless we can convince them 
that we are asking for equal sacrifices from all. Our 
politics, our wage negotiations, our Mond-Turner confer- 
ences—all the agitations of our public life—have failed year 
after year for this one fundamental reason: That while we 
all admit the principle of equality of sacrifice, we have 
been unable to give a definite meaning to that principle, 
acceptable to the community as a whole. And it is at this 
point, it seems to me, that government is called upon to 
play its part in industrial reconstruction. Only those en- 
gaged in and responsible for the management of each in- 
dustry can plan the re-organization of that industry; but 
only a government representing the community as a whole 
can focus the divergent interests and needs of all classes 
into an acceptable interpretation of the principle of equal 
sacrifice. Until government gives this lead, our efforts at 
re-organization will continue to dissipate themselves in 
futile disputes and disastrous strife. 

_ Of course, no exact equality can be attained, and the 

* grouser ”’ who will make no sacrifice till he is assured that 
his neighbour has made an equal one is not fit to be a citizen 
of a free country. Government, as Bismarck said, is not a 
science but an art. It is the art of rousing men to work 
together by making them feel that a fair balance of justice 
is being preserved between them. That is the spirit in 
which we should approach the task I have suggested. 

At the outset we encounter a very real difficulty. We 
find that, in estimating gains and losses of wealth, the two 
main sections of our people, the owners of capital and the 
wage-earners, tend instinctively to think (so to speak) in 
different accounting periods. The wage-earner whose life 
is regulated by weekly wages has inevitably a much shorter 
economic memory than the owner of capital whose profit 
and loss account is an annual one. The owner of capital 
therefore points out that his present position, compared 
with his position in 1914, can be contrasted unfavourably 
with that of the wage-earner. Take, for instance, the most 
fortunate class of capitalist, the holder of Government 
securities. It is probably roughly true to say that, 
measuring the £ by the cost of living index figure, the 
average value of £1 of existing Government debt at the 
time it was borrowed was about 13s. 6d. in terms of the 
1914 £, which, by the same measure, is about its value 
to-day, while the average level of weekly full-time rates of 
wages last February was about 70 p.ct. above the 1914 
level, so that the workman’s weekly labour may be said to 
be worth, still by the same measure, about 23s. in terms of 
the 1914 £. The wage-earner, on the other hand, dismisses 
1914 as irrelevant, and points out that, since 1924, the ap- 
preciation of the £ has conferred great advantages on the 
rentier; and, quoting Sir Henry Strakosh’s figures, he con- 
cludes that this favoured class should be called on to make 
the first sacrifice by submitting to heavy taxation on all 
income from fixed-interest securities. Of course, neither of 
these calculations proves anything in itself, and both would 
need to be qualified in a hundred ways before they could 
mean anvthing at all; but a mere mention of them serves 
to show how great is the gulf of thought which we must 
bridge if we attempt to reason and convince men on these 
lines, Compare as you will the fortunes of other classes of 
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the community—the retailer, the entrepreneur, the land- 
owner, the professional classes; you will find each with a 


well-founded grievance on their own premises and each in 


a position of comparative comfort on the premises selected 
by their critics. On these lines we shall make no advance 
towards the mobilization of a national effort at sacrifice. 


CHANGED CONDITIONS. 


The truth is that this sort of comparison between the 
present and the past, though it is the only calculation 
which the statistician can make, is almost a confession of 
national decadence when adopted by the statesman. Ex- 
cept in the hopeless years of a declining civilization, men 
live for the future; and the kind of sacrifice they can reason- 
ably be asked to make is not the acceptance of some lower 
status as compared with the past, but the foregoing of some 
immediate good for the sake of a future prospect. It is 
useless to remind men where they have come from and to 
point out to them that some have come further downhill 
than others; we have to tell men where they are going to, 
and explain to them how to get there. 

The real grievance of the wage-earner to-day is that in 
the nineteenth century he had admitted prospects for the 
future, and the owners of capital united in assuring him 
that those prospects were far brighter than he realized. 
Sir Robert Giffen assured him not only that the greater part 
of the wealth produced by the new industrialism had gone 
into his pocket, but that it would infallibly continue to do 
so. A better distribution of wealth and a greater equality 
of living conditions were the professed aims of our industrial 
society. To-day, however, the prospect seems to have 
faded. Employers and economists implore the wage-earner 
to face facts, to make sacrifices of wages, to speed up pro- 
duction and revise trade union rules; and they point out 
with perfect truth that the sacrifice demanded of him will 
still leave him better off than before the war, with greater 
purchasing power and infinitely greater benefits from social 
services. But when the wage-earner asks what future pro- 
spects are to be secured by these sacrifices, the reply is 
often merely that the sacrifices are necessary ‘‘ to save 
industry.’’ The wage-earner can hardly be blamed if he 
replies that he is prepared to make great sacrifices to save 
industry, but only if he can feel reasonably confident that 
industry, if saved, will open up a better prospect for his 
children twenty years hence. Faced with this reply, can 
we assure the wage-earner that we still feel the same con- 
fidence in the ‘‘ economic harmonies ”’ as Sir Robert Giffen 
did? Do we still believe in industry as an agency for the 
better distribution of wealth, or are we offering the wage- 
earner social services because we have come to the con- 
clusion that he will never be able to improve his own 
standard of living by his own efforts? If we have lost this 
faith, can we blame the wage-earner if, before he consents 
to make sacrifices to save industry, he asks “‘ what kind of 
industry—how managed, how owned, and how controlled ’’? 

Now. we must confess that industry to-day means some- 
thing distinctly different from the industry of the nineteenth 
century. As has been often pointed out, our industrial 
development is in danger of falling between two stools. It 
is neither deliberately planned by the superior intelligence 
of a few men, nor does it offer, through free competition. 
opportunities for intelligence and stupidity, energy and 
sluggishness, to find their true level. No doubt “ rational- 
ization ”’ and free competition both have their part to play 
in any industrial civilization; but their respective parts 
must be distinguished. We must not be detected, as we 
too often are. in attempting to describe a highly organized. 
semi-monopolistic trust in terms appropriate to that type of 
private enterprise of which it has been said that the family 

engaged in it frequently ‘‘ passed from clogs to clogs ”’ in 
three generations. 


Tue TRANSFER OF Power. 


Follow this idea one step further, and I think we shall 
hit on something very like the key to much of the wage- 
earners’ discontent. The really important problem in in- 
dustry is the same as in politics. It is the problem of the 
succession to power, the manner in which power—the power 
of government or the power of capital control—is trans- 
mitted from time to time to those most competent to 
wield it. We know how, for better or worse, that pro- 
blem has been, at least provisionally. solved in politics. 
In industry the old answer to the problem was that power 
depended so entirely on competitive ability that, if com- 
petition were given free course, power would pass quickly 
enough from the incompetent to a more competent suc- 
cessor. But there is, I suppose, no doubt that, apart from 
all government action restricting competition, the crowth 
of the limited liability company, combined with the English 
banking tradition of liberal accommodation for old clients, 
has immensely slowed down the transfer of power by pro- 
longing the goodwill of a business for some considerable 
time after the management that created that goodwill has 
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few great houses, by increasing the amount of accomny. 
dation available, has still further slowed down the proces, 

















changed. And probably the concentration of banking inf : , 











Moreover, this accommodation is now the more willing) fy 








given because in modern industry it is no longer th) 








industrialist himself who stands to lose most by the transfe§™ 








of his power to more competent hands; the chief loser By 








likely to be the private investor who is now the Universal fe 


sleeping partner in almost all industry and the cherishe; 
depositor in all banks. So the periodical shake-out of ey. 


hausted initiative and dead capital is delayed, only to h> 
rh 


accentuated in the end. 

It should be observed that no form of “ rationalization” 
touches this fundamental problem. When any industry j 
in a bad way, almost any form of drastic reconstruction 





will serve to give it a fresh start, but the new form off 


management, whether it be trust or cartel or public utility 
board, will prove no more eternally efficient than the old, 
And the Gas Industry knows only too well that State contro) 
is no guarantee of efficiency, that there is nothing so diff. 
cult to change as an obsolete statute, and that no industrial 
combination is so difficult to effect as a combination oj 
municipal undertakings. In an industry, as in politics, a 
dictatorship is often tempting and may sometimes be neces. 
sary, but, as in politics there is no lasting substitute for 
genuine parliamentary action, so in industry there is no 
lasting substitute for the continual testing of efficiency by 
genuine competition. 

ow I freely admit that the wage-earner may possibly 
have benefited as much as the investor from this slowing. 
down of change in industry, and that the investor may 
suffer no less than the wage-earner when the deferred 
shake-out at last takes place. Here, as elsewhere, it is 
impossible to prove inequality of sacrifice. But on a short 
view—on the short view that the wage-earner inevitably 
tends to take—it looks as if the wage-earner were taking 
all his old risks of unemployment or reduction in wages, 
while the owners of capital were being protected from at 
least some of the risks inherent in a trading venture. 
And this appearance of inequality is accentuated by a 
phenomenon to which I think too little attention has been 
paid by economists. 


‘* SHARING IN THE CAKE.”’ 


The paradox of capitalism is that social wealth con- 
sists in the expectation of sharing in a cake which in fact 
is never cut. In that spirit the Victorian manufacturer 
and the modern American. trust habitually put back into 
their business a large proportion of their profits. Their 
policy was, and is, one of low dividends and big reserves. 
The first thing that the wage-earner in this country sus- 
pects—again without possibility of real proof—is_ that 
British business, taken as a whole, has not been following 
this principle, but that the investor has been sharing the 
cake almost as fast as it was cooked. But the second 
thing he may suspect is that, where the sounder practice 
has _ been followed, it no longer has the same effect. Its 
modern effect may perhaps best be studied in America. 
The expectation of sharing in the cake is no longer, as in 
Victorian days, confined to the employer’s family and his 
workmen; it is broadcasted over the world through the 
stock exchanges. The investor does not get high divi- 
dends, but the value of his holdings increases in the ex- 
pectation, realized in due course, of bonus shares. The 
expectation increases as the cake increases in size, but as, 
ex hypothesi, the cake must not be cut, the expectation 
eventually collapses, like all overstrained hopes, and the 
result is an industrial crisis, with attendant unemploy- 
ment, no less serious, and perhaps more serious, than would 
follow a collapse due to failure to maintain sufficient re- 
serves. Here, once more, it is quite possible that the in- 
vestor gains no more than, and loses as much as, the 
wage-earner; but is it unreasonable for one of the active 
partners in industry to feel that the sleeping partners are, 
in these circumstances, getting a disproportionate amount 
out of industry—some of them in cash and all of them, if it 
does not sound too far-fetched to say so, in the hope and 
excitement which are so large a part of life? 

Remember, I am dealing, not with an economic problem, 
but with a political one—that is to say, I am discussing a 
state of mind. It seems to me that this underlying distrust 
of the processes of industry is a real obstacle, perhaps 
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the real obstacle, to the launching of a national industrial 
effort; and if so we must overcome it. And it matters the 
less whether this distrust is fully justified by the facts. 
inasmuch as the fact which gives rise to it—the blunting of 
the impact of competition upon industry—is certainly an 
evil which most people will agree should be remedied if 
possible. 

I hone it is not necessarv to assure this audience that, 
when I speak of a remedy, I am not thinking of legislation 
or taxation. The only possible remedy lies in a gradual 
change in the practice of industry and a corresponding 
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"change in the outlook of the investor. Government, with 
the tremendous power of publicity which it still possesses, 
) an advertise and interpret that change, but it cannot bring 
it about. Moreover, tne change required is not so much 
) the invention of new standards as a return to old ones. 

the equality of sacrifice for which we have been looking 
Sis partly to be found, 1 suggest, in an avowedly equal 
* sharing of the risks of industrial and commercial enter- 
> prise. Certain government and public utility stocks will 
always meet the needs of the small investor who does not 
) wish, or cannot afford, to take trading risks, but outside 
this range of investments the investor should not look for 
‘any security beyond that offered to him by the efficiency of 


ion ” : 
oh the business to which he lends his money. He should ex- 
ction f pect to see that business squeezed ruthlessly out of exist- 
m off ence when it ceases to be efficient, even if its elimination 
tility | means the complete loss of the money he has ventured. He 
old F may fairly ask for returns from a successful business com- 
ntro| mensurate with this risk, but he should prefer to see him- 
dif. f self insured against the risk by big reserves than com- 
trial pensated for it by big dividends, and he should regard the 
n off feserves &S an insurance against the risk rather than as a 
s, 4, promise of bigger dividends in the future. _ : 
2ces. Surely, too, we must return to the old idea which, in 
for | effect, used to govern our practice, though not our law, 
sno} that a man who has only a limited liability for the failure 
; by | of a business can have only a limited interest in its success 
: —and, indeed, a limited ownership of its assets. As the 
ibly | cake grows, the wage-earner, as well as the owner of 
ing- capital, must feel an interest in its growth commensurate 
nay with the risk that he, too, is taking owing to his dependence 
red on the business for his livelihood. I believe that the weak- 
* ness of profit-sharing as a means of giving the wage-earner 
ort a common interest with the capitalist is that it has taken 
bly too much the form of additions to wages out of profits 
ing available for distribution in a particular year, and too little 
es, the form of recognizing the wage-earner’s interest in ac- 
at cumulated reserves. I have made suggestions on this 
re, subject elsewhere, and I will not attempt to repeat them 
‘ here. I would only remind you that profit-sharing in the 
- form in which it has been adopted in the mining industry 
may easily deprive that industry of the capital essential for 
extensions and renewals, without giving the wage-earner 
any conscious interest in the welfare of the industry in the 
long run. 
n- The inference from all this is, of course, that investment 
ot in industry is not a secure means of livelihood—and I think 
_ this is the truth that we need to realize as a nation. His- 
0 tory seems to me to prove that a leisured class can maintain 
ir | itself for good or ill by ownership of land, but not by 
;. ownership of trading investments. Such investments are 
;- nothing more than a venture; in these days a man’s main 
t livelihood must come from his own work. The days of a 
leisured class are past, never to return. If the owners of 
> capital would recognize this, it might be the greatest 
| single step that we could take towards a national effort 
. at sacrifice. It is not, of course, that the very small 


class of able-bodied leisured rentiers constitutes a drain on 
national wealth; it does not. The existence of that small 
class is, on the contrary, in many ways an advantage to the 
nation. But it is an advantage that a trading nation must 
inevitably forego. The standard of living set by this class, 
a standard mainly of house-room always slightly in excess 
of reasonable requirements, with a corresponding staff of 
domestic servants, must he replaced by a simpler standard 
of comfort. This is, I think, the one respect in which 
Americans have a shrewder insight into the facts than we. 
They realize the unpleasant truth that it is impossible for 
any citizen of an industrial nation to base his life on the 
assumption of the permanence of wealth in the same hands. 

But if we ask industry (to use a phrase familiar a year 
ago) to use the limited liability principle as a spear-head in 
industrial competition rather than as an umbrella for the 
investor, we can then ask the wage-earner with equal 
emphasis to use his trade union in the same fashion. Trade 
unionism is almost as old as the limited liability company, 
and has become quite as unwieldy in its bulk and quite as 
stiff in its joints. As industry has been deterred by the 
former from re-organizing its capital, so it has been de- 
terred by the latter from re-organizing its labour, until the 
eventual shake-out has resulted in a wholesale displace- 
ment of labour and a wholesale loss of capital. 

Finally, there is a third part of our social machinery 








which has grown too unwieldy to adapt itself to modern 
needs. If we ask the private sleeping partner in industry to 
accept a more modest place in comparison with the active 
partners, what of the public sleeping partner, the State— 
the biggest, the most exacting, and surely the most sleepy? 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer quoted the other day 
some striking words of William Pitt about a system of 
taxation based upon a general tariff and a general excise. 
““ There is a way in which you can tax the last rag from 
the back and the last bite from the mouth without causing 
4 murmur against heavy taxation, and that is by taxing a 
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large number of articles in general use. The tax will pass 
into the price of the article. The people will grumble about 
high prices and hard times, but they will never know that 
the hard times are caused by heavy taxation.’”’ The sub- 
stance of that quotation can be applied with equal force to 
a general taxation of all industrial profits which tends to 
raise the price of capital and to diminish employment. So 
long as the State follows the will-of-the-wisp of a re- 
distribution of wealth by taxation, so long will its taxation 
stifle industry. But observe that that will-of-the-wisp 
began to flit over the marshes of politics when the 
economists and the owners of capital began to lose faith in 
industry as itself an agent for the re-distribution of wealth. 
Industry is, indeed, as has been amply proved by our bitter 
experience, the only possible agent for that re-distribution; 
and we shall not return to political sanity until industry 
re-asserts its claim to that position and fits itself once more 
to discharge that duty. 

These are only random notes contributed towards the 
consideration of the prime political problem of the day. If 
they seem to you amateurish, I plead guilty; but the pro- 
blem I have tried to state is very nearly the only one worth 
consideration at the present moment. How long are we to 
go on listening to every Labour Government complaining 
that their policy is being sabotaged by the capitalist, and 
every Conservative Government that their policy is being 
sabotaged by the trade unions? Of course, personally I 
think that the second charge is far truer than the first, 
and indicates a far greater danger; but the mere existence 
of the mutual suspicion is sufficient to account for nine- 
tenths of our misfortunes. I began this address by speak- 
ing in terms of equality of sacrifice; I have ended it by 
speaking in terms of sharing risks, sharing interest in the 
accumulating assets of industry, and sharing the obligation 
to work for a livelihood. Far though we may still be from 
a solution, it is on some such lines that we must seek it. 
Of this at any rate I am certain: That, though we cannot 
eliminate differences between class and class, though every 
effort to redress inequality by taxation only leads to greater 
inequality and widespread distress, we must put ourselves 
in a position where we can assure all our fellow-countrymen 
that at least none of us is “‘ at ease in Zion.” 


Vote or THANKS. 


Mr. Frank WEsT, proposing a cordial vote of thanks to 
the President, said they had had the privilege of listening 
to one of those philosophical reflections on the industrial 
position which men in the position occupied by the Presi- 
dent were best able to make. These men stood, to a great 
extent, outside the hurly-burly of business competition and 
industrial strife; and when they were men of the calibre of 
Lord Eustace Percy, they gave great-minded reflections 
which enlightened them as to the root causes of their 
troubles, and inspired them to go forward in the solution 
of them. Fortunately, the gas engineering industry did 
not suffer to any great extent from foreign competition in 
the home market, because their lead in nearly every branch 
of gas engineering had never seriously been challenged. 
Even though the Industry had suffered from the reduced 
spending power of the people during the recent years of 
depression, it was satisfactory to note that the consumption 
of gas has never yet ceased to increase from year to year, 
affected apparently only by the greater or less severity of 
the weather during the winter. Lord Eustace, in his Ad- 
dress, had mentioned the organization of the Industry for 
research. The Industry asked for nothing better than to 
be left alone, without interference of any kind from the 
Government, to work out its problems. At the same time, 
those engaged in the gas engineering branch joined with 
their colleagues of the gas manufacturing branch in resent- 
ing the propaganda on the part of certain Government De- 
partments on behalf of the competing industry, which, he 
believed, was no more in need of assistance in this direction 
than was the Gas Industry. He commended the President’s 
phrase ‘‘ There is no lasting substitute for the continual 
testing of efficiency by genuine competition,’ because the 
President had studied the elements of the problem with 
which the industry was confronted to-day. Tt was neces- 
sary to discover how to reduce costs of production without 
lowering the standard of living of the worker and without 
depriving him of such hopes of better things as would spur 
him to greater effort, and it was necessary to invoke the 
assistance of Government to co-ordinate their efforts at 
re-organization and research without suffering from the 
dead hand of legislation, which was never brought up to 
date as quickly as the rapid march of technical develop- 
ment required. 

As regards research, the Gas Industry had found—while 
recognizing the assistance given by Government Depart- 
ments—that the investigations carried on by its own 
organizations were more in line with the needs and require- 
ments of the Industry, and led to more satisfactory im- 
provements in processes and designs. Most of all, they 
appreciated the President’s insistence on the need of a wise 
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vptimism. It was indeed essential to point out to all en- 
gaged in the Industry that by intelligence and application 
to business there was a bright future still tor workers of all 
grades. At any rate, those in the Gas Industry knew that 
they held the key to several of their economic problems— 
the scientific utilization of coal, the efficient application of 
heat and light to domestic and industrial requirements, 
and the cleansing of the atmosphere of towns trom smoke 
and dirt. With these assets the Industry felt confident of 
its future. 

Mr. R. J. MitpourRNE, who seconded the vote of thanks, 
said the Presidential Address would repay thoughtful read- 
ing by every member of the Society. He hoped, however, 
that the President was not under the impression that the 
members of the Society had assured dividends. |Laughter.] 
That applied to gas undertakings, but not to the makers ot 
gas plant; although he could assure the President that it 
was a position of affairs which the members of the Society 
wished could apply to them also. There was a great deal 
in the suggestion of the President as to the need for a 
revision of Trade Union Regulations at the present time. 
Personally, he felt such a revision was overdue, for he 
doubted whether any system of tariff reform alone- which 
he knew the President would support and approve—could 
sufficiently reinstate, for example, the steel industry in this 
country at the present time. If they compared the differ- 
ence in cost per ton between the steel that was imported 
and the steel manufactured in this country, it would need a 
tariff of something like 40 p.ct. to restore the balance and 
to protect the steel industry of this country. He was quite 
certain the present Government would not agree to this; 
and it would also surely be a difficult matter to find even a 
Conservative Government to impose a duty of that kind, 
because he doubted very much whether the country would 
accept it. 

Another point mentioned by the President was the dis- 
tribution of profits by means of profit-sharing schemes. 
Such schemes were largely in operation in the Gas Industry, 
but it would be difficult to apply them to the members of 
the Society of British Gas Industries because they did not 
always make profits; sometimes they made losses, due to 
excessive competition. 

The only other point that had occurred to him, arising 
out of the Presidential Address, was the question of re- 
serves, which also had some bearing upon the question of 
profit-sharing schemes. It seemed to him that the worker 
gained considerably by the reserves which the ordinary 
industrialist placed back in the business, apart from any 
outside investment. In his own case, most of the profits 
were placed to reserve in the business, and were used for 
scrapping obsolete machinery and replacing it by up-to-date 
plant. This meant that the worker was in a better posi- 
tion, and that his employment was more assured owing to 

-the fact that the cost of production was thereby decreased. 
In most industries the capital sum of £200 per annum gave 
employment to one worker per annum; and if an amount 
equal to the dividends distributed by most firms in the 
most successful year of trading was paid to the workers, it 
would amount only to about 6s. 8d. per worker per week 
during that year. It was apparent, therefore, that there 

was a great advantage to the worker in putting ‘the reserves 
back into the business, because the worker in that way 
secured a greater advantage than by receiving 6s. 8d. per 
week extra which might be handed to him in a most suc- 
cessful year. 

The vote of thanks was enthusiastically carried. 

The Presipent, acknowledging the vote of thanks, re- 
marked that he had said at the opening of his Address ‘that 
anything he might say did not apply to the Gas Industry at 
all. [Laughter.] That was, perhaps, a reply to what Mr. 
Milbourne had said! He was painfully aware that the 
makers of gas plant and apparatus had not an assured 
dividend, and that they followed the practice of putting a 
very large proportion of their profits to reserve. It was 
because he realized what an advantage it was to the worker 
that profits should be put to reserve that he believed one 
of the greatest contributions that could be made to the 
problem which he had tried to consider in his Address would 
be to recognize the workers’ interest in these reserves in 
some definite way. [Hear, hear.] In conclusion, Lord 
Eustace thanked the Society for having re-elected him 
President. He said he felt he had been of very little service 
during the past year, but he desired to keep more closely in 
touch with the Industry during the coming year, and to 
render any service which he properly could to it. 


ANNUAL DINNER. 


Among those who were present at the Annual Dinner in 
the evening were Sir David Milne-Watson, LL.D., D.L., 
Sir Francis Goodenough, C.B.E., Dr. E. W. Smith, C.B.E., 
Major Walter Elliott, M.P., Alderman F. J. West, C.B.E., 
J.P., Mr. Frank West, Mr. John E. Daw, Mr. John 
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Terrace, Mr. Charles A. Goodall, Mr. R. J. Milbourne, My 
H. M. Thornton, Mr. Cyril G. Davis, Lieut.-Col. C. F, } 
Blyth, Mr. A. W. Smith, Mr. Charles Clare, Mr. F 
Tilley, and Mr. F. J. Gould. 

After the toast of ‘‘ The King ” 


Mr. Joun E. Daw briefly proposed ‘* The Society of British 
Gas Industries,’’ remarking that the work being done by th, 
Society was of the greatest value to the Industry as a whole, 
Speaking as President of the British Commercial Gas . SSOCia- 
tion, he said the Industry would be able to do very littl. with. 
out the assistance of the Society of British Gas Industries. The 
Society had been in existence for 25 years, and next year the 
B.C.G.A. would celebrate its 2lst anniversary. He extended , 
cordial welcome to all members of the Society to attend th, 
Annual! Conference of the B.C.G.A. this year in Exeter, where 
he promised they would receive what was known as a wesi coun. 
try welcome. Finally, he congratulated the Society on having 
secured the services of Lord Eustace Percy as President fo, 
another twelve months. 

The PRESIDENT, in the course of his response to the toast, said 
that on behalf of the Society he accepted with alacrity the in. 
vitation to the Exeter Conference of the B.C.G.A. this year. He 
found his position as President of the Society rather embarrass. 
ing. During the past year he had been painfully conscious that 
he had missed all the opportunities he ought to have taken to 
obtain a real knowledge of the Industry and its interests, but 
the members had kindly overlooked that, and had asked him to 
go on for another year. During the next year he hoped to get 
to know everything about the Gas Industry that it was possible 
to know, and he also hoped during that period to be able to 
assist the Industry in making the public outside the Industry 
realize that in the Gas Industry there was a group of efficient 
industries dedicated to research and keen to place themselves 
on a real competitve basis—a group of progressive industries 
such as might well serve as an example to the rest of the 
country. 


had been honoured, 


RELATION BETWEEN CAPITAL AND LABOUR. 

Major W ALTER Exiiorr, M.P., M.C., D.Se., proposed “* The 
Gas Industry’ in a speech which was extremely eloquent, 
witty, and entertaining. On the serious side he said that one 
of the great troubles at the present time was the divorce which 
existed between those engaged in the political study of the 
activities of the nation and those engaged in the industrial and 
commercial side. It reflected tremendous credit upon the Royal 
House of this country, upon the King, and more especially upon 
the Prince of Wales, that they had been able to regain touch 
not merely with the producing side, but also with the business 
and commercial side of industry to such an extent that the 
second highest personage in the country should now be spoken 
of as Britain’s greatest commercial traveller. Those who were 
engaged in a close scrutiny of the affairs of the nation realized 
that a new series of events had come upon the world. The war 
was apt to bulk in the minds of many people as the most im- 
portant event of the 20th century; but it was not the most 
important event of that period. It was a great event, but it 
had passed; and what should bulk most in their minds was the 
trend of events at the present time. It appeared to him more 
and more that the second industrial revolution which was now 
taking place was an event greater than the war, because it was 
likely to continue for a far longer period. The change that was 
taking place involved completely new economics. To grapple 
successfully with present problems depended upon many things, 
and not the least important was the relation between capital 
and labour. In this respect the Gas Industry was almost an 
example to the world. In another respect, too, the Gas Indus- 
try had set an example—viz., in the successful yoking of the 
research man and the practical man. At any rate, the Industry 
had realized the necessity for this more than any other industry. 
Of perhaps even greater importance was the manner in which 
the Gas Industry “had shown the way to pluck victory out of 
defeat, and was making a newer, stronger, and more powerful 
Industry than ever before. At the present time the Gas Indus- 
try was menaced with many things, not the least of which was 
that form of snobbery which sought to find salvation in the 
latest discoveries of newspaper headlines. The Gas Industry, 
however, had assimilated so many great discoveries that he 
was convinced it would manage to assimilate even the psycho- 
logical thought of dernier cri, which was the besetting sin of 
the 20th century. 

Speaking of the part the Gas Industry has played in regard 
to dyes, drugs, the possibilities of power, and the skilled treat- 
ment of coal, Major Elliott expressed the view that there was 
still much to be done in the latter connection in order that 
they should not throw raw coal to be burned under a boiler, even 
if the energy which was ultimately produced went by the magic 
name of electricity! Looking round the room, Major Elliott 
said it might have been expected at such a gathering that there 
would have been in the room some small flicker of flame de 
rived from something which was not obtained by the burning 
of raw coal under a boiler, perhaps an incandescent gas burne 
or some other device reminiscent of the Gas Industry. On the 
contrary, he saw nothing in the room nor in the hotel generally 
which was connected with the Gas Industry, unless it be in 
the smelting of the refractories which were possibly hidden in 
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the walls of the building. The Gas Industry, however, had a 
great achievement to its credit on the practical side, and that 
was in the relations which existed between capital and labour 
in the Industry. It was essential to persuade the new democracy 
of the 20th century that science had something for it, and that 
the great organizations brought into being by rationaliza 
tion have something for labour as well as capital. In this con- 
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ction there was a science of applied psychology which was just 
ys important as applied organic chemistry or practical et igineer- 
ing, and which was just as important as, or even more im- 
portant (han, many of the problems of gas engineering. The 
cence 0! applied psychology came into ‘full play when master 
1 and man sat down together at a conference table; and the 


‘as Industry had made full use of it. Those who sat in the 
nates of Commons, however, knew how wide was the gulf which 
still existed between political parties, and realized how great 
was the need for applied psychology in Statecraft, and that 
the science of applied psychology in this connection contained 
secrets Which were as great as, and even more pressing to-day 
than, any of the secrets which the mind of man had been called 
upon to discover. The Gas Industry, however, had done great 
things in that field. Its achievements there were no less eminent 
ihan in other directions, and for that reason he was very proud 
to have the opportunity of proposing this toast, and coupling 
with it the name of Sir David Milne-Watson. 

Sir Davip Mitne-Wartson said it was a very great pleasure 
io him to respond on behalf of the Industry to the extremely 
interesting and inspiring speech to which they had just listened 
from Major Elliott. He did not think he had listened to a 
more eloquent or more timely speech relating to the Gas Indus- 
iry. Lf all the Palace of Westminster chemists were as good 
as Major Elliott, the Gas Industry would have nothing to fear 
as regards future legislation. If he cared to apply for the 
post of che mist in the Psychology Department of the Gas Light 
and Coke Company he would very soon get a job. [Laughter.] 
Major Elliott had mentioned that he did not notice a 
ficker of gas in the room in which they were dining; but he 
would like to assure Major Elliott that, if it had not been for 
vas, the banquet would have been a very poor one. Most of the 
banquet at which they had been entertained had been cooked 
by gas; and although gas was not in evidence in the illumina- 
tion of the room, a banquet with any of the food that had not 
been cooked by gas would be a very unpleasant experience for 
all! It had often been his fate, continued Sir David, to have 
to ag to the toast of the Gas Industry; and it was exceed- 
ingly difficult to find anything new to say ‘about the Gas Indus- 
try. One was always in a very difficult position in speaking 
about the Gas Industry anywhere. If one was inclined to be 
pessimistic in speaking of the Industry, a great deal of harm 
might be done to it. If, on the other hand, one was cheerful, 
and pointed out how the difficulties with which the Industry 
was surrounded were being met in the right sort of way, then 
one was immediately asked why the Gas Industry objected to 
other industries having a boost; why did the Gas Industry 
object to all that was being said on behalf of electricity in 
certain quarters? Because the Gas Industry was prosperous— 
and he claimed it was—this did not justify it in settling down 
and accepting all the hard kicks which came from other places. 
As 2 matter of fact, the Gas Industry was to-day, and had been 
for many years, handic apped by antiquated legislation; and the 
first object of all engaged in the Industry should be to get rid 
of this antiquated legislation. Indeed, he sincerely hoped that 

some measure would very soon pass through the House of Com- 
mons to give the Industry relief from the injustices of anti- 
quated legislation, from which it had been suffering so long. 


AN HONOURABLE CAREER. 


The Gas Industry had had a very long and honourable career. 
lit had served the country well and truly. It was an Industry 
which went far back in the history of their industrial life, being 
now about 120 years old; and it was really the Industry which 
brought about the first industrial revolution. Gas had a great 
deal to do with modern life, because many of the blessings of 
civilization were due to it. Unfortunately, gas was not always 
in evidence. He could assure Major Elliott, however, that gas 
was meeting with great success in many other directions than 
illumination. With reg ard to the relations between capital and 
labour in the Sedation: they were of the best; and it was very 
pleasing to the Industry to hear the high encomium paid to it 
in this regard by Major Elliott. He believed the co-partnership 
schemes and the Joint Industrial Council of the Gas Industry 
ws id shown the country the way towards industrial peace, which 

as essential if their country was to prosper. They were not 
ictetmdael in the Gas Industry; they looked to the past, 
and, appreciating what a great history it had, believed that in 
the future the Industry would be able to render still greater 
services to the community than it had done hitherto. If they 
looked at such a progressive country as America, where there 

as cheap electricity produced largely by water power, it would 
he seen that there was also a gas consumption which was un- 
par alleled in this country. If that could be done in America, 
they in this country—which was a coal country—could emulate 
that result, and they should do so. This country would always 
remain, however much electricity might spread, one of the 
createst countries in the world, due in no small measure to the 

rvices rendered by the Gas Industry. 

A Gesture or Co-OPERATION. 

Alderman F. J. West, C.B.E., proposing ‘‘ Our Guests,” 
ffered a cordial welcome to the many guests present, who in- 
uded members of the Institution of Gas Engineers and kindred 
sociation. At the same time he regretted the absence 
hrough illness of Mr. Harold Copp, the President of the Insti- 
ition of Gas Engineers. There was present, however, Mr. John 
‘errace, a Past-President of the Institution; and he looked 
pon the presence of representatives of kindred associ: itions as 
friendly gesture suggestive of a close co-operaton and a desire 
n the part of all to advance the best interests of the Gas 
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Industry. Although the existence of the Suciety of British Gas 
Industries depended to a considerable extent upon the energy and 
enthusiasm of its members, it was realized that the Society could 
not progress without the help, initiative, assistance, and co- 
operation of the members of kindred associations; and he 
ventured to submit that there never had been a time when that 
co-operation ought to be of the closest possible character than 
the present, if the best interests of the Industry were to be 
advanced. It had been his privilege during the past three years 
to make two business trips round the world, and also a trip to 
Seuth Africa, during which time he had had an opportunity 
of making a close study of the progress of the Industry in many 
parts. These trips had been educative and enlightening and 
they had been profoundly satisfactory from the point of view 
of marking the steady progress of the Gas Industry in all parts 
of the world. In ail parts there were to be found associations— 
technical and commercial—comparable to those in this country. 
They were confronted with disadvantages comparable to those 
encountered in this country, with the added difticulties of 
climatic conditions and isolation, and, in some cases, prejudic« 
Despite all these difficulties, however, the Gas Industry in all 
parts of the Empire and in foreign countries was making steady 
and continuous progress, at least comparable with the progress 
being made in Great Britain. He had had many experiences 
on these trips which he would like to relate had there been time, 
but there was one unique incident, perhaps a little associated 
with this toast, at Tokyo, which he might mention. The 
Japanese were great god worshippers, and the Tokyo Gas Com- 
pany had erected a shrine in one of their new gas-works in 
memory of the name of Murdoch. His latest experience of the 
progress being made in the Gas Industry was in Poland the 
previous week, where he attended a meeting of the Polish Gas 
and Water Association, where precisely the same problems were 
discussed as were discussed at the meetings of their technical 
societies in this country. On that occasion he listened to 
speeches in four different languages. All his experiences of 
the past three years had impressed him with the importance 
of the Industry with which they were all associated, but he was 
conscious of the fact, that despite the world progress to which 
he had referred, the ‘Industry was not fully appreciated by the 
man in the street, who ignored the immense service which the 
Industry was rendering industrially and for domestic purposes. 
He had the feeling that, despite the difficulties with which the 
Industry had to contend to-day—a State-aided competitor, the 
desire for change mainly for the sake of change, and depressed 
industry—those engaged in the Gas Industry were not suffi- 
ciently aggressive and assertive in their advocacy of the product 
which they were responsible for producing. The President, in 
his admirable Address at the meeting in the afternoon, had paid 
a compliment to the Industry when he referred to its ‘efficiency; 
but personally he had the feeling that, despite this efficiency, 
those engaged in the Industry were too complacent, and some- 
what diffident in bringing their goods to the notice of the man 
in the street. He would like to think that, while appreciating 
this compliment—which most of them believed the Industry 
deserved—the manufacturers should make every effort to see 
that all engaged in the manufacture of gas appliances and plant 
had round them a staff of workpeople who were thoroughly 
educated in the talking points and the necessary propaganda to 
emphasize the importance o# the Industry to the public and to 
everybody with whom they come in contact. Every member 
of the technical or commercial staffs, and every workman, and 
their wives and families, should be propagandists for the Indus- 
try, and should state the claims of ‘gas fairly and properly to 
aH those with whom they came in contact. With such a policy, 
the manufacturers would be assured of the help and assistance 
of their guests that evening. 

Mr. Joun Terrace, who responded, after expressing his per- 
sonal regret at the illness of the President of the Institution of 
Gas Engineers, said that Alderman West had referred to kin- 
dred institutions so pointedly that he felt he ought to say some- 
thing about the Institution of Gas Engineers, and more especi- 
ally the relations between it and the Society of British Gas 
industries. At the same time, he emphasized that what he 
was saying were his own personal views, and that he was not 
replying officially on behalf of the Institution of Gas Engineers. 
The relations between the Society and the Institution had al- 
ways been of the most cordial nature, and he had had occasion 
formerly to refer to the wonderful work done by Joint Com- 
mittees of the twoi organizations. For that reason he made an 
appeal that the Society should be drawn into still closer con- 
tact with the Institution than had been the case in the past. 
In taking the wonderful step of obtaining its Chi urter, the’ Insti- 
tution had widened its scope and had made it possible for mem- 
bers of the Society to join, and he hoped as many members 
as possible would do so. During the time that had elapsed 
since the Charter was obtained there had been some applications 
from members of the Society, but he submitted there had not 
been nearly enough such applications. Of course, in the case 
of some there had been no difficulty in electing them; others 
had been over-diffident, and had not come forward, while in 
yet other cases he hoped it would not be a surprise when he 
said that there had been some people who had tried to get 
into the Institution who obviously should not have tried. In 
making this appeal that as many members of the Society as 
were eligible should make application for membership of the 
Institution, Mr. Terrace said he was not unmindful of the fact 
that the boy was father of the man, and that as to-day they 
were building for the future of the Institution of Gas Engineers, 
he hoped the plant and apparatus manufacturers would do their 
bit in helping that forward by endeavouring to arrange that 
all the young members of their staffs should take advantage 
of the Education Scheme of the Institution, and qualify them 
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selves for membership of the Institution, and even to go so far 
not only as to make certain by their training and education 
that they would be admitted to membership, but to endeavour 
to reach the topmost honour—the Institution Diploma—which 
would involve their immediate election. References had been 
made to engineering and salesmanship during the meeting and 
the dinner, but perhaps, as an engineer, he might be pardoned 
if he said that, while he admired salesmanship as much as any- 
one, and while he recognized that they had been a long way 
behind in the past, it seemed to him that there were times when 
that part of their progress was being pushed forward rather 
more than it should be. It had been suggested that in the manu- 
facture of gas they had reached such a high state of perfec- 
tion that no further progress was possible; but his own view 
was that, while the Gas Industry had reached such a wonderful 





Luncheon at one of the country’s most famous beauty 
spots, at the invitation of the Chairman and Directors of 
the Wellington (Salop) Gas Company, was a feature of the 
spring general meeting last Thursday of the Midland As- 
sociation of Gas Engineers and Managers, whose President 
is Mr. H. J. Woodfine, of Wellington. The morning had 
been devoted to an inspection of his works, and the after- 
noon was spent at those of Messrs. C. & W. Walker. The 
fine weather which is so important a feature of such a 
programme as this was present, and the day was 
thoroughly successful in every respect. 

Members assembled in good time at the gas-works, 
where they were welcomed by the Chairman of the Com- 
pany (Mr. Charles Leake); and the inspection then took 
place, under the guidance of Mr. R. J. Milbourne (Deputy- 
Chairman), Mr. Woodfine, and members of the staff. 


THE WELLINGTON GAS-WORKS. 


The works of the Wellington (Salop) Gas Company 
occupy a site of about 4§ acres adjoining the G.W. and 
L.M. & S. Railway systems, from which a siding serves 
the works. 

This plant has a capacity of one million c.ft. per day. 
It was erected in 1927 and consists of a bench of 12 
Woodall-Duckham continuous vertical retorts housed in a 
steel framed brick-panelled building. Coal is received in 
railway wagons and unloaded by hand into a receiving 
hopper whence it passes either through a Jeffrey two-roll 
breaker or into the boot of a 15 tons per hour bucket 
elevator and is then raised to the overhead storage hoppers 
of 48 hours capacity. This plant has given every satis- 
faction, and no repairs other than pointing one line of 
retorts, have been necessary. The other side of the bench 
is now ready for similar minor repairs. 

A 25 cwt. steam driven lift is provided for raising coke 
to the producer charging floor and for filling bunkers. 
This lift also serves as a stand-by to the bucket elevator. 
There is a waste-heat boiler of the Cochran natural-draught 
type which provides all the steam for the carbonizing plant 
and leaves a surplus to augment the works boilers. 
National gas engines provide the motive power for the 
coal-handling plant and the extractor mechanism. The 
adjoining old horizontal retort house provides a convenient 
store for coal. 

The condensers are of the air-cooled type and stand 
exactly as erected in 1864. Various methods for screening 
the pipes from the sun’s rays in summer and from the cold 
winds in winter have been adopted from time to time, and 
since the introduction of vertical retorts a water spraying 
attachment has been introduced, enabling as much as 
750,000 c.ft. per diem to be satisfactorily cooled. 

There are two exhausters each of 30,000 c.ft. per hour, 
of the four-blade type of G. Waller & Son. 

The washing and scrubbing plant comprises a P. & A. 
tar extractor, Livesey washer, and washer-scrubber each 
of 1 million c.ft. per diem capacity, by C. & W. Walker, 
Ltd. The washer-scrubber is in two sections, each being 
a separate unit, and is centrally driven by a vertical steam 
engine through worm gearing. At the outlet of the 
washer-scrubber a ‘* Nestor ’’ heat interchanger is pro- 
vided to assist oxide purification. 

There are 6 purifiers all of the luteless type, four boxes 
erected in 1908 being 20 ft. by 15 ft. by 5 ft. deep with 
Milbourne inside valves, and 2 boxes 25 ft. square by 5 ft. 
deep, erected in 1925. The latter are fitted with Milbourne 
duplex valves and arranged for reverse flow. All the 
boxes are fitted with Milbourne rubber jointings and rapid 


++ 


Midland Association at the Wrekin 


WELLINGTON GAS-WORKS AND MESSRS. C. & W. WALKER’S 
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state of efficiency not only in the manufacture of gas, but als, 
in the manufacture of apparatus, the Industry should be ti, 


last to claim that it had reached finality. He believed they 
was “‘ life in the old dog yet,’ and that there was stil! a Joy, 
way to go in the matter of improvement in these matters, —~ 

Mr. Frank West proposed the final toast of the evening, “ Ty 
Chairman,” and once more expressed the satisfaction of thy 
members of the Society that Lord Eustace Percy had consented 
to act as President for another year. 

The CHarkMAN, responding, said that the Council and men. 
bers had been very kind to him during the past year; and jf 
he might say one final word it would be to repeat what Majo 
Elliott had said, and to express the hope that co-operatioy 


. between the industrialist and the politician might yet lead ty 


a better future than most of them had realized was possible. 








fasteners. A Coleman petrol driven machine is used for 
breaking up the oxide. 

The boiler house contains two boilers of Cornish type 
fitted with furnaces for breeze firing. 

An artesian bore 200 ft. deep is sunk in the centre of the 
works, and water is raised by compressed air. 

The feed water to all boilers is on the ‘‘ Filtrator ”’ sys- 
tem to minimize scale formation. 

The high-pressure installation comprises two rotary com- 
pressors each of 15,000 c.ft. per hour at 5 lbs. per sq. in., 
and one reciprocating compressor of 25,000 c.ft. capacity 
at 15 lbs. pressure. These are of Bryan-Donkin make 
driven by National gas engines through flexible couplings. 

Gas is delivered through 6} miles of steel high-pressure 
mains to the district gasholders, and six Reynolds governors 
fixed en route maintain adequate pressures in the outlying 
areas. 

The station meter is of the rotary type with a capacity 
of 30,000 c.ft. per hour. 

The total storage at Wellington is 800,000 c.ft. in three 
units. The largest holder has a capacity of 500,000 c.ft. 
and is spirally-guided in a steel tank. This was erected 
by C. & W. Walker, Ltd., in-1925. In addition, there are 
two district holder stations with a combined capacity of 
150,000 c.ft. 

The works are provided with fitting and repair shop and 
smithy, together with a laboratory well equipped for the 
usual routine tests. 


LUNCHEON AT THE Foor oF THE WREKIN. 


Later members and friends left for the Forest Glen 
Pavilion at the foot of the Wrekin, where they were gener- 
ously entertained. Mr. Milbourne presided at the 
luncheon, in the unavoidable absence of the Chairman of 
the Company. 


Goop SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY. 


Mr. Husert Pooity said he considered it a great honour to 
have been asked to propose the health of the Wellington Gas 
Company, and the pleasure was the greater for several reasons. 
The Wellington Company was formed about eighty years ago, 
and was run for many years as a non-statutory Company. He 
believed that parliamentary powers were obtained in 1903, when 
the make of gas was in the region of 40 million c.ft. per annum. 
The Company, under the direction of their worthy President 
and his progressive Board of Directors, acquired the two smaller 
Companies at Oakengates and at Hadley and Trench, and was 
producing just now some 166 million c.ft. of gas per annum. The 
combined output in the three undertakings referred to must 
have been practically trebled in the last twenty-five years. This 
spoke volumes for the type of service rendered to the community, 
which had evidently appreciated the efforts put forward on its 
behalf; and it also constituted the reward received by the share- 
holders through the effort of their Directors and officers. The 
capital account of the Company had been well husbanded, and 
had been reduced from £716 per million sold in 1905 to £526 
per million at the present time. This was the more remarkable 
because of the price, approximating £800 per million, which was 
paid for the two smaller undertakings, and because of the diffi- 
culties all gas undertakings had experienced in spending money 
since the great war. Those present had had the pleasure of 
seeing the Company’s works that morning. Much of the plant 
had been erected since 1925, and he would particularly like to 
congratulate the Company on its vertical retort installation and 
on its large spiral-guided holder. The responsibility for the 
whole of the reconstruction and extension work had fallen on 
the shoulders of Mr. Woodfine, who received his early training 
in Wallasey, which was his (Mr. Pooley’s) own birthplace. For 
more years than he cared to think about, he had watched with 
the greatest interest Mr. Woodfine’s career and efforts, because 
of that far-away connection; and he was proud to-day to con- 
gratulate his Company on the result of that endeavour. They 
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AERIAL VIEW OF THE 


were greatly indebted to the Company for the very handsome 
way in which they had been entertained, and for the permis- 
sion to visit the works. When he (the speaker) controlled the 
Stafford gas and electricity undertakings, he had the privilege 
of knowing the Wellington Company’s late Chairman, Mr. Shep- 
herd, and for a longer period than that Mr. Milbourne, the 
Deputy-Chairman, had been one of his close friends. Mr. Mil- 
bourne had done incalculable service to the whole Industry in 
very many directions, and it was with his name that he desired 
to couple the toast of ‘‘ The Wellington Gas Company.” 


Tue Inpustry CaN AFFORD TO Pay PROPER SALARIES. 


Mr. MILBoURNE, in response, said it had been a very great 
pleasure to him and his co-Directors to welcome the Association 
and entertain them as they had done. They naturally felt a 
certain amount of pride in the fact that the members had 
elected to the Presidential Chair their Managing-Director, Mr. 
Woodfine, and they were quite sure that, in doing so, the right 
step was taken. Mr. Woodfine had served the Company twenty- 
five years, and during that time there had been many oppor- 
tunities of recognizing his ability. 

Proceeding to refer to one or two matters which are at present 
subjects of discussion, Mr. Milbourne remarked that the Gas 
Industry can afford to pay their Engineers and Managers a 
proper salary for the services rendered. ‘‘ I do not know,’’ he 
said, ‘‘ any Engineer whose duties are less than twenty-four 
hours a day; and I think that he has to be, not only an engi- 
neer, but a chemist, salesman, and regular encyclopedia. That 
of a Gas Engineer should be one of the best paid professions. 
It is distressing when one sees at times appointments offered 
at Salaries which are not more than would be given to a shop 
manager. But what I think is a greater shame still is that 
there are evidently applicants to fill these positions. It seems 
to me that the matter to a large extent lies in your own hands. 
I am pleased the Institution are taking up the question; and 
if yen, a give them the support you should, everything will be 
night 

Mr. Milbourne went on to remark that Mr. Woodfine had given 
the Association a very good address, and he had been impressed 
by his enthusiasm on the subject of the lighting load. The Gas 
Industry must be very careful not to surrender the lighting, 
particularly in the provincial towns. If a proper effort was 
made, they would not only retain but extend it. He said that, 
in this connection, he attached great importance to the develop- 
ment of switches, and he also thought the Industry should en- 
courage the manufacturers of gas fittings to make them at least 
as attractive as electric fittings. Again, showrooms should not 
- crowded out, but arranged so that intending customers could 

: how fittings and appliances would look in actual use. He 
suggested that it would prove advantageous to the Gas Industry 
to show in the window (say) one fitting or appliance one week, 
and another the next. He was sorry the Chairman of the Com- 
pany was not well enough to join them at luncheon, but he had 
expressed the hope that they would have a good time. 

‘The Town and Trade of Wellington ’’ was submitted by 
Mr. R. J. Rocers, who said the Gas Industry of that neighbour- 
hood was always linked-up in their minds with Messrs. C. & W. 
Walker. No firm was more respected, and Mr. Milbourne, the 
Menaging-Director, was highly regarded by all of them. Mr. 
W M. Gornon, replying, remarked that Wellington had some- 
thing to be proud of in its Gas Company, which was certainly 
a} rogressive body. 

ir. R. D. Newt (whose grandfather promoted the Welling- 
tor Gas Company) proposed the toast of ‘‘ The Association,” and 


as in example of the progressive nature of the Gas Company, 


WELLINGTON 


GAS-WORKS, 


stated that, in connection with a new housing scheme, they 
had offered to put in supplies free. In reply, Mr. Wooprine 
said he was really celebrating three events. He had served his 
Company just over twenty-five years; he had been a member 
of the Midland Asseciation for a similar period; and he had been 
appointed Managing-Director of the Wellington Gas Company. 
He felt therefore that he had something to be proud of. In 
conclusion, he thanked his co-Directors for all they had done 
to make the day so successful. 


The afternoon was spent on the works, at Donnington, 
of Messrs. C. & W. Walker, over which the visitors were 
shown by Mr. Milbourne (Managing-Director), Mr. J. H. 
Beard (General Manager), and other officials. There was 
a great deal of interest to see in the short time available, 
and Mr. Milbourne hinted at another inspection later on, 
with opportunity for closer inspection. 


THE MIDLAND IRON WORKS, DONNINGTON. 


These works commenced operation in the early ’sixties 
and were started by Charles and William Walker. They 
now occupy an area of about 20 acres. The main offices 
—- of general, commercial, private offices, and drawing 
office. 

In the constructional department are manufactured gas- 
holders, spirally-guided and guide-framed, and dry or 
Klénne holders, steel tanks for oil, water, &c., construc- 
tional steelwork for retort houses, roof principals, &c., 
electrically-welded steel pipes, and electrically-welded con- 
structional details. Steel plates were observed being cut 
by oxy-acetylene process, while the machines used in vari- 
ous processes for the manufacture of the above were seen. 
Gasholder side and top sheets, as well as tank top sheets 
are here straightened, sheared, punched, and drilled, and 
tank side plates bent to required curvature. Hydraulic 
presses and furnaces are in use. 

In the planing department and purifier erection shop 
cast iron plates for purifiers, condensers, tanks, &c., are 
machined and erected prior to despatch, The various 
machines used in the manufacture of purifiers were to be 
seen, including planing, milling, and drilling machines. 

In the foundry cast-iron plates for purifiers, condensers, 
and tanks, as well as pipe specials and other cast-iron 
work, are made, and here there are two cupolas, green 
sand and loam moulding, core ovens, and so forth. 

All patterns are made in the pattern shop preparatory 
to going into the foundry, and in the adjoining stores 
some 20,000 patterns are housed. 

In the machine and fitting shop are manufactured hori- 
zontal and vertical washer- scrubbers, sulphate of am- 
monia stills, Livesey washers, and valves of the Milbourne, 
Weck, and Walker types, and pipe specials are mac shined; 
and also the Milbourne roller carriages for spiral holders 
and roller carriages for guide-framed holders, and mouth- 
pieces and discharge chutes for purifiers. 

The sawmill and wood working denartment deals with 
the manufacture of purifier grids of various kinds, and 
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devices for vertical and horizontal washer-scrubbers. The 
two boiler houses contain three B. & W. water tube boilers 
with water softener and a horizontal Lancashire boiler with 
pumps, &c. 

In the power: house are a horizontal ‘‘ Unaflow ”’ and 
three ‘‘ Bellis ’’ generating sets, and one electrically-driven 
air compressor. The current generated is at 220 volts D.C. 

The hydraulic house includes ae. pumps and 
6 in. and 8 in. hydraulic accumulators (W.P. 2000 lbs. per 
sq. in.). Pneumatic tools are repaired here. 

There are also on the works main stores and paint de- 
partments, in addition to which are erecting areas on both 
sides of the yard, where structural work of large dimen- 
sions can be undertaken. 


Manchester and District Junior Gas Association 


Visit to Thorncliffe Ironworks 


Members of this Association paid a visit to the Thorn- 
cliffe Ironworks of Messrs. Newton Chambers & Co., Ltd., 
on Wednesday, May 13. The visitors were met at London 
Road Station, Manchester, by Mr. Hall and Mr. Young, 
the firm’s Manchester representatives, who conducted the 
party to Penistone, where a bus was waiting to convey 
them to the works. Major Miles, together with Messrs. 
Allott, Thompson, Taylor, and Fielding, received the visi- 
tors and conducted them around the extensive works. 


The blast furnaces for making pig iron proved very inter- 
esting, as a run was made at the time the party arrived. 
In the power house are three 1000-Kw. gas engines driven 
by waste blast furnace gas. The foundries consist of one 
building 600 ft. wide by 400 ft. long and containing 15 bays 
of 50 ft. and 33 ft. spans. 


The foundries are served by 4 cupolas, each melting 10 
tons per hour. The large machine moulding bay was a 
source of great interest, as were also the pattern and other 
shops. Great interest was displayed in the inspection of 
the general light castings, such as builders use—i.e., 
gutters, fall pipes, &e. 

Luncheon was served at Newton Hall, Chapletown, and 

was presided over by Major MILEs, representing the firm, 
and supported by the President of the Association, Mr. 
C. H. Bamber, B.Sc. 

Mr. H. B. KnNowtes (Lancaster) moved a vote of thanks 
to the firm for the invitation to inspect the works and for 
their hospitality. He expressed his personal pleasure in 
having had an opportunity of going around their works. 

Mr. W. P. Situ, B.Sc. (Bolton), seconding, remarked 
upon the efficiency and cleanliness of the plant and works. 

Major Mites, replying. said thev made about 50,000 tons 
of pig iron a year and disposed of 70,000 tons of coke. In 
1793, furnaces were in use, and on the very same site as 
those they had seen that afternoon. 








THE FOUNDRY. 
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There is a dining hall for workmen capable of a 


L ‘OMMo. 
dating about 600. 
After tea, Mr. Wooprine proposed a hearty vote gf 
thanks to the firm. He said they were greatly idebte; 
to them for showing the members over the works, and fg 


their hospitality. 

This proposition was seconded by Mr. F. 
heartily carried. 

Mr. Mirgourne, in acknowledgment, said that ihe firm 
prided themselves that they took every possible meays, 
and spared no expense, to ensure that the very best work 
was carried out. He had been associated with the work. 
for the last forty years. 


C. Bric:is, and 





HonorAaRY MEMBER. 

Mr. Atsop (Hon. Secretary) submitted a recommenda. 
tion from the Council that Mr. Franklin Thorp be made an 
Hon. Member of the Association. He spoke of the very 
valuable services rendered to them by Mr. Thorp, who 
became a member in 1902, was elected to the Council in 
1905, and was President in_ 1910. He was one of the 
originators of the University Lecture Courses, and through 
his agency the Council had the use of a room in Manchester 
for all Council Meetings since the year 1905, and still had 
that privilege. 

This was carried unanimously 
returned thanks. 


and Mr. Tuorp briefly 


SMITHY WOOD. 









After luncheon the party were conducted to the Smithy- | 


wood Gas and Coke Plant, where they 
Mr. Greenfield and his assistants. 
Here was seen one of the largest coke oven installations 


were received by 


in Great Britain, having a earbonizing capacity of 1200 
tons of coal a day. The battery consists of 59 Becker 
regenerative ovens 40 ft. long, 12 ft. 6 in. high, with 


average width of 16 in., and having a coal capacity of 
approximately 15 tons. The reinforced concrete coal bin 
has a storage capacity of 2500 tons, and the coal- charging 
car has a capacity of 11 tons. The coke-quenching car is 
run under a brick tower for the quenching of the hot coke, 
a 10,000 gallon tank feeding the spray through a 1é-in. 
pipe. 

Ample provision has been made to ensure regular opera- 
tion of the plant without disorganization of coke and gas 
production. The ammonium sulphate recovery plant, ben- 
zole recovery and rectification plant, exhauster and pump 


house, aerial ropeways, and acid plant were all inspected 
with great interest by the members. 

The party partook of tea at Newton Hall at the con- 
clusion. 
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STOCKING AREA FOR FINISHED PRODUCTS. 
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Wales and Monmouthshire 








Institution 


TWENTY-FIVE YEARS’ WORK—THEIR CHANGE OF TITLE 


The Wales and Monmouthshire Institution of Gas En- 
gineers and Managers celebrated their quarter-centenary 
when they met for the 26th Annual Meeting at the South 
Wales Institute of Engineers, Cardiff, on Thursday, 
May 21. Mr. Octavius Thomas, of Pentre, Rhondda, the 
retiring President, was in the chair. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were read and confirmed. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


of Mr. Octavius Tuomas, of Pentre. 


I thank you for the honour you have conferred upon me 
in electing me President of your Institution for the second 
time, and I shall endeavour to carry out the duties to the 
best of my ability. The Institution was started in the 
year 1905, with the late Mr. Thomas Canning, A.M.Inst.- 
C.E., as our first President, and it has now completed 25 
years’ service. . “ 

Altogether 171 members and students have joined during 
this period, out of which 31 have died, 55 have resigned or 
left the district, which leaves the present membership at 
85. Iam pleased to say we have eleven original members 
still with us. Several of our members, who have left the 
district, are now in charge of large undertakings and are 
taking an active part in the work of the parent Institution. 
The quantity of gas made in the works of our members 
last year was 6543 million c.ft. compared with 3064 million 
c.ft. in the year 1905, which shows a very satisfactory pro- 
gress, and it does not look as if the Gas Industry is be- 
coming derelict. 

We have held 51 meetings, and 52 papers on the manu- 
facture and distribution of gas and residual products have 
been read and discussed, in addition to the Presidential 
Addresses, while the principal gas-works in the district 
have been visited. I think we can claim that the Institu- 
tion has been of great service to the district and to the 
members attending the meetings. 

The attendance has been satisfactory, those present ob- 
taining information which has been of great advantage to 
their respective undertakings. We have derived immense 
benefit from the assistance and information given from 
time to time by Messrs. H. D. Madden, J. H. Canning, 
and W. H. Johns. the Engineers and Managers of the prin- 
cipal gas undertakings in the area. 

When the Institution was started in 1905, we had to 
supply gas of a definite illuminating power, and, although 
the supply was not officially tested except in_ the larger 
towns, the quality was well maintained. With the develop- 
ment of the incandescent burners, there was no necessity for 
the illuminating power, and to-day we are supplying gas of 
a Jefinite calorific value, which every undertaking has to 


declaré under the Gas Regulation Act, and which is tested 
by an Official Inspector in the greater part of our area. 

In 1905 the residual market was very different; it was 
not easy to dispose of our coke at a favourable price, and 
the tar prices were very low, the only redeeming feature 
being sulphate of ammonia, the selling price of which at 
that time was £12 10s. per ton. With the low price of 
sulphuric acid and wages, a substantial revenue was ob- 
tained. 

Co-OpEerATIVE TAR SCHEME. 


In May, 1911, we started a Special Purposes Section, and 
as a result we are able to obtain to-day better prices for 
our coke and can dispose of it either locally or by ship- 
ment. And through the Co-operative Tar Scheme we are 
obtaining better prices for our tar; but this is not suffi- 
cient to make up for the losses on sulphate of ammonia. I 
should like to draw the attention of those members who 
do not belong to our Co-operative Scheme to the benefits 
derived therefrom; unless we all join we cannot expect to 
have the full advantage from it. 

As one who had one of the best contracts for tar at the 
time of the Scheme being started in 1921, I can say that 
during the past ten years I have received over 10 p.ct. 
more than I should have done under the contract I had 
when the Scheme was inaugurated. 

Coxe Oven Gas. 


Some years ago pressure was brought to bear upon my 
Gas Department to take coke oven gas from a local col- 
liery, and reference has been made to my Department 
being retrograde in not taking it when it was offered. My 
Committee went thoroughly into the matter, and when it 
was found that the saving, after taking into account the 
maintenance of the works, plant, and gasholders, was very 
small, the Committee decided it was not advisable to take 
it. These ovens were not in use many years, and are now 
being dismantled. 


EpucaTION SCHEME. 


I should like to draw the attention of the younger mem- 
bers and students to the Education Scheme prepared by 
the Institution of Gas Engineers for the education of those 
engaged in the technical work of the Gas Industry. We 
are very fortunate in having Mr. John Mogford as. the 
Lecturer in Gas Engineering and Gas Supply at the Car- 
diff Technical College. You will find if you inquire from 
those who have attended the classés that they have de- 
rived great benefits from so doing. Periodical visits are 
paid by the students, through the kindness of the Direc- 
tors, to the works of the Cardiff Gas Light and Coke Com- 
pany, where they are able to inspect the latest and best 
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plant for the manufacture of gas and see the methods of 
dealing with the repairs and maintenance of gas stoves, 


meters, and gas appliances. 


I do not consider the number attending these classes is 
as large as it ought to be, and especially is this the case 
I am strongly of the opinion 


in the Gas Engineering Class. 
that this is the most important of all the classes and should 


be attended not only by those engaged on the works but 


by others in the Industry, so that they may become con- 
versant with all that goes on in the works. It only means 
giving up one evening a week during the winter months, 
and the cognate subjects can be taken in most cases locally. 

In the future, positions in the Gas Industry will be ob- 
tained by those who have passed these examinations, in 
preference to others, and evidence of this has already been 
seen in many appointments recently made. 

A Scheme for the education and training of Gas Sales- 
men has been organized by the British Commercial Gas 
Association under the supervision of a representative Com- 
mittee appointed by their Executive. I have had a copy 
of the Scheme and can commend it to the members who 
are engaged on the distribution side of our Industry. 

In my address in 1922 I gave you particulars of my 
works in the Rhondda Valleys, and I am pleased to be able 
to state that, although my gas sales have not increased 





Mr. OCTAVIUS THOMAS, 
Engineer and Manager of the Rhondda Gas and Water Works. 


Mr. Octavius Thomas served his articles with the late Alderman 
Bowen, J.P., Engineer and Manager of the Cardiff Gas Light 
and Coke Company, and, later, when that position was held by 
Mr. Henry Morley, M.Inst.C.E., Mr. Thomas was for a number 
of years Assistant Engineer. He left Cardiff in 1893 to take up 
the position of General Manager and Secretary of the Western 
Valleys Water and Gas Company. In 1898 he was appointed 
Engineer and Manager of the Rhondda Urban District Council's 
Gas and Water Works, and this position he now holds. Mr. 
Thomas took a leading part in the formation of the Wales and 
Monmouthshire District Institution of Gas Engineers and 
Managers in 1905, and has acted as Hon. Secretary ever since. 


since the introduction of electric light, I have been able 
to maintain my position in spite of the bad trade. 

With reference to subsidence, this is still continuing, but 
by constant attention to the leakages in the district I have 
been able to keep down my unaccounted-for gas to what it 


was in 1922. 


Mr. J. H. Canning, Newport, proposed a hearty vote of 
thanks to the President. He found particular pleasure in 
doing so because the address had been “ all of a piece ”’ 
with the President’s life—it was practical as Mr. Thomas 
had always been practical. When they looked at the 
figures of gas production which the President had placed 
before them the members would congratulate the Institu- 
tion and the District upon the remarkable progress that 
had been made, and that in spite of the heavy electrical 
competition and the unexampled trade depression in their 
district. The President had omitted to refer in his ad- 
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dress to the wonderful work which he (the Presi 
done for that Institution. A few years ago the 
of the Institution had had the pleasure of celebr: 
Thomas’s coming-of-age as Secretary of the In 
for which he had done work which could not be 
by that of any other secretary for any other org nization 
in the area. That day they were celebrating a quarter. 
a-century’s work by the Institution, and it was certgiy 
that Mr. Thomas would not have been able to chronic, 


ting Mr. 
titutiog, 


such progress and achievement if it had not been for th} 


contributions which he himself had made to their work 


Mr. Canning particularly desired to call the attention oj q 


the Juniors to the Education Scheme to which the Presiden, 
had referred. If they refrained from taking advantage ¢ 
that scheme, they would have plenty of time in the futyy: 
to repent. Mr. Canning tendered congratulations { 
the President on the completion of a quarter-of-a-ccntury’ 
service to the Institution, and hoped he would be spare; 
for many years to continue to act as their Secretary, x 
he had so ably done in the past. 

Mr. R. J. Auckland, Cardiff, in seconding, said that eyey 
a silver-tongued orator could not pay adequate tribute ty 
Mr. Thomas for the work he had done for the Institution, 
In a very special sense Mr. Thomas had always looke( 
after the young men in the industry and their interests, 
Mr. Thomas had always urged upon them the necessity 
for taking advantage of the technical side of educatioy, 
and by his appreciation of the new direction of education 
on the distribution side and his advocacy of the scheme 
for the education and training of salesmen, he had shown 
that he had kept himself right up-to-date in regard to the 
new developments, and that his whole heart, soul, ani 
energies were being devoted to the furtherance of the 
interests of the industry. 

The vote was accorded with acclamation, and the Presi- 
dent, with his usual modesty, remarked ‘* Thank you, 
gentlemen. All I can say is that if I had not had such 
great help from the members we should not have been as 
successful as we have been.”’ 


ANNUAL REPORT. 


The Twenty-Sixth Annual Report of the Council stated 
that six new members had joined the Institution during 
the year, one member had been elected an Honorary Men- 
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ber, one had died, and one had resigned, leaving the 
membership at the end of the year 77, with four Students 
and four Hlonorary Members. The receipts for the year 
(including £75 18s. from subscriptions) amounted to £77 
16s. 8d., and the payments to £77 8s. 1d. The balance in 
the Treasurer’s hands amounted to £11 6s. 3d., and, in 
addition, the Institution held £100 worth of 23 p.ct. Consols. 

The Report was unanimously approved on the motion ol 
Mr. Barton Grainger (Caerphilly), seconded by Mr. | 
Prosser Jones (Caerphilly). 


To CHANGE THE TITLE OF THE INSTITUTION. 


In moving that the name of the organization shall be 
changed from ‘‘ The Wales and Monmouthshire District 
Institution of Gas Engineers and Managers” to ‘* The 
Wales and Monmouthshire Association of Gas Engineers 
and Managers,’’ Mr. H. D. Madden (Cardiff) said he was 
present at the meeting when the matter of changing the 
names of certain District organizations was raised by Mr. 
Shapley and discussed by the full Council of the Institu- 
tion of Gas Engineers. It was there decided those bodies 
would be well advised to change their title from ‘‘ Institu- 
tion ’’ to ‘* Association.”’ As they were aware, a Royal 
Charter had been obtained for the Institution of Gas Engi- 
neers, and he feared that some of the affiliated organiza- 
tions did not fully comply with the terms of membership 
of the Institution. One point was in regard to admitting 
men to membership who had business dealings with the 
members. He thought they would be wise to adopt the 
proposal to alter the name, and he therefore commended 
the proposal to them. 

Mr. J. H. Canntnc (Newport) said he had pleasure in 
seconding the proposal which had been made by Mr. 
Madden, who had put forward the reasons which rendered 
the change desirable. 

Mr. J. Mocrorp (Cardiff), in moving as an amendment 
that the matter should be referred back for the further 
consideration of,the Council, said the position in South 
Wales was not on all fours with that existing in the rest 
of the country. The difference between an Institution and 
an Association was that the word “ Association ”’ did not 
carry quite as much status as the word “ Institution.’’ He 
held the opinion that they should do everything possible 
to maintain their proper status, even though there were 
difficulties in the way of details. 

he amendment was not seconded, and the motion pro- 
posed by Mr. Madden was carried. 

[The rest of the proceedings is unavoidably held over 
until next week. ] 
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The 183rd Ordinary General Meeting of the Imperial Con- 
‘tinental Gas Association was held at Winchester House, Old 
| Broad Street, London, on Wednesday, the 20th May, Sir Henry 
Bart., K.C.M.G. (Deputy-Chairman), presiding 

in the absence through illness of the Chairman of the Company, 
' Col. H. Le Roy-Lewis, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O. 

The SecRETARY (Mr. W. E. Bowers) read the notice conven- 
‘ing the meeting and also the Auditors’ Report. 

sir Henry BrRCHENOUGH said: 

My Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen, 

My first duty is to express to you the regret and deep dis- 
appointment of our Chairman, Colonel Le Roy-Lewis, that he 
js unable to be here to-day to deliver to you in person his annual 
comprehensive review of the affairs of your Association. 

I feel sure that those of you who have attended recent share- 
holders’ meetings and have listened to Colonel Le Roy-Lewis’s 
speeches recognize the absorbing interest he takes in every de- 
tail of the Company’s work and policy. I think I may fairly 
say that this Company’s fortunes form the major interest of 
his commercial life. He never spares himself in the Company’s 
service. It was indeed upon a recent visit to the Continent 
upon I.C.G.A. business that he contracted the severe chill from 
the consequences of which he is now suffering. He has hoped 
against hope to be with you to-day, and you will realize the re- 
luctance with which he has finally resigned himself to obeying 
the peremptory orders of his doctors that he should abstain 
from all business for a time and in particular that he should 
abandon the idea of presenting himself before you to-day. How- 
ever, you will be glad to hear that although Colonel Le Roy- 
Lewis cannot be with you in person to-day, he has, in spite 
of his illness, prepared a review of the Association’s work and 
fortunes during the past year, such as he would have delivered 
if he had been present, and he has asked me as Deputy-Chairman 
of the Association to read it to you—and this I will now do. I 
must ask you, as I read, to bear in mind that the words are the 
Chairman’s, not mine. 

As the principal purpose of a General Meeting is to give the 
shareholders enlightenment in regard to the activities of the 
Company during the period which has elapsed since the last 
meeting, and to enable them to vote a dividend when results 
permit, I propose to give you such explanations in regard to the 
Accounts in your hands as I think will lead you to the con- 
clusion that the recommendations which your Board make in 
their Report to you are worthy of your acceptance. 

The Accounts before you cover the period of twelve months 
from the Ist April, 1930, until the 31st March, 1931. The corre- 
sponding accounts submitted to you last year, the detail of 
which js repeated in the marginal column of the Accounts in 
your hands, covered a period of fifteen months, but as I ex- 
plained when I last had the honour of addressing you, the longer 
period was only nominal and the results were not appreciably 
affected thereby. You may therefore assume that the two sets 
of figures given in the Accounts before you are, generally speak- 
ing, comparable. 

If you will turn to the Accounts you will observe on the Credit, 
the right-hand, side of the Profit and Loss Account that Net 
Revenue from Stations at £39,977 shows an increase of £4600. 
A variety of reasons serve to account for this, the chief being 
improved workings at our own directly-controlled Stations, and 
a fall in our pension charges, which are a legacy from the 
past. 

Dividends, Rents, and Sundry Revenue, which show an in- 
crease of £100,000, is made up as follows: —Dividends on foreign 
shareholdings £399,000 as against £334,000 last year; Dividends 
on home investments £125,000 as against £102,000 last year; 
Interest £70,000 as against £35,000; Rents £80,000 as against 
£121,000; and Sundry Revenue £18,000. 

Our foreign dividends thus show an increase of £65,000, 
accruing principally from our holding in the Compagnie Con- 
tinentale du Gaz en France, which was able to maintain its 
previous rate of dividend of 20 per cent. upon the larger capital 
ranking for dividend for the whole year, and from La Pro- 
vinciale, where a considerable amount of new capital is now 
coming into bearing. 

Our dividends on home investments show an increase of 
£23,000, and Interest, owing to the large sums of money lent to 
our affiliated companies, shows an increase of £35,000. 

There is a decrease of £41,000 in Rents. This is due to the 
surrender by us on the 31st December, 1929, of the Anderlecht 
gas and electricity concession. As you were told at a previous 
meeting, this Commune refused us a renewal of our gas and 
electricity concession, and therefore temporary arrangements 
were made, pending the lapse of the concession, to lease to one 
of the Brussels Companies—La Provinciale—the mains and 
cables on the territory of that Commune for the brief term 
which our contract still had to run. Our plant was taken over 
by the Commune on terms which were not very. advantageous 
for us, against the payment of cash, which has since been lent, 
at a not unremunerative rate of interest, to the Company by 
which we were dispossessed. 

Sundry revenue, amounting to £18,000, is principally com- 
posed of consulting fees. During the past year the Association 
has been doing a considerable amount of such work upon capital 
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extensions for various Companies. I do not think that we can 
anticipate a continuance of the very exceptional activity of 
our London organization in this rébe of consultant. 

Turning now to the Debit side of the Profit and Loss Account, 
Administration and General Expenses, etc., show an increase 
of £39,000. The increase is almost entirely due to the higher 
amount of Income-Tax payable as the result of our larger profits 
and of the additional 6d. in the £ imposed by last year’s Budget. 

The difference in the charge for Interest on Debenture Stock 
is due to the fact that our last accounts covered a period of 
fifteen months. 

As the new Capital Stock now ranks pari passu with the old 
Stock for dividend purposes, there is naturally no charge for 
Interest on the new Capital Stock in the accounts before you. 

I now come to the Profit for the Year, which amounts to 
£552,000, as against £468,000 for last year, an increase of £84,000. 
These, however, are net ‘profits, and to arrive at a true picture 
it is necessary to increase the figures for the two years by the 
amount of British Income-Tax which we have to pay, and which 
we are unhappily forced to collect back in part trom our stock- 
holders. Grossing the profits in this way, we arrive at a total 
of £580,000 for the previous year and £696,000 for this year, a 
gross increase of £116,000. Our previous record profit was in 
1911, when £557,000 was earned, but in those happy days the 
rate of Income-Tax was only Is. 2d. in the £, so that the corre- 
sponding gross prolit was £600,000. We have thus this year 
passed our record gross profit by £96,000, but owing to the 
increase in Income-Tax which has taken place in the interval, 
our net profit, after providing for Income-Tax, is still £5,000 
short of our 1911 net profit. Therefore, when comparing the 
years 1911 and 1981 it is necessary to take into account not 
merely the fact that since 1911 we have lost the gas supply of 
Berlin, Hanover, and Aix-la-Chapelle, and our interests in the 
Frankfurt Gas Company, but that we are also subject to in- 
creased demands not merely on the part of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, but also on that of Foreign Finance Ministers, 
which renders a considerable proportion of the activities of 
companies unfruitful in their own hands and diverts earnings 
into the less productive channels controlled by Governments. 

Turning now to the Asset, or right-hand, side of the Balance- 
Sheet, the decrease of £323,000 in Works, Mains, etc., is almost 
entirely due to the loss of the Anderlecht concession, to which 
I have made reference. This item contains either Works which 
we exploit ourselves or gas and electricity properties which we 
have leased to other undertakings. 

Stocks at Stations show a small decrease of £1,000, mainly 
owing to the fall in commodity prices. 

Sundry Debtors show an increase of £55,000. This item in- 
cludes, in part, the final dividends of various other Companies 
which had been declared, but not paid, before the end of our 
financial year. All of these were received before our accounts 
were in final form. 

Loans of Associated Companies, which have increased by 
£672,000, represent mainly our loans to The Utility Loan Com- 
pany, which is the channel through which we finance our 
associated companies for the very good reason that by so doing 
we avoid a large part of the foreign taxation which would other- 
wise be borne by us. We are one of the most unfortunate 
victims of double taxation, but our situation would be still less 
happy if we did not take advantage of every lawful means avail- 
able to us of avoiding unnecessary demands, even though, as in 
this particular case, it has been necessary to constitute a special 
company for the purpose. 

Cash at Bankers and in hand at the very low figure of £15,000, 
practically all of which is at Stations, will indicate to you the 
impoverished state of our Treasury. It is, I think, a clear proof 
that, although during the last three years we have made capital 
issues amounting in total, with the premiums, to £1,813,015, 
all such capital has found its way into remunerative employ- 
ment. In London we had on the 3lst March an overdraft of 
£68,000: in view of the present easy money rates this is the 
most economical course for us to follow. The alternative would 
be to realize part of our home investments, or to make ,a fur- 
ther issue of capital. We have not at the present moment 
sufficient operating capital with which to carry on, and the debt 
to our bankers must ultimately be liquidated in one of these 
two ways. 

I may mention that since the close of our financial year an 
investment of £540,000 has been made in the new Company 
which has been formed to take over the Berlin electricity supply 
from the City, and our liquid position is, in consequence, so 
much the worse. To finance this transaction part of our gilt- 
edged investments has been sold. 

The item Investments, which comprises the great bulk of our 
assets, shows an increase in Book Value of £846,000. This in- 
crease is due to further investments of capital which have been 
made in the Cokeries du Brabant and Distrigaz, and a new 
investment in the Société Chimique de Selzaete, which have ab- 
sorbed approximately £350,000. Our home investments show 
an increase of £500,000, from £1,606,000 to £2,106,000. 

I wish to make it clear that this increase does not entirely 
represent new investment. During the year Government 
securities, which stood in our Books at £1,268,000, were sold, 
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realizing the sum of £1,459,000. The capital profit of £195,000 
so realized was carried to our Reserves, but the cash was re- 
invested in other Government securities, which, in consequence, 
appear under our investments at actual cost. ‘The real addition 
to our Home Investments is therefore £304,000: this is in the 
nature of a temporary lock-up of our funds pending the pay- 
ment of our Final Dividend and the maturity of other obli- 
gations. 

On the Liabilities side of the Balance-Sheet our Capital shows 
an increase from £2,486,000 to £2,800,000, the difference being 
due to the payment of the outstanding instalment of our 1929 
Issue and to the issue of £300,000 of additional Capital which 
was made in May, 1930. 

Sundry Creditors show a small increase, but this is the result 
of compensating items rather than of the invariability of the 
amount of our creditors, for our trade creditors have undergone 
a substantial reduction, whilst, on the other hand, we have in- 
curred a debt to our Bank of £68,000. 

Gene rai and Specific Reserves now amount to over £5,000,000. 


The increase of £565,000 is made up as follows :—Premiums 
upon the issues of Capital Stock during the year, £520,000; 
Capital Profits upon the realization of investments, £198,000; 


Addition to our General Reserve, £70,000, this being ‘the appro- 
priation which you authorized at the last General Meeting. 
These make a total of £788,000, whereas the net addition to our 
Reserves is only £565,000: the difference of £223,000 is due to 
the fact that the amortization provided under our Reserves for 
the Anderlecht Concession has had to be deducted upon the 
loss of that concession. 

I should like to make it clear that easily realizable assets 
are not held by the Association to the full extent of these Re- 
serves, and that it would be wiser to assume that this represents 
additional capital which has been garnered from various sources 
and invested in the various public utility enterprises with which 
we are connected. 

You will observe that your Board this year recommend no 
additional appropriation to our General Reserves. The absence 
of any such recommendation is due entirely to fiscal reasons. 

It will come, I think, as a surprise to the majority of you to 
learn that on every penny received on our Belgian interests 
by way of dividends, taxation to the extent of practically 8s. 
in the £ is imposed. The Belgian Taxation Authorities deduct 
22 per cent. from the gross amounts of our dividends and the 
British Authorities 22} per cent. from the remainder. The 
burden is only slightly less onerous in respect of the dividends 
received from French sources. 

Furthermore, as we are now for all practical purposes a hold- 
ing Company, we cannot claim any relief from English taxation 
in respect of sums set aside out of profits for Depreciation and 
Obsolescence of Plant, Machinery, etc., which now belong to 
our Subsidiaries. Any appropriations of this kind which we 
may make here are merely added to the remainder of the profits 
for taxation purposes and suffer the full rate of tax. On the 
other hand, the Subsidiary Companies can claim relief from 
taxation in their own country in respect of such sums as they 
allocate to Amortization and other Reserves of a similar nature. 

Your Board, therefore, conceive it to be in the best interests 
of the Proprietors not to press the Subsidiary Companies for 
dividends in excess of the sums required to yield a reasonable 
rate of dividend, thus giving the Subsidiary Companies ample 
scope to build up substantial reserves and avoiding unnecessary 
taxation. From now onwards, therefore, reserves will be created 
in the Subsidiary Companies, and the allocations to General and 
Specific Reserves, which you have been accustomed to see recom- 
mended in the Report of the Directors, will disappear. For 
your peace of mind I may mention that during their last ac- 
counting year the Companies in which the Association is chiefly 
interested, taking only the proportion of the Association’s par- 
ticipation to the whole capitals, put to reserve, so to speak 
for our sole account, £175,000. 

This brings me to the Profit and Loss items, the figures for 
which are all shown net, after deduction of Income-Tax. The 
sum with which we have to deal is £875,000, out of which an 
interim dividend of 7} per cent., less tax, has already been paid, 
absorbing £162,000. We recommend that the balance should be 
utilized to pay a final dividend of 12} per cent., less tax, which 
will take £271,250, and a proportionate participating bonus 
for distribution among our Staff at £4,335: the balance of 
£437,368 should be Carried Forward. The Carry Forward will 
be approximately equivalent to 20 per cent. upon our Capital, 
so that the present rate of dividend is practically assured for 
next year. It is preferable, however, that you should regard 
the Carry Forward as being in the nature of a Reserve, especially 
earmarked for the general equalization of dividends. Our full 
dividend of 20 per cent. for this year absorbs £433,000, as against 
the amount of £270,000 distributed last year at the rate of 174 
per cent. upon the smaller capital of £1,976,000. You will thus 
observe that we have endeavoured to frame recommendations 
which will give Proprietors a more than commensurate share 
in the increasing prosperity of the Association. Our total gross 
profits may be said to have been the Profit and Loss Account 
balance of £552,000, plus Income-Tax amounting to £144,000, 
plus other Companies’ Reserves of £175,000, making a total of 
£871,000, and our gross dividend absorbs £560,000, so that ap- 
proximately two-thirds of our gross earnings are coming to 
you as dividend. 

These results, which I trust you will regard as satisfactory, 
are the fruits of our programme of reorganization. During the 
last two or three years we have divided our Belgian organiza- 
tion into its component parts from an industrial, and not from 
a geographical, point of view. We have divorced the produc- 
tion of gas from the distribution of gas. We are ruthlessly 
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scrapping the old Works, which contribute nothing to the 
amenities of a town, and are building up through the Cokeries 
du Brabant a large coke-oven undertaking on a rural siie which 
lies alongside the Antwerp-Brussels Canal and is a nirably 
situated tor export. Here the production of gas will be cen. 


tralized, while we possess ample space for the expansio:: of our 
installations. 
This has enabled, or will shortly enable, us to clo down 


three Works in Antwerp and two Works in Brussels. it yjlj 
of course, be necessary to retain the transmission, storaze, and 
distributing plants at those centres. Further, in con unction 
with other important groups we have entered upon a pro "ramme 
of connecting up, by means of a pipe-line 75 miles in ength, 
running from the north to the south of Belgium, all coke-oye, 
undertakings which have gas for disposal, with the u ‘timate 
idea of being able to supply other gas undertakings with gas 
at prices at which they could not hope to produce it themselves, 
The medium through which this is being done is the con npany 
called Distrigaz. 

In order to make the coke-oven a paying proposition, it js 
necessary to give the most careful attention to the treatment of 
the by-products, of which gas is one, the chief product, natur. 
ally, being coke for the use of blast furnaces and for domestic 
purposes. The plant of the Cokeries du Brabant at Pont Brilé, 
when it is completed, will be treating 900,000 tons of coal q 
year and producing some 600,000 tons of coke. Other products 
will be in proportion, and among these the three chief are sul- 
phate of ammonia, benzol, and tar. 

We find no difficulty in the manufacturing and marketing 
of sulphate of ammonia, although, naturally, owing to the 
production of synthetic nitrates on a large scale, the prices 
obtainable for that product do not leave as great a margin of 
profit as was obtainable three or four years ago. 

The distillation of tar and the rectification of benzol and 
their marketing present problems of a specialized character, 
and we therefore came to the conclusion that it was advisable 
not to undertake this ourselves, but to come to an arrangement 
with a firm with long experience of the tar and benzol industries, 
Consequently, we have made an arrangement with Messrs. Burt, 
Boulton, & Haywood, Ltd., to convert their Belgian under. 
taking into a Belgian company, and to give us a participation 
in the capital and representation upon the Board. This was 
carried through at the beginning of this year, and the Company 
is functioning under the title of the Société Chimique de 
Selzaete. It is early yet to assess what will be the results of 
our participation in this undertaking in the dual réle of supplier 
of the raw material and shareholder. 

The outlook for coke at the present moment is not particu- 
larly favourable, but the present industrial depression cannot 
last for ever, and, with gas contracts which still have thirty 
years to run, it behoves us to take long views. 

For electricity a similar programme has been carried out. 
The production of current, not merely for our Belgian interests, 
but for other electrical interests operating in and around 
Brussels, has been concentrated in the hands of a company 
known as the Interbrabant, from which Brussels Companies— 
Electrogaz and Provinciale—derive their supplies in bulk, and 
in which we have a substantial participation in the Capital. 

As regards the distribution of gas and electricity, steps are 
being taken to co-ordinate the activities of our different Belgian 
undertakings. In this direction there is a great deal to be done, 
as, for instance, by the centralization of propaganda, and we 
look for a considerable increase in our output in consequence, 
more particularly in the realm of industrial gas. 

Naturally, this programme cannot be carried through without 
certain sacrifices. As the result of the concentration and 
mechanisation of our gas-producing plants we have had to part 
with, or anticipate that we shall shortly have to part with, no 
less than 600 of our employees, but in every case we have en- 
deavoured to deal equitably with them, either by granting them 
pensions or gratuities. Furthermore, it will be necessary for 
us tu write down to their scrap value in our Books the Works 
which are at present leased by the Association to the Cokeries 
du Brabant and which are being put out of action. 

In France we are working towards the same ideals, but as 
our enterprises there are much more scattered the problem does 
not lend itself to such wholesale treatment. 

There can be no finality in the process of industrial replace- 
ment. The competitor is always knocking at the door, and it 
is only the enterprise with low costs which can hope to survive. 
In some cases this competition comes from within the industry 
itself; in our case it comes from outside in the form of alterna- 
tive fuels. The industrialist is not interested in gas, electricity, 
oil or solid fuel as such, his only object is to purchase heat, 
light, or power units at the cheapest possible rate. 

With either gas or electricity there is a flexibility and an 
elimination of manual labour which must be taken into con- 
sideration in the industrial user’s costings, but even with this 
supplementary advantage the competition from outside is severe 

The depressed state of trade has necessarily somewhat retarde d 
the expansion of our profits. This trade depression arises from 
failure to adjust the price-level to purchasing power, or vice 
versd. It is not a case of over-production, rather is it a case of 
under-consumption; the human appetite for a higher standard 
of living is insatiable. You and I may be satisfied to have five 
or six pairs of shoes; Catherine of Russia had five thousand. 
There are millions of "people who would like to have more foo:l 
to eat. Where, then, is satiety point? Satiety point does not 
exist, and therefore in an ultimate sense there can be no ove) 
production. All the goods available could be consumed if peopl: 
could afford to buy them. 
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The cue for the present economic situation, therefore, lies 
either in an increase of purchasing power or in a reduction in 
Fine price ol commodities. ay 
one very simple means of increasing purchasing 


There 15 
E power, aud that consists in the employment of the Printing 
press to print more currency notes. There is a great deal to 


Ebe said for this solution, which has been successtuily followed 
by. many countries, with the result that the burden of the tixed 
interest charges which falls to be borne by the State and indus- 
i try is proportionately lessened. { 

Further, until wages are adjusted to make good the diminished 
purchasing power of money, the wage charge in terms of real 
purchasing power is reduced, . 

This solution is nothing more than a polite measure of internal 
bankruptcy, but it has the merit that its incidence is fair; it 
reduces equally the quantity of sweets that a child’s pocket- 

S money will buy and the luxuries available to the millionaire. 
jt would undoubtedly reduce the goid costs of production in 
this country and possibly enable this country to regain, at least 
temporarily, its pre-war position. 

Such a debasement of the currency would, however, definitely 
lower the standard of living of those with fixed incomes, more 
particularly as in course of time the wage-earner would assert 
his claim to an increase of money wages proportionate to the 
full in purchasing power of the £ sterling. 

If such a remedy were advisable the moment for its appli 
cation has probably already passed, and for a country which is, 
to a very large extent dependent -upon investment abroad, 
banking, and insurance as means of livelihood, it is extremely 
problematical whether the remedy would not be worse than the 
disease. 

It is an attempt to take a short cut back to national pros- 
perity by increasing the number of money counters relatively to 
commodities, the dangers of which are adequately described by 
Aristotle :— 

** And, indeed, he who is rich in coin may often be in 
want of necessary food. But how can that be wealth of 
which a man may have a great abundance and yet perish 
with hunger, like Midas in the fable, whose insatiable prayer 
turned everything that was set before him into gold? ” 

I turn from a consideration of this palliative to a real and 
abiding remedy, which consists in a real reduction in the price 
of goods as measured in terms of money, not by the opposite 
process of currency deilation, but by improved industrial pro- 
cesses. The most modern plant to-day may be obsolescent to- 
morrow, and the successful industrialist must give perpetual 
thought to the means by which his costs and the prices of his 
goods can be reduced, so that people are able to purchase more 
of what he has to offer for sale. 

To take a simple example: If the price of motor-cars is re- 
duced by half, twice as many motor-cars may be bought. 

I go turther:- The relationship between reduction in prices 

and the quantity of goods bought is not merely a straight line 
function, but something further. lf the price of an article is 
reduced by half, experience goes to show that the quantity 
of goods bought at the lower price will not merely be twice as 
many, but often three or four times as many. 
_I do not wish to appear to attribute too great a responsibility 
for the present industrial depression to the producer, for a great 
part of the trouble is due, not to the failure of the producer 
to reduce costs, but to the failure oi the distributor to pass on 
to the consumer the reduction in costs. 

To take a simple example, the price of wheat before the war 
was 7s. 5d. per cwt., as compared with a price to-day of 5s. 5d. 
Notwithstanding this fall in the price of wheat, the price of the 
quartern loaf to-day is 7d., as compared with the pre-war price 
of 5{d. The retailer has, of course, extra charges to bear in 
the torm of higher taxation and increased transport and hand- 
ling costs, but I question whether the wide margin between 
wholesale and retail prices has complete justification. 

In the gas and electrical industries we are, for the most part, 
our own producers, our own transporters, and our own retailers, 
but, like others, we have to bear our proportionate share ol 
taxation. I cannot speak for outside companies, but within 
our own organization we are paying approximately the same 
gold price for our coal as before the war, wages in terms of 
gold have considerably increased, but despite this our gas and 
electricity prices are below the gold pre-war level. This is in 
part due to improved technique, but apart from this I think 
that the gas and electricity supply industries, by the modera- 
tion of their prices, afford a clear demonstration that the middle- 
man is playing far too large a part in the organization of in- 
dustry to-day. 

_ To return to the producer: it is idle to think that the object 
in view can be secured by tinkering with plant the obsolescence 
of which is known; this is merely throwing good money after 
bad. Only the most economical producer with the most modern 
plant can survive; others must inevitably be driven out of 
business. Price-fixing agreements may ward off the evil day, 
a law of the survival of the fittest will ultimately assert 
itself, 

_ Despite many attempts to stabilize prices, this inexorable law 
is now asserting itself in the coking industry; the fall in the 
price of metallurgical coke has already caused many coke-ovens 
to close down, and some of these will never be restarted. These 
are naturally the producers with high costs. In this way supply 
will adjust itself to demand over a space of time; in so far as the 
adjustment takes place at a lower price-level, demand will in 
turn be stimulated and so will advance part of the way to meet 
the effects of the so-called over-production. 

! have said that courage is necessary for the application of 
this remedy; old Works which were thought to have some value 
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have to be demolished, and the values at which such Works 
stand in the Balance-Sheet have to be written off. It is not 
pleasant, but is it not much better to utilize reserves for such a 
purpose than to eat up those Reserves by seeking to keep in 
operation plants which are no longer ¢.onomic units? The only 
reu: value which an industrial plant possesses is a capitaliza- 
tion based on its cost of production. Where a plant has a high 
cost of production it has nothing more than a scrap value, 
and it is idle to keep such plants in the Balance-Sheet at a figure 
which pre-supposes that such Works have a value in excess of 
what vould be realized by breaking them up. 

We wurselves are putting out of action five Works which, in 
our opimion, are no longer economic producers. We have 
created reserves against those plants, and when the moment 
arrives you must be prepared to see those reserves utilized for 
the purpose for which they were created of writing out of our 
Balance-Sheet obsolescent plaht. 

Our Balance-Sheet may not look quite so good in consequence, 
but the true criterion of the value of your undertaking is its 
earning capacity, and the elimination of part of our Reserves 
should lead to no diminution of our profits; in fact, having 
recard to the modernization of our plant which necessitates 1t, 
1 look forward, when our present programme is in full fruition, 
to increasing profits. : 

May I commend to the attention of those who are responsible 
for the fetters in which public utility undertakings are forced to 
work in England the more enlightened views which are held 
by the legislatures of foreign countries which have enabled our 
programme to be carried through in a manner which in this 
country would be impossible. The assumption that the gas 
or electrical industry enjoys a monopoly which stands in need 
of stringent control is wrong. Both industries are to-day con- 
fronted with extremely competitive methods of supplying heat, 
light, and power, and little is to be feared from abolishing the 
greater part of the restrictions to which they are subject. Rela- 
tively, we are standing at the same point as the railways stand 
to the free competition of motor transport. 

I am reminded of the experience of a leading American public 
utility expert, who is also interested in horse racing. He paid 
a visit to one of our chief consultants with a view to taking 
an interest in public utility undertakings. The consultant 
handed him a volume containing a selection of standing orders 
which govern the supply of electricity in this country, and sug- 
gested that he should first make himself acquainted with its con- 
tents. Three months elapsed; he called again and handed back 
the volume with the simple inquiry whether it was easy to enter 
a horse for the Grand National. 

That is how the organization of our public utility undertak- 
ings strikes the outsider, and it cannot be to the advantage of 
British industry, for which both cheap gas and electricity are 
a vital necessity. 

I now move that the Report of the Directors and the audjted 
Statement of Accounts for the twelve months ended the 3ist 
March, 1931, already printed and circulated amongst the Proprie- 
tors, and now read, be adopted, and that a Final Ordinary Divi- 
dend on the £2,800,000 Capital Stock be paid on the 22nd May, 
1931, for the year ended the 31st March, 1931, to.Proprietors regis- 
tered in the Books at the close of business on the 28th April, 
1931, at the rate of 124 per cent. (actual), less Income-Tax, 
making, with the Interim Dividend of 7} per cent. (actual), less 
Income-Tax, paid on the 15th November, 1930, a Dividend of 
20 per cent. for the year, and I call on Mr. H. G. Palmer to 
second this motion. 


Mr. H. G. Patmer seconded the resolution. 

The CHAIRMAN invited comments by the Proprietors, but as 
there were none the motion was put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously. 

The CHairMAN then explained the position with regard to the 
re-valuation of the Association’s property in Prague and Graslitz. 
Ife pointed out that at the time the existing installations were 
made, the Austrian Krone stood at 24 to the £, whereas to-day 
the rate of exchange was 164 Kr. to the £. The result was that 
if this property was disposed of to-day a large profit, expressed 
in Kronen, would be shown, in the relation of 24 to 164. Under 
the Czecho-Slovakian law a large part of that profit would be 
claimed by the Government. Therefore it had been decided to 
take advantage of a recent Czecho-Slovakian law and to re-value 
the works. There were other advantages in doing this; for ex- 
ample, if the works were not disposed of—and there was no in- 
tention of disposing of them—there would be certain advantages 
in regard to taxation. As a consequence of this position a 
statement had been drawn up in consultation with the Associa- 
tion’s lawyers in Czecho-Slovakia which it was necessary should 
be sanctioned by the shareholders in General Meeting, setting 
forth the new valuation. 

The SECRETARY having read the terms of the re-valuation, 

The CHAIRMAN assured the proprietors that what had been 
done was an absolutely satisfactory arrangement in the interests 
of the Association, and moved the following resolution : 


(a) That the opening Balance-Sheet of the Czecho- 
Slovakian Establishments, drawn up as on the Ist January, 
1930, by the Board of the Association in agreement with 
their Czecho-Slovakian representatives, be approved. 

(b) That the stabilization surplus ef Ke. 33,783,498.30 be 
employed to form a Stabilization Reserve Fund. 

Sir Guy Fieerwoop Wuson, G.C.ILE., K.C.B., K.C.M,G., 
seconded the resolution, and it was carried unanimously with- 
out discussion. 7 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving that the Rt. Hon. Sir Guy Douglas 
Arthur Fleetwood Wilson, G.C.I.E., K.C.B., K.C.M.G., and Mr. 
Harold Godfrey Palmer be re-elected Directors of the Associa- 
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tion, said the other Directors appreciated very highly the value 
of the work done by the two retiring Directors, and he had no 
hesitation in commending the motion to the meeting. 

Sir Georce Jesset, Bart., M.C., seconded, and the motion 
was carried unanimously. 

The Auditors, Messrs. G. A. Touche & Co., were re-elected 
Auditors at a fee of 250 guineas on the motion of Mr. A. C 
Wuirmer, seconded by Mr. J. E. Lioyp. 

The CHAIRMAN, proposing a hearty vote of thanks to the staff 
in London and on the Continent for their services during the 
year, said he was associated with a very large number of undertak- 
ings carrying on business both in London and on the Continent, 
and he knew of no staff which was more loyal, more industrious, 
and more careful of the interests of the shareholders whom they 
served than the staff of the Association. This was his 32nd year 
as a Director of the Association, and as he had known inti- 
mately members of the staff from year to year, and even from 
decade to decade, he could say that the present staff was as loyal 
and as anxious to serve the shareholders as any staff they had 
had in the past. 

Lord REMNANT, seconding the vote of thanks to the staff, said 
he also wished to include in it the Chairman and Board of 





Cape Town and District Gas Light and Coke Company, Ltd, 


Annual General Meeting 


The Forty-First Ordinary General Meeting of the shareholders 
of the Cape Town and District Gas Light and Coke Company, 
Ltd., was held at the Company’s Offices, 38, Grosvenor Gardens, 
5.W. 1, on Wednesday, May 20, at 12.30 p.m.—Mr. C. W. LILLey 
(Chairman of Directors) presiding. 

Mr. R. W. Biackspurn, Managing Director and Secretary, read 
the notice convening the meeting, together with the Auditors’ 
report on the balance-sheet. 


CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS. : 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report and 
accounts, said: Before I deal with any items in the report and 
accounts, I should inform you that we have heard to-day that 
Mr. W. J. Bradford is unfortunately prevented from attending 
the meeting through illness in his family. ‘here is also one 
other observation 1 want to make; that is, you will see from 
the yeport that Mr. H. R. Savory, after forty years on the Board 
of this Company in one capacity or another, has found it neces- 
sary to resign on account of recent ill-health. I mentioned on 
one occasion previously that during the whole period he had 
hardly missed more than two or three meetings, and I am quite 
sure you will joinewith the Board in feeling regret that ill-health 
has caused him to resign after so many years with the Com- 
pany. In the place of Mr. Savory, Sir George Lewis Barstow, 
K.C.B., has been elected. 

{ have no doubt that, as usual, you will take the report and 
accounts as read. You will remember that the last time we met 
we had to deal with a year of record progress, when the gas 
sales had increased at a rate greater than they had ever in- 
creased before, and when the affairs of the Company were in 
an extremely prosperous condition. No one of you can fail to be 
aware that the past year, 1930, has been a year of great diffi- 
culty for almost every kind of business throughout the world. 
Those of you who are associated with other gas companies carry- 
ing on business in the Dominions and abroad, as well as in this 
country, will realize that in this particular industry also great 
difficulties have been experienced. I think it must be a source 
of satisfaction to shareholders, therefore, that the results in the 
year following that record year are so satisfactory. 

There are one or two special matters connected with South 
Africa which affected the business of the Company to some 
extent. There was during the year a very considerable 
drought which has had an effect on the purchasing power of 
the people all over the Union. This drought has not so directly 
affected Cape Town, but has affected indirectly every town in 
the Union. The depression in South Africa was so serious 
in the opinion of the authorities there that on the first Sunday 
in 1931 the Government appointed the day for humiliation and 
prayer by reason of the extremely depressed state of affairs 
throughout the Union. South Africa, therefore, has not failed 
to be caught in the general depression which has prevailed all 
over the world since we last met. It is by reason of these facts 
that we have some cause to congratulate ourselves on the figures 
disclosed in the accounts. 


Gas Sates MAINTAINED. 


On the income side of the Revenue Account you will see that 
gas sales have produced £90,090, which is £1670 less than the 
amount from that source last year. It would be a misfortune, 
although, I think, a matter which could be well explained, if 
the reduction represented a loss of consumption. But it does 
not represent a loss of consumption. From the beginning 
of January, 1930, the price of gas was lowered, and in the 
normal course would have reduced the amount receivable 
by about £2000. So the loss of £1670 does not represent a de- 
crease in the sales of gas at all. As the amount increased in 
the previous year by £5000, that the sales should have been 
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Directors of the Association. The general body of shareholder; 
appreciated the skill, energy, and devotion which the Chairma, 
(Colonel Le Roy-Lewis) had always given to the interests of th. 
Association, and while thanking Sir Henry Birchencugh {, 
taking the Chair at the meeting he asked him to convey 1, 
Colonel Le Roy-Lewis an expression of the affection in whic) 
he was held by all the shareholders and to express the hope tha 
he would soon be restored to his usual health. The Board anj 
Colonel Le Roy-Lewis had done a great work during the p:st year 
and they had done it well. The results of the past year’s working 
was one of the brightest spots in a depressed City of London: 
indeed, he could almost say in the whole of the Empire and the 
world, inasmuch as an increased profit had been earned. Jp 
expressing sincere thanks to everybody, Lord Remnant wished 
them good luck and continued health and prosperity. 

The votes of thanks to the staff and to the Chairman an 
Directors were carried with acclamation. 

The CHarrRMAN, acknowledging the vote of thanks to the Board, 
said it would be very cheering for Colonel Le Roy-Lewis when he 
wrote to him and told him of the manner in which this vote 
of thanks had been proposed and accepted. 

The meeting then closed. , 
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maintained during the year 1930 in such general conditions is 
an extremely satisfactory feature. It is due in a large measure 
to the acquisition of new business. 

You will appreciate that when conditions are so grave there 
is a tendency tor private and industrial consumers alike to limit 
their use of gas, and one would expect a smaller individual utili- 
zation of gas. This has been negligible and has been counter. 
balanced by new business during the year. Therefore, the actual 
financial loss is much smaller than might have been expected, 
and is entirely due to the lowering of the price of gas. This 
was a right policy in the circumstances, even though in this par- 
ticular year it involves us in some loss of revenue. It was 
a little unfortunate from our point of view that the decrease 
should have come after a record year, but had not the reduc- 
tion in the price of gas been made the restriction in the general 
use of gas might have been greater. 

Sales of residuals were down by about £1400. Residuals 
necessarily reflect industrial conditions, and in this case the 
figure is not down as much as might have been expected in the 
circumstances. Profits from the sales of fittings also are slightly 
down, but this fact is not to be greatly deplored because the 
figure represents a decrease in the profit from fittings and not 
a decrease in the number sold. These three items produced a 
diminution in income of about £3500 during the year. 

On the expenditure side of the Revenue Account the cost of 
manufacture and distribution of gas amounts to £35,240, which 
is down by £628 by reason of the economies effected during the 
year. Repair and maintenance of works, plant, mains, &c., 
have cost less by £2741 in the year. You will hear of items 
which represent expenditure on new plant, but the actual ex- 
penditure upon repairs and maintenance has been diminished 
by that figure of £2741 in the course of the year. These are the 
substantial decreases on the expenditure side. 

now come to the increases on this side, and these, I am 
happy to state, do not amount to very large figures. Rents, 
rates, and taxes are greater by £110. Salaries and wages in 
London and Cape Town are slightly up. A sum of £330 more 
than last year was spent under the heading of “ Stationery, 
Printing, Advertising, &c.,’’ the increase was wholly on adver- 
tising and should be remunerative expenditure. Interest, dis- 
counts, allowances, &c., represent £672 more. The total result 
on the Revenue Account, therefore, is a decrease in income 
amounting to £3500 and in expenditure to about £2050. The 
balance of £21,216 has been carried to Profit and Loss Account, 
and it is less by some £1450 compared with the figure for the 
previous year. 

Turning to the Profit and Loss Account you will see that 
an amount has been brought in from last year of £4859, which 
represents a rather larger figure than for the previous year. 
On the other side, after setting out the dividends, £2000 
has been transferred to Reserve and Contingency Account and 
£2000 to reserve for plant renewals, which now stands at £17,600 
after deducting expenditure charged against this account during 
the-current year. The other item I have to deal with on this 
side of the Profit and Loss Account is that of £4000 written off 
for plant rendered obsolete. That is in accordance with the 
policy adopted on the two previous occasions when we put down 
extensive new plant—in 1912 and 1920. In 1912 we put down 
the first installation of vertical retorts, and in 1920 we put down 
the second installation; and we thea thought it right to write 
off certain sums for the plant rendered obsolete. We have taken 
the same course this year and have written off £4000 under that 
heading. There is a certain amount of useful plant rendered 
obsolete when retorts are renewed, and in these circumstances 
we thought it proper to write that sum off for depreciation. 
The result has been that the balance carried to the balance-shect 
is £9576, and I propose to take the balance-sheet before I deal 
with the question of appropriating that balance. 

On the assets side you will see a figure of £21,513 for expend!- 
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Fiure during the year. This is £11,000 more than last year. 
It is, however, more than accounted for by the new plant we 
gre putting down. .You will remember that it became neces- 
sary in coping with a very large additional demand to increase 
our available output capacity; and we entered into a contract 

» with Messrs. West’s Gas Improvement Company, who carried out 

‘the work for us previously; the work has been proceeding 

‘throughout the period under review, and has been carried out 
under very eonsiderable difficulty. The demand for gas has 
heen heavy, and we have had very little spare plant to deal 
with it. We have therefore had to carry out the work piece- 
meal, and have had to reconstruct a bed of eight retorts first 
on account of the heavy demand increased business has neces- 

| itated. This was disadvantageous to us during the year. We 
hoped to effect economies earlier, and it is disappointing that 

‘progress has not been more rapid. We are not suggesting 
that the slightest fault lies with the contractors, but it is 
due entirely to exceptional conditions. I say this because 
the last time we met I indicated the prospect of advantages 
from the new retorts earlier than has been the case. We have 
every reason to believe, however, that when the new plant is in 
full operation we shall be able to effect considerable economies 
in working. The item of hire fittings at £14,548 is greater by 
¢2082 than last year, and the item of sundry debtors is down by 


Mon the other side of the balance-sheet you will find one figure 
which I desire to say something about. This is sundry creditors, 
(44,845, which represents a substantial increase in that item 
of some £18,000, due almost entirely to the contract work carried 
out which does not yet have to be paid for, but has to be dealt 
with as a debit item in the accounts. 


CONSERVATIVE Po.icy. 


I will turn now to the balance of £9576 and its allocation. We 
recommend in the report a dividend of 7 p.ct. You will remem- 
ber that last year we distributed a dividend of 8 p.ct., as a 
result of a very substantial increase of profits during the year. 
This year we propose to distribute 7 p.ct, and not 8 p.ct., and 
none of you who understands accounts will have any difficulty 
in realizing from those before you that we can pay more than 
7 p.ct. on our ordinary capital. But dividends have been 
paid for many years past on an extremely conservative basis. 
We have had anxious discussions as to what ought to be done; 
it was pointed out that it would be desirable to maintain the 
rate of dividend we declared last year which had more than 
been earned; but on the other hand the profit in year under 
review was less. Therefore, we thought it desirable to declare a 
dividend of 7 p.ct. and not 8 p.ct. Nobody at the time of our 
last meeting in 1930 would have anticipated the gravity of 
the general situation which has prevailed since that time. | 

There is really, so far as we are able to take a broad view, 
no ground for optimism as regards the general conditions, and 
that fact seems to us to require conservative methods in dealing 
with the situation. We could have distributed a dividend of 
8 p.ct., but we considered it desirable to conserve the cash and 
recommend only the dividend with which the shareholders had 
been kind enough to be content for several years. You have 
generally approved this policy before in that respect, and I hope 
you will also approve it this year and so maintain the tradition 
of conservative finance which the Company has followed in past 
years, ; , 

I now have pleasure in formally moving the adoption of the 
report and accounts. 


Some INTERESTING FIGURES. 


Mr. R. W. BiacksurNn, before seconding the resolution for the 
adoption of the report and accounts, gave some details of the 
actual working of the Company during the year under review. 

As their Chairman had pointed out, he said, it was something 
to have maintained their sales of gas, having regard to the 
record figures of 1929. There was, however, an additional 
reason, which wes that the average temperature in Cape Town 
had been in the year 1930 somewhat higher than normal, which 
was not conducive to gas sales. This affected them to some 
extent. They had carbonized less coal than in the previous 
year, showing the saving on manufacture mentioned by the 
Chairman; the make of gas per ton was over 14,000 c.ft., being 
well up to the average. The figures of the sales of gas had 
varied somewhat. There was a decrease of 2°7 p.ct. in domestic 
consumption, due to the economies to which the Chairman had 
referred and to the adverse conditions. The reduction in the 
price of gas necessitated adjustment of sliding scale rates io 
industrial and special consumers, and that, he thought, had 
helped in counterbalancing reduced consumption of gas by 
ordinary consumers, because the consumption for industrial 
purposes increased by 2°7 p.ct. ! 

Continuing, Mr. Blackburn stated that three miles of new 
mains had been laid during the year. The number of con- 
sumers increased by 93 during the year—55 ordinary and 38 
prepayment. The number of new cookers put out increased by 
93; geysers and water heaters by 251; grillers and fires by 43; 
making a total of 387 new appliances in the course of the year. 
In the latter part of the year the decline in business was more 
marked, and had affected the Company’s business particularly 
in the last three months. The average consumption per con- 
sumer was slightly less. 

He went peng whee that South Africa in the past had been 
generally affected by acute economic depression at a later stage 
than other parts of the world, and also the. general experience 
was that it recovered more rapidly; the existing situation did 
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not indicate any great hope of improvement in the near future, 
as reflected in their returns to date. 

Mr. Blackburn then gave some facts and figures as an indica- 
tion of the general position. The Company had 140 miles of 
mains and 7500 consumers. Hire fittings had increased by 
£2000, which could be regarded as a very healthy sign. The 
total number of appliances on hire at the last census was as 
follows: Over 5500 cookers and some 3000 geysers, water heaters 
&c., making in all 8500 gas consuming appliances. If the total 
number of appliances sold outright were added he thought he 
was under-stating rather than over-stating the figure as 11,000 
appliances in use on their districts. That was not a bad outlook 
from the gas point of view, having regard to the number of 
consumers; gas consuming appliances were put in not for orna- 
ment, but for use, and were becoming more and more necessary 
in everyday life. Mr. Blackburn said that he referred to these 
details because, in his opinion, the prevailing idea of depression 
could be carried too far. From the facts he had given they 
had some basis for reasonable optimism. . 


It was wise to frame policy on results; the ratio of working 
expenditure to income played a vital part in producinz net re- 
sults. With diminishing income overhead expenditure more 
than ever fell to be closely scrutinized, and this was receiving 
very close attention, and would continue to do so. Apart from 
the possible savings in the directions he had indicated, they had 
reasonable expectation of benefit from their new plant when it 
came into operation. In conclusion, Mr. Blackburn said that 
he thought they would agree the results warranted full recogni- 
tion of the work of their officials and staffs, and he would be 
very pleased to convey to all concerned an expression of the 
appreciation of the meeting for the good work done in a difficult 
year. 

He then formally seconded the resolution for the adoption 
of the report and accounts, which was put to the meeting and 
carried unanimously. 

In response to the Chairman’s invitation to shareholders to 
ask any questions they wished in connection with the report, 

Mr. C. Hotmes Hunt inquired what was the total output of 
gas by the Company. 

Mr. BLACKBURN replied that in the year 1929 it had been al- 
most 208 million c.ft., and in 1930 it was actually 208 millions. 

Mr. Hotmes Hunt went on to say that he thought they had 
adopted the right policy in restricting the dividend to 7 p.ct., 
having regard to the capital expenditure of the undertaking in 
proportion to their sales of gas. It was obvious that they must 
continue to put to reserve each year, and the fact that they 
had been able to put £9000 to reserve and pay a7 p.ct. dividend 
was very satisfactory, and he would like to congratulate the 
Board on the step they had taken. 

Mr. T. E. Pappon supported the previous speaker’s remarks 
in regard to their policy. There was no doubt, he said, that 
they had been working under great difficulties. He had lived 
in South Africa for 25 years, and he thought that they could 
take heart and feel that it was not so bad as it looked. South 
Africa was in advance of many of the other Dominions. 

Mr. E. Nicuoits acknowledged the work of the Chairman 
and Board on behalf of the Company. The Company, he said, 
had never been better managed than during recent years. The 
Board had always studied the shareholders’ interest, and they 
felt that the precautionary measure of going down to a 7 p.ct. 
dividend was wise. He mentioned the benefit of pushing the 
gas cooking load, and inquired if anything was being done in 
that direction by the Cape Town Company. 

The CHarRMaN, in reply, said that the last speaker’s remarks 
led him to refer to a matter which though not actually cooking 
had connection with it. They realized the great potentialities 
of gas in manufacturing processes; they had also been trying 
to extend the use of gas for cooking by showroom lectures and 
in other ways, and were at the moment exploring the matter 
of water heating. Speakers had made use of some very kind 
expressions in regard to the conclusions the Directors had come 
to this year, and they were grateful for what had been said: 
A reduction in dividend was not always so well received— 
although it was a very small one. It would be appreciated 
that the reduction was due not to inability to pay a dividend, 
nor to the dividend not having been earned, but was a measure 
of precaution in the present state of industrial affairs, 


Re-Evection oF Drrecror. r 


The CuarrMaNn then proposed the re-election of Sir George 
Barstow as a.Director of the Company. Sir George, said the 
Chairman, for many years held a high position in the Treasury; 
he was a Director of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company and of the 
Prudential Insurance Company. His general experience in 
financial matters, therefore, led them to think that his pres- 
ence on the Board of their Company would be of great value 
to them, and they were fortunate in getting him to join the 
Company. 

Mr. R. A. FarrcLoucuH seconded the resolution, which was 
rome unanimously, and Sir GeorGe Barstow briefly returned 
thanks. 


Re-APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS. 


The Company’s Auditors, Messrs. Kemp, Chatteris, Nichols, 
Sendell, & Co., were unanimously re-appointed on the proposi- 
tion of Mr. A. E. Hayes, seconded by Mr. T. E. Pappon. 

The meeting terminated by a vote of thanks to the Chairman, 
Directors, officials, and staff of the Company, proposed by Mr. 
E. NIcHOLLS and seconded by Mr. Hotmes Hunt. 











The Second Annual Ordinary General Meeting of Primitiva 
Holdings, Ltd., was held on May 12 at Winchester House, Old 
Broad Street, E.C.—Mr. P. Asuitey Cooper (Chairman of the 
Company) presiding. 

The CHarrMan, in the course of his address, said: Like other 
countries, Argentina is going through very difficult times, times 
which call for the exercise of wise decisions and courageous 
action. But Argentina has faced crises before, and we may be 
sure that she will face and overcome the present exceedingly 
difficult situation and make headway against all obstacles. 

Dealing with the Primitiva Gas Company, from which they 
deriyed their principal income, the Chairman said: Our assets 
now stand at over £5,700,000, and our reserves, including the 
capita! surplus account, total £1,150,000. Revenue increased 
during the year by £53,000, but against that we had a charge 
of £32,000 for loss on exchange. After allocating £90,000 to 
various reserves we paid a dividend of 6} p.ct., and added 
slightly to the carry-forward. 

The business itself is going forward steadily. In spite of the 
hard times which are being experienced in the Argentine, our 
sales continue toexpand. The new consumers added in 1930 num- 
bered 10,487, an increase on 1929 of 17 p.ct., while the consump- 
tion of gas showed an increase of 18 p.ct., compared with 
15°9 p.ct. in the previous year. 

Before leaving the affairs of the Primitiva Gas Company I 
would like to read to you the following interesting extract from 
a eablegram just received from Buenos Aires: 

“In spite of acute trade depression our business is progress- 
ing steadily, and gas is rapidly becoming the most popular home 
fuel. Gas sold during first four months shows an increase of 
11 p.ct. over corresponding period of last year. Increase would 
have been greater but for policy of somewhat reducing rate of 
progress. Percentage complaints steadily decreasing as a re- 
sult of improved organization. Constructional programmes well 





Montevideo Gas and 


The Fifty-Ninth Ordinary General Meeting of the Montevideo 
Gas and Dry Dock Company, Ltd., was held on May 19, at the 
Offices, Dashwood House, Old Broad Street, E.C.—Mr. Frank H. 
Jones, M.Inst.C.E. (the Chairman), presiding. 

The Acrinc Secretary (Mr. J. F. Albert), having read the 
notice convening the meeting and the report of the auditors, 

The CHAIRMAN said: It is your usual custom to take the report 
and accounts as read, and I presume that you will do so upon 
this occasion. [Agreed.] You will, I know, be sorry—as are 
your Directors and the London Staff—that Mr. Kearns, the 
London Manager and Secretary, is not with us to-day, owing 
to ill-health. I think T am right in saying that this is the first 
time in the course of his 46 years’ service that he has been 
absent from a general meeting, but you will be glad to hear 
that he is well on the road to recovery. 

The Resolution at the Extraordinary Meeting last year deal- 
ing with the distribution of a 12} p.ct. capital bonus issue was, 
as you all know, passed, and the allocation duly carried out. 

The increase in our gas sales for the year, as you will see in 
the report, is over 10 p.ct., and the increase in the number 
of our consumers is over 8 p.ct. This 10 p.ct. increase in sales 
follows an increase of 4} p.ct. in 1929 and nearly 9 p.ct. in 1928, 
while in the course of the last eleven years the sales of gas have 
doubled. During the past year 10 miles of main have been laid 
of which rather more than 2} miles have been enlargements of 
old mains, leaving a net increase in mains of over 7} miles. 

You will have gathered from the consideration of the figures 
before you that our business has continued to be a most pro- 
gressive one, and it is to be regretted that the good results 
obtained should be vitiated by the heavy loss on exchange, 
over which we have no control. You will see from the net 
revenue account that our actual loss during the year on ex- 
change is no less than £24,384, and in order to bring our 
floating assets in Montevideo to their actual sterling value on 
Dec. 31, 1930. it has been necessary to provide a further £15,500, 
which, "added to the reserve already existing, will cover our 
actual exchange loss for the year. 


BURDEN OF THE EXCHANGE. 


As we are now only receiving 30d., instead of 51d., for every 
dollar, the question of the absolute necessity of raismg the 
price of gas has had your Board’s most serious consideration. 
We have refrained from doing so in the hope that exchange 
might improve, but at the present rate it leaves us no alterna- 
tive but to increase the price of gas forthwith. and it has been 
done. I can only express the pleasure it will give us when 
conditions i improve to such an extent as to enable us to reduce 
the price again. 

You will see from the recommendation in the renort that the 
Board suggest reducing the dividend for the year 1930 by 1 p.ct. 
This is a_vrecautionary measure which your Directors and 
management feel to be necessary in these days of a heavily 
depreciated exchange, but I should like to assure the stock- 
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advanced. Coke sales very satisfactory, but disposal uf bree 
difficult owing to depression brick industry. Chemical trade 
showing improvements over last year, but immediate develop. 
ment retarded on account of present financial depression, 
British Empire Trade Exhibition great success has provided 
very valuable propaganda Gas Industry. Labour situation very 
satisfactory. Relations authorities quite cordial. Staif work. 
ing whole-heartedly and enthusiastically.” 

The Provincial Gas Company, continued the Chairman, ha; 
continued to improve, the expansion in gas sales for 1920 being 
38 p.ct., as compared with 42 p.ct. in 1929; and the Industria} 
Supply Company is doing well and has paid a good dividend, 

You have seen year by year not only the rapidly rising profits 
of the Gas Company, but also the considerable sum which ye 
have spent and are spending on capital account. It will not sur. 
prise you, therefore, to learn that we are proposing to make g 
new issue of capital. It will take the form of 6 p.ct. cumulatiye 
redeemable preference stock of this Company. The amount of the 
issue will be small—£250,000—which, as you will see, works out 
in the proportion of 1 in 9 on the existing shares. 

The Chairman referred to the British Empire Trade LExhibi. 
tion, opened in Buenos Aires in March by H.R.H. the Prince of 
Wales, remarking that the Gas Company organized an important 
exhibit of gas appliances and chemical products at the exhibi- 
tion, and received valuable assistance in this respect from several 
of the leading makers of gas appliances in this country. The 
display comprised an attractive collection of domestic gas cookers 
and fires of all descriptions, hotel and other large apparatus, 
water heaters, and various kinds of industrial plant. 

In addition to their show stands, they, with the Richmond 
Gas Stove Company, installed an “ all-gas”’ kitchen for the 
caterers to the exhibition. 

The report and accounts were unanimously adopted. 





























Dry Dock Company 


holders, and the consumers of gas in Montevideo, that any 
increase in the price of gas which it may be necessary to make 
in the future will be sufficient only to cover the loss on money 
remitted to this country. Of course, we must remember that 
all purchases in Uruguay, or such outgoings as salaries, wages, 
&c., are not directly affected by the loss on exchange. What 
effect exchange may have on prices generally in Montevideo 
I cannot say. In paying the dividend which we recommend, 
it has been necessary to deplete part of our carry forward. 
This sum, however, has been built up in past years, and I sup- 
pose there never was an occasion when the carry forward reserve 
could be used with greater advantage than to-day. 

During the year the new gasholder—which I mentioned to 
you last year—has been completed. The increase in the sales 
of gas to date for the first four months of this year is a good 
one. We are expecting that Mr. Whyte will be in this country 
within the next fortnight, as it is very necessary that he should 
come over to see modern gas practice here, and also to consult 
the Board on the management of the Company. 

The Company is now working under the new Articles of As- 
sociation which you adopted at the Extraordinary General Meet- 
ing last year, and we are advised that these bring us into 
conformity with up-to-date company legislation. One of your 
Directors, Mr. Mallet, paid a visit to Montevideo during the 
past twelve months, and this visit has been of great advantage 
to the Company. 


A S1enat Honour. 


I would like to mention as an item of interest that our General 
Manager, Mr. Whyte, in his capacity of Chairman of the British 
Chamber of Commerce in Uruguay, had the signal honour of 
entertaining Their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Wales and 
Prince George at a lunch given by the Chamber. I think we 
all owe a debt of great gratitude to His Highness The Prince 
of Wales for the splendid work he has done for British trade in 
South America, and we hope that his visit will still further 
improve the friendly relations between Uruguay and Great 
Britain. 

A further point of interest is the election of Dr. Gabriel Terra 
to the highest position attainable in Uruguay—viz., the Pre- 
sidency of the Republic. The new President’s father was a very 
respected member of this Company’s local Committee in Monte- 
video, but was obliged to retire from that position upon his 
anpointment to the Ministry of Government in the year 1882. 
We desire to offer our heartiest congratulations to the new 
President, and we hope that during his tenure of office Uruguay 
will recover her old time prosperity. 

You will have gathered that the past year has been one 
presenting many difficulties, and it would be perfectly idle for 
me to stand here and pretend to be a prophet as to the coming 
vear’s trading, but T can only assure you that the Director: 
and management will do all they can to maintain the high 
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to which our Company has attained in Montevideo. 


efficiency : “el P - * 
time, we are limiting all expendituré as far as is 


At the same 


ossible. = 
mT now beg to move: ‘‘ That the report and accounts now pre- 


received and adopted, and that a dividend be, and 
is hereby declared, on the ordinary stock of the Com- 
the half-year ended Dec. 31, 1930, of 3 p.ct., free of 
payable on May 20, and making, with the interim 
free of income-tax, for the 


sented be 
the same 
pany for 
jncome-tax, pa J 
dividend previously paid, 6 p.ct., 
year 1930 
*3ir EpcaR Horne. Bart., seconded the resolution, which was 
ynanimously adopted. 

Qn the motion of Sir Encar Horne, Bart., seconded by Mr. 
g. B. Reap, the retiring Director, Mr. Frank H. Jones, was re- 
elected. ‘ . =F 

The Auditors, Sir Laurence Halsey and Mr. William C. 
Sneath, of the firm of Messrs. Price, Waterhouse & Co., were 
ynanimously re-appointed. 

Vote or THANKS TO THE STAFF. 

The CuAIRMAN proposed a vote of thanks to the staff of the 
(ompany. The Company had in Mr. Whyte in Montevideo, and 
Mr. Kearns in London, two gentlemen who were looking after 
their interests better than anybody he could find. When one 
had team-work and the right spirit such as they had, all trying 
to do the best they could for the Company, everything went well. 
He wished to propose a very hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Kearns and the London staff, and to Mr. Whyte and his staff 
in Montevideo, and he hoped they would carry this with ac- 
damation, because it was a pleasure for them out there to know 
that in London what they were doing for the Company was not 
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forgotten; he was especially sorry that Mr. Kearns was not 
present—he had been taken ill a week ago at a particularly 
busy time—but he would ask Mr. Albert to respond for the 
staff in his place, and, in the meantime, he would ask Mr. 
Mallet, who had been to Montevideo, as representing the Direc- 
tors, to second the vote. 

Mr. C. C. Matter said he had great pleasure in seconding that 
resolution. As the Chairman had told them, he had been in 
Uruguay since the last meeting. He arrived there in November, 
and spent some time in Montevideo with the General Manager. 
He had been down every day to the office, and made a general 
inspection of everything there. It was a little disappointing 
to him, seeing the perfect way in which the business was run, 
and the improvements which he noticed had been carried out 
since he had been on the Board, and since his first visit to 
Uruguay, to find that the increased takings in Uruguay were 
being lost in transmission to this country. The reduction 
in the dividend was entirely due to that, as the Chair 
man had told them. No one could believe—at least he 
could not, knowing the South American Republics of the River 
Plate as he did— that the present depression was anything but 
transitory, and that they would see them prosperous again. 
With regard to the staff, the Chairman had told them the Com- 
pany had an excellent Manager and staff out there. He had 
been mixing with them a good deal, and could say it was im- 
possible to better them. 

The vote of thanks was accorded by acclamation. 

Mr. J. F. ALsert responded to the vote of thanks on behalf 
of the staff in London and Montevideo, and the proceedings ter- 
minated with a cordial vote of thanks to the Chairman and 
Directors. 


PARLIAMENTARY INTELLIGENCE 


[From Our Special Correspondents.] 


House of Lords. 
Private Bills. 
The Surrey County Council Bill has been read a second time 


and committed. Petitions against it have been presented. by 
Messrs. Lees & Co. on behalf of the Wandsworth, Wimbledon, 


' and Epsom District Gas Company, and by Messrs. Dyson, Bell, 


& Co. on behalf of the Gas Light and Coke Company. { 
The Royston and Brodsworth Gas Bill has been read a third 
time, passed, and sent to the Commons. 


Special Orders. 


Special Orders on the application of the Brighton and Hove 
General Gas Company and the Portsmouth Gas Company have 
been laid before the House and referred to the Special Orders 
Committee. 





House of Commons. 
Private Bills. 


The Gas Light and Coke Company’s Bill, which has already 
passed the House of Lords, has been considered by the Com- 
mittee on Unopposed Bills in the House of Commons. The Rev. 
H. Dunnico (Consett, Labour), Deputy-Chairman of Committees, 
resided. 
4 Mr. C. Browne (Messrs. Dyson, Bell, & Co.), Parliamenary 
Agent, said the promoters proposed to take over on agreed terms 
the undertakings of the Southend-on-Sea and District Gas Com- 
pany and the Brentwood Gas Company. The Bill provided that 


the Directors and Auditors should receive the customary com- | 


pensation, and that staff officers of the two Companies who 
were not taken over should be paid as compensation amounts to 
be agreed upon or to be settled by arbitration. The Board of 
Trade called attention to a pronouncement by the Local Legis- 
lation Committee in 1928, in a case in which compensation was 
being given on what was presumably regarded as too liberal a 
scale, that that case must be regarded as exceptional, and that 
the Rating and Valuation Act scale should be adopted in future. 
The Gas Light and Coke Company had agreed in the case of 
two officers of each Company to pay them 10 years’ purchase 
of their salary and emoluments. ; 

The CHAIRMAN said that within the last twelve months this 
Committee had expressed themselves very strongly on what they 
thought were over-generous terms of compensation. 

Mr. Browne said the Engineer of the Southend Company was 
aged 45 and would receive £14,820, and the Secretary of that 
Company, aged 68, would receive £11,700. The Engineer of the 


Brentwood Company, aged 42, would receive £9665, and the 
Secretary, aged 39, would receive £6465. 

The CHAIRMAN said that if a local authority paid too much 
in compensation this Company would be the first to protest 
against the charge on the rates. 

Mr. Browne remarked that the position was not quite the 
same, because, although he agreed that the consumers should 
be considered, this money really came out of the shareholders’ 
pockets. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, taking into consideration the fact that 
the negotiations began before the last two pronouncements and 
in ignorance of the other, the Committee would allow the terms 
in this case, but they wanted to state very definitely and em- 
phatically that in all future cases they would be very rigid in 
standing by the terms laid down in the Act. He hoped no one 
would plead ignorance in future or quote this case as a prece- 
dent; and with that object he would have the Committee’s de- 
cision circulated to all Parliamentary Agents. 

The preamble of the Bill was found proved, and it was ordered 
to be reported for third reading. 

The Ministry of Health Provisional Orders Bill, dealing with 
the Stretford and District Gas Board, has been reported without 
amendment and read a third time. 

The Royston and Brodsworth Gas Bill has been read a first 
time and referred to the Examiners. 


Special Orders. 


Special Orders made on the application of the Northampton 
Gas Light Company and the Stroud Gas Light and Coke Company 
have been approved. 

Special Orders made on the application of the Brighton and 
Hove General Gas Company and the Portsmouth Gas Company 
have been presented, and ordered to lie upon the table. : 


Area Gas Supply. 


Mr. D..Granam asked the President of the Board of Trade 
whether the Area Gas Supply Committee appointed by the 
Government in January, 1929, to inquire into the possibility of 
developing a system of gas mains on lines similar to those in 
certain Continental countries have carried out the recommenda- 
tion of the National Fuel and Power Committee respecting the 
area mentioned in the annual report of the Mines Department 
for 1929, and, if so, with what result, and whether the Depart- 
ment propose to extend the inquiry into other mining areas. 

Mr. Wii1AM GranHamM replied that the Area Gas Supply Com- 
mittee reported on March 31, 1930, that conditions were not favour- 
able then for a gas network in the whole of the area in question, 
but that there was economic justification for a network in South 
Yorkshire if designed on certain assumptions. Two Private 
Bills (the South Yorkshire Gas Network Bill and the Sheffield 
Gas Bill) seeking power to establish such a network were now 
before Parliament. No further investigation was at present con- 
templated. 





GAS MARK: 








GAS JOURNAL 


< 
May 27, 193) wi 


May 


MANUFACTURES : 


Stock Market Report. 


[For Stock and Share List, see later page.] 


The strength of the gilt-edged market was again the out- 
standing feature of the Stock Exchange last week. It is true 
that at one time during the week there were signs of a revival 
of interest in other sections, but whether this will continue re- 
mains to be seen, though at the close on Friday there were high 
hopes of a return to more settled markets in the near future. 

Gas stocks and shares were well supported, and prices re- 
mained very steady. In many cases business was done at prices 
higher than last week’s best, and preference and debenture 
issues, where available, were particularly noticeable in this 
respect. Among these were Aldershot 4 p.ct. preference at 78}, 
British 4 p.ct. debenture at 77, and South Metropolitan 5 p.ct. 
debenture at 103}, though the quotations in each case remained 
unchanged. There were no gains above 1 point; and the follow- 
ing stocks made this improvement—viz., Alliance and Dublin to 
71-76, Gas Light 3} p.ct. maximum to 64-67, South Suburban 
5 p.ct. debenture to 101-104, Wandsworth 5 p.ct. preference to 
97-100, and (at the local Exchange) Sheffield consolidated a 
further 1 point to 105-107. Fractional advances also were made 
by Bournemouth “ B ” stock and Cape Town 44 p.ct. preference. 
A large amount of business was done in the new Gas Light 
44 p.ct. debenture, and the price rose } to 953-97}. Apart from 
ex div. reductions, the only fall in value occurred in Newcastle 
£1 units by 73d. to 16s. 3d.-16s. 9d. at Newcastle. 

Several issues not yet officially quoted were also in demand, 
and some good bargains were available, notably among these 
being South Suburban 5 p.ct. preference at 993, Sunderland 
6 p.ct. maximum at 94, Uxbridge 5 p.ct. debenture at par, and 
Wandsworth 5 p.ct. preference at 99}. 

The accounts of the South African Lighting Association, Ltd., 
show a profit for the year to Dec. 31 of £5736, against £5701. 
The dividend for the year remains unchanged at 5 p.ct., the 
carry-forward being £6667, against £5431. 





Current Sales of Gas Products. 


The London Market for Tar, Tar Products, and Sulphate. 


LONDON, May 26. 


The following are the values of tar products to-day : 

Pitch, 45s. per ton f.o.b. 

Creosote, for export, 53d. per gallon f.o.b. 

Pure toluole, 1s. 10d. to 1s. 1ld. per gallon; pure benzole, 
ls. 5d. to Is. 6d. per gallon; 95/160 solvent naphtha, Is. 4d. to 
ls. 5d. per gallon; and pyridine bases, 3s. 3d. to 3s. 6d. per 
gallon. 

All prices of spirits are ex sellers’ works. 


Tar Products in the Provinces. 


May 25. 

The average prices of gas-works products during the week 
were: Gas-works tar, 17s. 6d. to 21s. 6d. Pitch—East Coast, 
42s. 6d. to 438s. f.o.b. West Coast—Manchester, Liverpool, 
Clyde, 42s. 6d. to 43s. f.o.b.* Toluole, naked, North, 1s. 73d. 
to 1s. 73d. Coal-tar crude naphtha, in bulk, North, 53d. to 6jd. 
Solvent naphtha, naked, North, 1s. 3d. to 1s. 33d. Heavy 
naphtha, North, 11d. to 1s. Creosote, in bulk, North, liquid 
and salty, 3}d. to 3}d.; low gravity, 1jd.; Scotland, 3jd. to 
3}d. Heavy oils, in bulk, North, 53d. to 5gd. Carboliec acid, 
60’s, Is. Id. to 1s. 2d. Naphthalene, £10 to £12. Salts, £3 to 
£5, bags included. Anthracene, “ A” quality, 2}d. per mini- 
mum 40 p.ct., purely nominal; “ B ” quality, unsaleable. 





* All prices for pitch are now quoted on the basis of f.o.b. In order to 
arrive at the f.a.s. value at any port, it will be necessary to deduct the load- 
ing costs and the tolls whatever they may be. 


Tar Products in Scotland. 
Giascow, May 23. 

Quotations were steadier, although trading remains erratic. 
Refined tar and creosote oil are in good demand in the home 
market for both prompt and forward delivery. } 

Pitch.—Little business is being arranged, and values remain 
at about 37s. 6d. per ton f.o.b. Glasgow for export and about 
37s. 6d. per ton ex works for home trade, both in bulk. | 

Refined tar to Ministry of Transport Specification is in_ good 
demand, but stocks being high, value is easy at 2d. to 23d. per 
gallon f.o.r. makers’ works naked. - 

Creosote.—Neutral oil shows a further advance owing to scar- 
city, and other grades are steady. B.E.S.A. Specification is 
23d. to 3d. per gallon; low gravity, 84d. to 3jd. per gallon; 
and neutral oil, 34d. to 3}d. per gallon—all f.o.r, works in bulk, 





* Pipes and Specials. it 


Cresylic.— Conditions remain dull, but values are unchanged) 
Pale, 97/99 p.ct., is 1s. 23d. to 1s. 83d. per gallon; dark, 97/99 
p.ct., Is. 13d. to 1s. 23d. per gallon; and pale, 99/100 p.ct, 
Is. 43d. to 1s. 54d. per gallon—all ex works. } 

Crude naphtha.—Supplies are limited and price is ste: 
41d. to 43d. per gallon f.o.r. in bulk. f 

Solvent naphtha.—Orders are scarce. 90/160 is Is. 2d. topy 1 
Is. 3d. per gallon, and 90/190, about 1s. per gallon. : 

Motor benzole is quiet, with quotations at from 1s. 3d. to 1s. 44.0 
per gallon f.o.r. in bulk. a 52 

Pyridines.—90/160 is 3s. to 3s. 3d. per gallon, and 90/1400) ™ 
3s. 6d. per gallon. 5 


Issu 


Benzole Prices. a) * 1 


These are considered to be the market prices for benzole: i 8 


s. d. i  & : 12 
Crude benzole . o 64 to o 7% per gallon at works : 21 
Motor - tes: He cere ee aa = os 
Pure i. a fo or * ” 1 


New Capital Issues. 1 


Bromsgrove Gaslight and Coke Company.—As will be seen 1 
from our advertisement columns, Messrs. A. & W. Richards are 
offering for sale by tender, on behalf of the Directors of the! 
Bromsgrove Gaslight and Coke Company, an issue of 1400 £10) 6 
ordinary “‘ B ” shares, ranking for a standard dividend of 7 p.ct., aa 
subject to the sliding scale, equally with existing similar shares) ‘4 
now receiving this rate. The minimum price of issue is £10 5s.4} 7 
per share, yielding at that price £6 16s. 7d. p.ct. Tenders must 9 ‘ 
be received not later than 11 a.m. on Thursday, June 4. : 


2 

eccaceminaan 1,0 

8,9 

2,6 

° 4,2 

Contracts Advertised To-Day. 5 

2, 

Coal. 1 
The Mansfield Corporation Gas Committee invite tenders ‘ 
for coal. [Advert. on p. 580.] mC 


The Directors of the Gloucester Gas Light Company invite J} 2) 
tenders for the supply of coal. [Advert. on p. 580.] 


General Stores, Timber, &c. 


The Birkenhead Gas Department invite tenders for various 
stores. [Advert. on p. 580.] . 


Lime. 


i) 


The Mansfield Corporation Gas. Committee invite tenders | 
for lime. [Advert. on p. 580.] 4 
The Birkenhead Gas Department invite tenders for the i 
supply of lime. [Advert. on p. 580.] i 


Meters. 

Tenders are invited by the Birkenhead Gas Department 
for the supply of gas meters and fittings. [Advert. on p. 580. | 
Oils and Paints. 


The Birkenhead Gas Department invite tenders for the sup- | 
ply of oils, paints, &c. [Advert. on p. 580.] 


Tenders are invited by the Birkenhead Gas Department for 
cast and wrought iron pipes, and specials. [Advert. on p. 580.| I 
The Sidmouth Urban District Council Gas Department in- 1 
vite tenders for the supply of pipes and specials. [Advert. on | 
p. 580.] 





Slot Meter Installations. 


The Sidmouth Urban District Council Gas Department in- 
vite tenders for the fitting up of 90 houses with meter, cooker, 
lights, &e. [Advert. on p. 580.] 


Sulphuric Acid. 


Tenders are invited by the Mansfield Corporation Gas Com- 
mittee for the supply of sulphuric acid. [Advert. on p. 580.] 


Tar. 


The Mansfield Corporation Gas Committee invite tenders | 
for the purchase of surplus tar produced at their works. 
[ Advert. on p. 580.] 
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STOCK ISSUE. 
By Order of the Directors. 
STOCK AND SHARE LIST BHOMSCROVE GASLIONT AND oOKE 
, COMPANY. 
Messrs. A. & W. RICHARDS 
/ [For Stock Market Report, see earlier pages.] are Instructed to OFFER FOR SALE BY TENDER 
1400 
a ad al Digenin. £10 ORDINARY ‘B"' SHARES, 
a oH ; tions. ranking for a Standard Dividend of 7 per cent., 
ul - -] . . . . . . 
ged, D issue Share. — NAME yg —_ — subject to the Sliding Scale, equally with existing 
; ‘ _— Dividend. » iad May 22. Fall me similar Shares now receiving this rate. 
-ct., rev. | 108 on Week. During the Minimum Price of Issue, £10 5s. per Share. 
Hf. Yr.|Hf. Yr. Week 
y at | : Yielding at that Price, £6 16s. 7d. per cent. 
: £ % p.a.\% Da. ‘ 
te | 171,978 | Stk. | Feb. 5 6 é Aldershot 5 pc. oe 71-82 ; "7 Prospectus and Form of Tender (which latter 
509/992 a 4 | Do 4 p.c. Pref. 75—80 : 783 must be sent in by 11 o’clock on Thursday, the 
| 1,551,868 Apl. 9 7% | mn ye & — Ord. 100—105 ba 103—104 4th of June) may be obtained of A. & W. 
4d, 874,000 Jan. 8 4); 4 Do. . Deb. 71—76 +1 75 RICHARDS, 37, WALBROOK, E.C. 4. 
5 522,655 o Mar. 5 7 | @ . Barnet ora. 7 “7 c. 124—129 - Ps 
140 4 800,000 1 es 23 ie Lee pomtar. Ltd. 16/6—18/6 ; aul 
. 174,500 10 Mar. 5 ; § ournemouth 5 p.c. 15—16 . i 
500,050 | 10 fi 1G ie. BTp.c. ... | 198—184 ta 12318 NEW he THOMPS ” 
| 439,160 10 i 6 6 Do. Pref. 6 p.c.... | 114—11 113—11 | 
50,000 | Stk. Dec. 18 8 | 8 Do. 3 p.c. Deb. ... 60—63 , 
: } 162,025 |» ” eos al Do. 4p.c. Deb.... _81—84 824 
357,900 ° Mar. 19 74 | 7% Brighton & Hove6p.c.Con, | 112—117 
371,880 ‘ 62 | 62 | Do. 5p.c.Con. 104—107 
| 1,287,500 Feb. 19 TR ae Bristol 5 p.c. max. ... < 95—964 x 
120,420 a Dec. 18 4 4 Do. Ist 4 p.c. Deb. 78—804 EX STOCK 
: 217,870 % ” 4 4 Do. 2nd 4 p.c. Deb. 78—804 
$28,790 * . 5 5 Do. 5p.c. Deb. ... 994—10044 oa - 
855,000 Apl. 9 7 8 British Ord. ... 110—115 1134—114} 
100,000 Dec. 18 z : Do. 7p.c. Pref. 2 115 : 
120,000 ; ” Do. 4p.c. Red. Deb. 4—T7 77 1 
450,000 es 5 5 Do. 5p.c. Red. Deb. 92—97 cor spenan eREAMP TON OP 
160,000 ie Jan. 8 5 5 Cambridge 5 p.c. Deb. 95—98 vor ERHAMS TOW 
100,000 10 May 21 6 | 8 Cape Town, Ltd. ; 9—10 : — 
100,000 10 May 7 44 44 Do. 44 p.c. Pref. ... | 64—TA i 
150,000 | Stk. | Dec. 18 48 | 44 | Do. 44 p.c. Deb. 12—77 
626,860 o Feb. 19 Sy) Cardiff Con. Ord. . ais 96—99 
237,860 : Jan, 8 Th | 7 Do. 4 p.c. Red. Deb. . 97—100 
157,150 . Feb. 19 5 62 ‘Chester 5 p.c. Ord. 85—906 
98,936 1| May 7 +2/- | 42/- \Colombo, Ltd. Ord.. 28/-—33/-* 
24,500 1 is 1/48 ly 1/48| Do 7 p.c. Pref. | 17/6—19/6" 
609,204 1| Apl. 9 ua 15°27 Colonial Gas Assn. Ltd. Ord. | 16/-—18/- MOST MODERN “DISH-END” TYPE 
296,053 1 os 1/7%| 17674} Do. 8 p.c. Pref. | 17/6—19/6 WITH CORRUGATED SECTIONS. 
2,073,280 Stk. Feb. 19 6 6 ‘Commercial Onl. ... - 93—96 -P, Shop No, 
475,000 | Dec. 18 8 8 0. 8 p.c. Deb. 57—60 _ One 80 ft. x 9 ft, 8 ins, x 6948 
787,560 | Feb. 19 7 7 |Croydon sliding scale 108—111 110 One 30 ft. x ¥ ft. 8 ins. x 120 lbs, 7012 
453,100 eet a 5 5 Do. _ max. div. 82—85 824—844 One 30 ft. x 9 ft. 8 ins. x 120 Ibs, 7060 
542,270 Mar. 5 7 10 (Derby Con. 120—123¢ me Two 30 ft. x 8 ft. 6 ins. x 160 lbs, 6970/1 
55,000 Dec, 18 4 4 Do. Deb. 65—70e . Two 30 ft. x 8 ft. 6 ins. x 120 lbs. 6988/4 
209,000 Mar. 5 5 5 East Hull Ord. 5 p.c. 72—T5 “ One 30 ft, x 8 ft, 3 ins. x 160 Ibs, 7054 
1,002,180 Mar. 19 +4 | +64 |European, Ltd. 90—95 90—93 One 30 ft. x 7 ft. 6 ins. x 120 Ibs. 6945 
18,953,033 Feb. 19 53 | 52 Gas Light & Coke 4 p.c. Ord. | 18/6—19/6/ . 18/9—19/24 Two 24 ft. x 6 ft. 6 ins. x 150 Ibs. 6974/5 
2,600,000 es 34 33 Do. 34 p.c. max. .. | 64-67 +1 65—66 One 10 ft. x 4 ft. 0 ins. x 120 Ibs. 6448 
4,294,691 ”» ah i. Do. 4 p.c. Con. Pref. 78—81 . 804—804 One 80 ft. x 8 ft. 0 ins. x 180 lbs.6574(F.E.) 
5,694,095, Dec. 18 3 8 Do. 3p.c. Con. Deb. 61—64 62-63 Ff All the above Bollers are bullt from 
heey ” . . -~ Fa ~ —_ = * $ 95496 “Slemens Martin’’ Acid Steel. 
500,000 } _ ~ — 0. 4% p.c. Red. Deb. ... 53—975 2 54 —967 i 
161,480 : Mar. 5 10 10. |Harrogate Cons. 10 p.c. max. 158—163 : Also Water Tube,Economic,Cornish & Vertical Boilers. 
82,500 ‘ Mar. 19 7 7 Hastings &St.L.5p.c. Conv., 98—103 . ia SUPERHEATERS AND PIPEWORK INSTALLATIONS. 
258,740 |, 53 | 54 | Do 84 p.c. Conv., 82—85 ‘ 834 
70,000 10| Oct. 9 § | 10 Hongkong & China, Ltd. 13—14 Repairs to all types of Boilers by first-class men. 
213,200 | Stk. Mar. 5 so Hornsey Con. 34 p.c. 91—94 ; Sa 
2,800,000 a May 21 15 | 25 . Imperial Continental Cap. 330—350 ~15 339—355 
223,180 | |, Feb. 5 | 34 | 34 | Do. 3hp.c. Red. Deb. 78—83 ; 
235,242 “ Mar. 5 8% | 84 Lea Bridge 5 p.c. Ord. 127—130 1284—129 
2,145,907 |. Feb. 19 6 6 Liverpool 5 p.c. Ord. 7 saps a (WOLVERHAMPTON) LTD., 
,000 - Mar. 19 0. p.c. Re ref. —1007 
165,796 |, | Feb. 19 | 9 | 9 Maidstone 5 p.c. Cap. 128—133 WOLVERHAMPTON, ENG. 
63,480 ae Dec. 18 3 3 8 p.c. Deb. 54—57 
75,000 5|'Dec. 4 +10 | t10 Malta & siedibemansen aid 6—64 
| Metropolitan (of Melbourne) 
392,000, — | Apl. 2 5} 54 | 54 p.c. Red. Deb, 86—89 
675,000 Stk... May 21 16 16, Montevideo, Ltd. ee Re : C °,° ? > 
2,061,315 . Mar. 5 5 53 eer Gateshead Con. | 16 3—16/9¢) —-/18 
me: | et els eases ons 6 ompetition Foints 
691,705 ‘ Jan. 8 34 34 Do. 34 D. c. Deb. 674—684d 
277,285 a Nov. 5 5 5 Do. 5 p.c. Red. Deb. | 98—100d 
199,940 2 Mar. 5 7 Th North Middlesex 6 p.c. Con, | 115—120 117—118 f 
806,160 a. Feb. 5 5 5 Northampton 5 p.c. max. 74-19 a or 
300,000 ms Apl. 23 9 7 Oriental, Ltd. ¥ 100—105 
60,000 5 |18May,’15| — — (Ottoman 0-3 
205,162 | Stk. Dec. 18 s 8 — th ~S Stone shouse 5 p.« c. , | 110-115 G S ] 
424,416 - Feb. 19 8 8 ortsm’th Con.Stk. 4 p.c.Std.| 122—127 
241,446 mi a 5 5 Do 5 p.c. max. 78—81 as a esmen 
686,312 = Jan, 22 4 4 Primitiva 4 p.c. Rd. Db. 1911 85—88 
389,813 ™ Dec. 18 4 4 0 4 p.c. Cons. Deb. 85—88 e.e 
150,000 10, Apl. 9 6 | 6. (|San Paulo 6 p.c. Pref. : 8—84 " (2nd Edition) 
1,736,968 | Stk. Mar. 19 64 64 Sheffield Cons, 105—107e +1 
95,000 Jan. 8 4 4 Do. 4p.c. Deb. 79—8le ss de 
i 90,000 10 June 5 4 {5 South African 4-6 : ve 
' 6,709,895 | Stk. Feb. 5 5 74 South Met. Ord. 1024—1044 ve 1024—1034 
1,135,812 ~ - 6 6 ng 6 p.c. Irred. Pf. a “ we , 
1,895,445 Jan. 8 3 3 do. 3 p.c. Deb. +—63 <a 622—63 : 
84,000 Mar. 5 64 | 64 | Do. 64 p.c. Red. Db. __ 98—100 : ok This handy volume of 192 pages, 
1,000,000 Jan. 22 — | 4 O- 5 p.c. Red. Deb. | 100—103 A 1024—1034 
91,500 Mar. 5 ab 8 South Shields Con. .. 107—1094 as " by (the late) A. F. Bezant and 
1,548,795 Feb. 19 64 | 64 |South Suburban Ord, 5 p.c. | 102—105 ie 1044 > : ar? 
668°887 — oats 5 * oat ee: Deb. | 101—104 << + N.S. Smith, B.Sc., is the Standard 
647,740 Feb. 19 5 5  Southampt’n Or 5p.c.max. 77—80 79—T94 — > mS . 
121,275 Dec. 18 4 oe Do. ee 4 p.c. Deb | 23, is Work of Reference for the Dis- 
179,014 Mar. 5 8 8 utton r . ose ad 20—1 . . 2 
94,500 Jan. 8 | 5 5 |-Do. 5p.c. Deb. . | 9699 tribution side. 
250,000 : Mar. 5 7 | 7 |Swansea 7 p.c. Red. Pref.... 96—99 
200,000 Dec, 18 64 | 64 Do. 64 p.c. Red. Deb. | 100—103 a 
076,490 Mar. 5 6g | 68 |Tottenham District Ord. ... | 102—106 1044 SVP PLP FLL PLVLIVFIVIFIIVFIVFU 
150,000 , 54 | 5A Do. 54 p.c. Pref. 101—104 a! 
199,005 Dec. 18 4 | 4 Do. 4 p.c. Deb. a 
85,701 - Mar. 19 6 | 6 Tuscan, Ltd.,6p.c. Red. Db.| 74—79 
Uxbridge, Maidenhead, & POST 7 by FREE 
310,694 . Mar. 5 q | 7 Wycombe 5 5 D.C... , 102—107 
88,330 - . }] 8 Do. 5 p.c. Pref. 88—93 
} Wandsworth, Wimbledon, 
Mar. 5 9 | 7 and Epsom Cons. .. | 113—116 ae 1143—1154 
+ 5 | 6 Do. 5p.c. Pref. 97—100 Hy 97 
Dec. 18 Ss i's Do. 5 p.c. Deb. 100—103 102 
Quotations at:—a.—Bristol. b.—Liverpool. c.—Nottingham. d.—Newcastle. ¢.—Sheffield. f—The WALTER KING, Ltd., 
quotation is per £1 of stock. 3x. div. + Paid free of income-tax. {For year. § Div. = 10 p.et. p.a, “ ” 
less tax and less tax on interim dividend. Gas Salesman Offices, 
11, Bolt Court, Fleet St., London, E.C. 4. 
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pencer-Bonecourt, Ltd. 

are specialists in waste 
heat recovery practice and 
their thorough technical 
experience is at your 
disposal. 


AN EXPLANATION- 


HE question is often asked: “How do Spencer-Bonecourt manage to 
generate large quantities of steam with low grade gases and still put forward 
small and compact units ?”’ 


The answer is that the Spencer-Bonecourt Boiler is specially designed solely for 
contact heating effect. Any efforts to utilise transmission by radiation at low 
temperature mean waste and redundant heating surface. The phenomenon of 
“turbulent flow” is made use of in order to maintain intimate molecular contact 
between gas particles and heating surface when dealing with low tempera- 
ture gradients. In addition, there is no outside casing to the Boiler to leak 
and admit cooling air: furthermore, the single-pass arrangement enables the 
critical flow velocities to be used without excessive fan power debit. In this 
latter connection, when steam driven fans are used, the exhaust steam heat 
can be regenerated by means of suitable interchange heaters and so returned to 
the boiler circuit. 


The principles underlying these designs are fully protected by Patents. 


SPENCER-BONECOURT wastevear BOILERS 


SPENCER BONECOURT LTD., 34, FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C.4. 
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